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FSX Talks Continue in Washington 
OW2204 100289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0002 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Washington, April 21 KYODO—A senior Japa- 
nese Defense Agency official continued discussions with 
U.S. officials Friday on clarification of a controversial 
joint project to develop a new Japanese support fighter, 
the FSX. 


Officials said Masaji Yamamoto met separately with his 
U.S. counterparts from the National Security Council 
and the Departments of State and Defense. 


They declined to comment on details of the talks. 
Yamamoto is scheduled to leave for home Wednesday. 


The project calls for Japan and the U.S. to codevelop the 
FSX, based on the American F-16 technology. 


Some U.S. critics charge that the project is tantamount 
to a giveaway of vital technology to the Japanese. Tiney 
are asking Japan to buy F-16s “off the shelf” to help 
reduce its trade surplus with the U.S. 


Under pressure from the U.S., the Japanese Government 
earlier decided not to unilaterally develop a new gener- 
ation fighter and opted for joint development. 


‘Target’ of U.S. Trade Retaliation Anticipated 
OW2104175989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1314 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Japan may be the only 
advanced nation to be subjected to retaliation under the 
“super 301” provision of the U.S. omnibus trade act ina 
new list of “target’’ countries to be announced late this 
month, government sources said Friday. 


The sources said the European Community will not 
likely be on the new hist becausz of a recent improvement 
in the U.S.-EC trade balance and the fact that the EC had 
already been named a “target” area in the telecommu- 
nications trade field in February. 


They said that the U.S. once suffered annual trade 
deficits of about 20 billion dollars with the EC. But in 
January and February this year, it posted surpluses in the 
bilateral trade, they added. 


By contrast, Japan’s surplus in trade with the U.S. has 
been increasing again in recent months, and accounts for 
some 45 nercent of the overall U.S. trade deficit, the 
sources noted. 


If Japan is the sole “target” country of the “super 301” 
provision, the Japanese Government will be driven into 
a tight corner, they said. 


NORTHEA.5f ASIA 1 


The government had planned to take concerted actions 
with the EC, if it was also subjected to application of the 
provision, against any U.S. retaliatory trade measure, 
they added. 


Telecommunication Delegation To Visit U.S. 
OW2104130389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0942 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Four senior officials 
of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications will 
visit Washington next Monday [24 April] to brief their 
U.S. counterparts on liberalization of Japan’s telecom- 
munications market, ministry officials said Friday. 


Vice Minister Yusai Okuyama will lead the group in 
talks with U.S. Trade Representative Carla Hills and 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce Robert Mosbacher at dates 
yet to be fixed. 


Working-level meetings are also scheduled aimed at 
helping to remove what they called the U.S. misunder- 
standing on the matter, they said. 


At a three-day working-level discussions held in Tokyo 
earlier this month, the U.S. asserted that the Japanese 
telecom market has not been adequately opened, run- 
ning counter to the spirit of the bilateral market-ori- 
ented, sector-selective (MOSS) formula. 


The U.S. said that Motorola Inc.’s cellular phones are noi 
being used adequately in Tokyo and Nagoya, and that the 
procurement of telecom equipment by Nippon Telegraph 
and Telephone Corp. (NTT) has been also inadequate. 


Japan, on the other hand, said that the celluar phone issue 
has already been settled on the basis of the MOSS talks. 


Negotiator Departs for Washington 
OW 2404041189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0353 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—Telecom trade nego- 
tiator Yusai Okuyama left for Washington on Monday 
morning for talks to defuse an intensifying trade dispute 
between Japan and the U.S. 


Okuyama, vice minister at the posts and telecommunica- 
tions ministry, is to hold meetings with U.S. Trade Rep- 
resentative Carla Hills and other high-ranking officials. 


The U.S. reportedly plans to impose sanctions against 
Japan in retaliation for its alleged failure to pen its 
market for car telephones. 
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Plans for Beef Exports to U.S. Promoted 
OW2204095689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0251 GMT 
22 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 KYODO—Japan’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is promoting plans to 
export beef to the United States to help encourage 
Japanese beef producers ahead of the liberalization of 
beef imports in 1991, ministry sources said Saturday. 


The sources said that the ministry has already completed 
all the necessary documentation, including that for quar- 
antine and hygiene checkups, necessary for the exports, 
only awaiting U.S. Department of Agriculture screening. 


The first shipment of the beef is expected within this year, 
targeted at fashionable restaurants in major U.S. cities like 
New York and Washington where Japanese residents have 
been increasing year by year, the sources said. 


The sources said there is strong possibility that demand 
for tender Japanese beef can also be explored among 
U.S. citizens, and if exports to the U.S. prove successful, 
exports to Europe could also materialize. 


Officials at the ministry’s Livestock Bureau, expressing 
optimism about U.S. approval of the application, said 
that if the inspection system could be improved, the 
market could be expanded depending on the efforts of 
the Japanese beef growers. 


Beef exports to the U.S. would serve as a springboard to 
the improvement of domestic bee: production since 
exports of Japanese products to the U.S. have generally 
inclined to decrease due to the yen’s appreciation, the 
officials said. 


The ministry, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health 
and Welfare, has budgeted 300 million yen for improv- 
ing the domestic meat processing facilities to meet strict 
U.S. quarantine and hygiene standards, including obli- 
gations for agricultural chemical residue surveys. 


Five or six years ago, the National Federation of Agri- 
cultural Cooperative Associations (Zenno) exported live 
cattle to the U.S., but the experiment ended after only 
one shipment due io inadequate preparations. 


So far, Japan has exported beef to Hong Kong, Singa- 
pore, the Soviet Union and China, for combined annual 
exports of 300,000 tons. 


In addition, federations of agricultural cooperatives in 
Yamagata Prefecture in northern Japan and Kagoshima 
Prefecture in the south have exported some beef to 
Southeast Asia since Japan decided to liberalize beef 
imports last June. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


50 Billion Recruit Loan to Takeshita Acknowledged 
OW2204 180489 Tokyo KYODO in English 0943 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita borrowed 50 million yen in 1987 from 
Recruit Co. before the ruling party’s presidential elec- 
tion, his office acknowledged Saturday, raising new 
questions about Takeshita’s involvement in the widen- 
ing scandal. 


A spokesman for Takeshita’s office said the loan was 
made in the name of his secretary, [hei Aoki, and 
therefore was not disclosed to Diet panel members by 
Takeshita in his April 11 report to the lower house 
budget committee. 


The official said the loan was made to Takeshita by 
former Recruit Chairman Hiromasa Ezoe and was 
repaid a few months later. The precise date of the loan 
and its payback terms were not disclosed. 


Ezoe, 52, the founder of Recruit, has been indicted on 
charges of bribing former government officials and 
former executives of Nippon Telegraph and Telephone 
Corp in exchange for political favors. 


Takeshita’s spokesman said he does not anticipate fur- 
ther disclosures of links between Takeshita and Recruit. 


Takeshita told members of the lower house budget 
committee on April 11 that he received about 150 
million yen from Recruit in donations and tickets for 
fund-raising parties held between 1985 and 1987. 


Aoki allegedly continued to collect funds for Takeshita 
after he resigned as Takeshita’s secretary in 1976, offi- 
cials said. He reportedly purchased 2,000 pre-listed 
shares of Recruit’s real estate subsidiary Recruit Cosmos 
Co, enabling him to make profits from sales of the stock. 


Takeshita was elected president of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party in 1987. His rivals were LDP Secre- 
tary General Shintaro Abe and former Finance Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa. 


Ito Reportedly Asked To Succeed 
OW2404085389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0830 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita has asked Masayoshi Ito, chairman of 
the Liberal Democratic Party’s Executive Council, to 
succeed him as LDP president, the YOMIURI SHIM- 
BUN newspaper said Monday. 


The nationally-circulated daily said in a front page story 
that Ito turned down Takeshita’s request due to personal 
health reasons. 
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When asked about the story by reporters at a Niigata 
hotel, Ito said, “It is not true. (Takeshita) isn’t stupid 
enough to do that.” 


Quoting an LDP leader close to the prime minister, 
YOMIURI said Takeshita intends to resign between the 
Diet’s approval of the Fiscal 1989 budget expected in 
late May and the House of Concillors election due this 
summer. 


The paper did not say when Takeshita asked Ito, former 
chief cabinet secretary and foreign minister, to succeed 
him in the post which he assumed in November 1987. 


It said Takeshita discussed the matter with his mentor 
former Deputy Prime Minister Shin Kanemaru when 
they met last Monday [17 April]. 


Takeshita was driven into a tighter political corner last 
week when it was revealed that he borrowed 50 million 
yen from scandal-ridden Recruit Co. before the 1987 
presidential election. 


The election was not held and his predecessor, Yasuhiro 
Nakasone, handpicked Takeshita to become LDP presi- 
dent. 


In addition to the borrowing, Takeshita has admitted to 
having received a total of 150 million yen from the 
information conglomerate in political donations and 
through ticket purchases to political fundraising parties. 


Takeshita Denies Proposition 
OW2404095989 Tokyo KYODO in English 0919 GMT 
24 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Norobu Takeshita on Monday flatly denied a press 
report that he has asked a top executive of his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) to succeed him. 


Takeshita told a group of reporters at his official resi- 
dence that the report is “totally unfounded.” 


The YOMIURI SHIMBUN newspaper Monday front- 
paged a story that Takeshita had asked Masayoshi Ito, 
vhairman of the LDP Executive Council, to succeed him 
as head of the ruling party. 


The daily said Ito turned down Takeshita’s request due 
to personal health reasons. 


Sources Say Takeshita’s Days ‘Numbered’ 
OW2404 124989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1227 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita’s days as Japan’s chief executive are 
numbered, with pressure mounting for his resignation as 
a way to end the current political turmoil caused by the 
Recruit scandal, political sources said Monday. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The sources said Takeshita will likely step down between 
the Diet’s passage of the Fiscal 1989 state budget 
expected toward the end of May, and the Paris summit 
of seven leading industrial nations in mid-July. 


The prediction was reinforced Monday, when a national 
daily newspaper front-paged a story that Takeshita has 
asked a top executive of the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) to succeed him as LDP president. 


Quoting an LDP leader close to Takeshita, the YOMI- 
URI SHIMBUN said the Prime Minister approached 
LDP Executive Council Chairman Masayoshi Ito, a 
former chief cabinet secretary and foreign minister. 


YOMIURI said Ito turned down Takeshita’s requested 
for personal health reasons. 


Both Takeshita and Ito on Monday flatly denied the 
latest reports. 


Takeshita, who assumed the prime ministership in 
November 1987, told a group of reporters at his official 
residence that the YOMIURI story was “totally 
unfounded.” 


While in Niigata on the Japan sea coast to attend a 
political party, Ito dismissed the report, adding that 
Takeshita would not be “stupid enough” to approach 
him with such a proposal. 


A senior members [as received] of the LDP faction led by 
Takeshita, however, admitted that the prime minister 
made such a request to Ito. 


Takeshita is also under increasing pressure from Japan’s 
business community to relinquish office. 


Takashi Ishirara, chairman of the Japan Association of 
Corporate Executives, urged last week that Takeshita 
step down after the Diet approves the nation’s budget. 


Ishirara, also a member of Takeshita’s private advisory 
panel on political reforms, said a new leader with “‘clean 
hands” should take over to reform politics and regener- 
ate the LDP in the wake of the Recruit scandal. 


Takeshita was driven into a tighter political corner last 
weekend after it was revealed that he borrowed 50 
million yen from the scandal-tainted business informa- 
tion giant Recruit Co. prior to the anticipated 1987 LDP 
presidential election. 


The intraparty poll was not held and his predecessor, 
Yasuhiro Nakasone, handpicked Takeshita to become 
LDP president. 


The Takeshita’s office said the borrowed funds were 
returned to Recruit a few months later. 
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Takeshita has already admitted at the Diet to having 
received an additional 150 million yen from Recruit in 
the form of political donations and purchases of tickets 
to political fund-raising parties. 


According to LDP officials, Takeshita is giving top 
political priority to passage of the 60.4 trillion yen state 
budget before his departure for a nine-day visit to 
Southeast Asia on Saturday [29 April]. 


Diet deliberations on the budget have been stalled since 
March 8 due to an opposition demand that former Prime 
Minister Nakasone be summoned to testify before the 
Diet about his alleged role in the Recruit insider stock 
trading and bribery scandal. 


The LDP failed again on Monday to persuade opposition 
parties to end their boycott of Diet debate on the budget. 


Political analysts said the collapse of the ruling-opposition 
talks has made it increasingly unlikely that the budget can 
be cleared by the lower house before Saturday. 


LDP and government executives decided earlier Mon- 
day to unilaterally resume deliberations on the budget at 
the lower house budget committee without making any 
concessions to the opposition camp. 


The opposition has rejected the LDP’s offer to have the 
Justice Ministry submit an interim report about its 
investigation into the scandal. 


The LDP has also proposed that Nakasone step forward 
after the report is released and explain his alleged links 
with Recruit. 


The opposition boycott forced the government to intro- 
duce a provisional budget to cover state expenses for the 
first 50 days of Fiscal 1989, which began on April 1. 


Unless the state budget is approved by the Diet before 
the stopgap budget expires, the government will be 
forced to compile another budget to supplement the 
provisional one. 


Resignation Predicted After Budget Vote 
OW2404075189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0421 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—A senior Dietman of 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) hinted Mon- 
day at the possibility that Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will resign after the Diet passes the Fiscal 1989 
state budget. 


“There will be a movement (concerning Takeshita’s 
resignation) immediately after the House of Councillors 
approves the budget,” according to the dietman, who 
asked not to be identified. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The 60.4 trillion yen budget is expected to be approved 
by the upper house toward the end of May. 


The prediction about Takeshita’s fate, made by a senior 
member of the party faction led by LDP Secretary 
General Shintaro Abe, follows a better-than-expected 
showing by an independent backed by the Japan Com- 
munist Party in Sunday’s polls to elect the mayor of 
Nagoya. 


It also follows last week’s revelation that Takeshita 
borrowed 50 million yen from the scandal-tainted busi- 
ness information giant, Recruit Co. before the scheduled 
LDP presidential electon in 1987. 


Overshadowing his rivals—Abe and former Deputy 
Prime Minister and Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa—Takeshita was named LDP president with- 
out an election taking place and automatically became 
prime minister because of the party’s majority in both 
houses of the Diet. 


Last week’s revelation has ¢ riven Takeshita into a tighter 
political corner as he earlier admitted in the Diet that he 
received 150 million yen from Recruit in political dona- 
tions and tickets for political fund-raising parties. 


A number of LDP Dietmen, some opposition party 
leaders, bureaucrats, business executives and journalists 
are allegedly involved in the scandal. Thirteen people 
have so far been arrested by prosecutors for alleged 
involvement in the scandal. 


There are calls among junior LDP dietmen for Takesh- 
ita’s resignation and Michio Watanabe, chairman of the 
LDP Policy Affairs Research Council, last week hinted 
at the prime minister’s resignation aftcr the Paris sum- 
mit of seven major industrial nations in July. 


Calls for his resignation also came from the business 
community last week when Takashi Ishihara, chairman 
of the Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
(Keizai Doyukai) urged Takeshita to step down after the 
Diet approval of the state budget. 


Ishihara said a new leader with “clean hands” should 
take over to reform politics and regenerate the LDP in 
order to break the current political stalemate resulting 
from the Recruit scandal. 


Business in the Diet has remained stalled since early 
March because of an oppositon boycott stemming from the 
LDP rejection of opposition demands that former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone be summoned to testify 
before the Diet on his alleged connection with the scandal. 


The government, therefore, had to introduce a 50-day 
provisional budget to cover state expenses in the absence of 
the formal budget for Fiscal 1989 which began on April 1. 
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Abe Iliness Additional Burden 
OW 2204195989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1232 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita on Saturday got another piece of bad 
news: Doctors said Takeshita’s political mate, Shintaro 
Abe, has to remain in the hospital for another 10-14 days 
for a gallstone ailment. 


Word of Abe’s prolonged recovery came on the heels of 
fresh reports Saturday that Takeshita took a 50 million 
yen loan from the scandal-ridden Recruit Co. 


Abe, secretary general of the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), is suffering from gallstones, a digestive 
ailment, and is developing symptoms of jaundice, doc- 
tors said. 


Abe, ihe ruling party’s No 2 man after Takeshita, has 
been fully responsible for negotiations with opposition 
parties, which have stepped up calls for the resignation 
of the Takeshita cabinet as the Recruit scandal widens. 


Opposition parties also have called for a general election 
for the House of Representatives. 


Abe needs to remain at Juntendo University Hospital for 
10-14 more days for internal treatment, doctors said. 


He first complained of stomach pains around April 14 
and was admitted to the hospital four days later, doctors 
said. 


No surgical treatment is required, doctors said. 


Abe will be allowed to leave the hospital briefly for his 
political business, they said. 


Abe’s collapse came on April 18, when the LDP and 
opposition parties failed to break a six-week stalemate in 
the Diet, stemming from the Recruit stock trading and 
bribery scandal. 


The LDP secretary general, who turns 65 on April 29, 
walked out of the hospital Friday [21 April] temporarily 
for talks with his three opposition counterparts in an 
effort to break the stalemate in the Diet. 


But he failed to persuade the opposition camp to end 
their boycoit of deliberations on the 60.4 trillion yen 
national budget for Fiscal 1989, begun April |. 


Junya Yano, the leader of the No 2 opposition party 
Komeito, said in a campaign speech here that he is 
increasingly certain that Takeshita will call a double 
election for both houses this summer. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Yano said there would be no other way but to dissolve 
the lower chamber because of sharp declines in public 
approval ratings of the Takeshita cabinet and the long 
delays in the Diet’s approval of the budget. 


Takeshita and his LDP hope to push the budget through 
the powerful lower chamber before the prime minister 
leaves Tokyo on April 29 for a nine-day visit to Thai- 
land, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines. 


The Japan Socialist Party, Komeito and the Democratic 
Socialist Party are united in continuing the boycott until 
the LDP gives in to their demand that former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone be summoned to testify 
before the Diet about his role in the Recruit scandal. 


But such testimony appears unlikely. 


LDP’s chief policymaker and Nakasone’s top aide, 
Michio Watanabe, told a news conference in Hiroshima 
Saturday that the former prime minister will never 
testify in the Diet as a sworn witness. 


The Recruit scandal, which has rocked the Japanese 
political world since June 1988, involves sales of unlisted 
shares of Recruit Cosmos Co. and contribution: of large 
amounts of political funds to a number of politicians. 


Takeshita, Nakasone, Abe and Watanabe all have been 
named in the scandal. 


Nakasone, the focus of opposition attacks, is suspected 
of links with Hiromasa Ezoe, the founder of the business 
information giant Recruit Co. 


Nakasone also is suspected of having a possible role in 
the resale >f two U.S.-made supercomputers to Recruit 
from Nipyon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 


Takeshita’s office acknowledged Saturday that Takeshita 
borrowed 50 million yen in 1987 from Recruit, raising 
suspicions further about his involvement in the scandal. 


The prime minister already has acknowledged the 
receipt of some 150 million yen in contributions from 
the Recruit Co. and its subsidiaries between 1985 and 
1987. 


Business Leader Urges Resignation 
OW2104143089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1243 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Takashi Ishihara, 
chairman of the Japan Association of Corporate Execu- 
tives (Keizai Doyukai), on Friday urged Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita to resign after the parliamentary 
approval of the Fiscal 1989 budget. 
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A fresh leader with ciean hands should take over to 
reform politics and regenerate the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) in order to break the current political 
stalemate resulting from the Recruit stock trading scan- 
dal, he said. 


His remarks instantly produced strong repercussions in 
the political world as they were the first public call for 
Takeshita’s resignation from a prominent business 
leader. 


Leading figures in the business community have so far 
cautiously avoided any direct reference to the problem of 
whether Takeshita should quit or stay on. 


Parliamentary debate over the government's budget 
remains at a standstill because of an opposition boycott 
stemming from the LDP’s rejection of the opposition 
demand that former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone 
be summoned to testify before the Diet on his alleged 
connection with the scandal. 


The scandal involves the allotment of Recruit Cosmas 
Co. shares to a select group of politicians, businessmen 
and others before the stock went public, enabling them to 
earn huge windfall profits. 


Ishihara’s statement could have all the greater impact on 
the LDP because he is a member of the prime mir ister’s 
advisory group on political reform. 


However, Ishihara flatly spurned the idea of a coalition 
government of opposition parties as advocated by ~hair- 
man Takako Doi of the Japan Socia!i=t Party. 


The business circles should give united suppert to the 
LDP so as to safeguard ‘he free economy system: he said, 
warning that should political power go to the op, osition, 
Japan’s postwar economic development over the past 40 
years would come to a pause. 


He also said that political reform should ce undertaken 
by a fresh leader with clean hands, indicating thai not 
only Takeshita, but also other LDP leaders allegedly 
connected with the scandal, including Secretary General 
Shintaro Abe, should bow out. 


Watanabe Rejects Resignation Calls 
OW 2204202089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1322 
GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] Fukui, April 22 KYODO—Liberal Deinoratic 
Party policy chief Michio Watanabe said Saturday the 
ruling party is seeking to determine the best way to go 
into the House of Councillors election this summer. 


Watanabe, however, turned down calls for Prime Min- 
ister Noboru Takeshita to step down f-_m power . an 
early date, saying “we will neither abandon cur mission 
nor be a deserter under fire at this moment.” 
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Watanabe’s comment indicated Takeshita may resign 
after the Paris summit of seven major advanced demo 
racies in July, political pundits said. 


There has been pressure, even from the LDP Diet 
members—particularly from junior ones, to call for 
Takeshita’s resignation before the election for the second 
chamber, expected in July or August. Up for election are 
half of the 252 seats in the second chamber. 


All opposition parties have demanded that the Takeshita 
cabinet should resign en bloc or that the House of 
Representatives should be dissolved in te wake of the 
Recruit scandal. 


The widening scandal involves stock dealings and large- 
scale political contributions to a number of LD? politi- 
cians. 


Watanabe, in a campaign speech Saturday [22 April] in 
the Japan Sea coast city of Fukui, said Takeshita can ot 
give up his office without passirg the 60.4 trillior yen 
national budget for fiscal 1989, begun April 1. 


The prime minister will go to Southeast Asia later this 
month and also will attend the Paris summit, scheduled 
for July 14-16, said Watanabe, chairman of the LDP 
Policy Affairs Research Council. 


Watanabe met reporters prior to the campaign speech 
and rejected business leader Takashi Ishihara’s call for 
Takeshita’s resignation. 


Ishihara told a press conference Friday that a new leader. 
not Takeshita, should carry out political reforms and 
reconstruct the LDP. 


He said he does not agree with Ishihara and said Ishihara 
does not represent the whole business world. 


Also, he said, Takeshita never will dissolve the 51 2-seat 
House cf Representative: for a double election of both 
ho'ises vhis summer. 


Watanabe also downplayed reports Saturday *’ at 
Takeshita borrowed 50 million yen fron. Recruit Cu. in 
:987. 


Watanabe said he does not see any particular problem 
because the prime minister 1 2paid the Iecan. 


Watanabe, the chier aide to former Prinie Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone, is ont of ihree top LDP officers. 


The others are Shintaro Abe, secretary general of the 
party, and Masayoshi 'to, chairman of the decisionmak- 
ing Executive Council. 
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LDP Fails To End Diet Boycott 
OW2104224089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1451 GMT 
21 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—The ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) failed again Friday to persuade 
opposition parties to end their boycott of debates on the 
Fiscal 1989 national budget in the Diet, which has been 
paralyzed due to the widening Recruit Stock bribery 
scandal. 


The LDP proposed that the Justice Ministry would 
submit an interim report Wednesday [26 April] about 
the investigation into the scandal and that former Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone would afterward explain 
his links with Recruit Co., the focus of the scandal, 
Opposition sources said. 


in turn, the LDP hopes the 60.4 trillion yen budget will 
clear the House of Representative next Friday, the 
sources said. 


The LDP made the offer at a meeting of Diet Affairs 
Committee chairmen from both the governing and oppo- 
sition parties, the sources said. 


The opposition camp later rejected the LDP’s proposal 
at a meeting of secretaries generals of the governing and 
opposition parties, parliamentary sources said. 


LDP Secretary General Shintaro Abe, who has been 
hospitalized since Tuesday for a medical checkup, left 
his hospital temporarily to attend the meeting. 


The opposition camp has boycotted debates on the 
budget since March 8, demanding that Nakasone be 
summoned to testify before the Diet about his alleged 
role in the scandal. 


Leaders of the largest opposition party, the Japan Social- 
ist Party, Komeito, the Democratic Socialist Party and 
the United Social Democratic Party, agreed at a summit 
meeting on April 7 in Kyoto that they would continue to 
‘boycott Diet debates on the budget until Nakasone is 
summoned to testify under oath. 


The opposition parties also agreed to demand that the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita resign en 
bloc, the lower house be dissolved anid & general election 
called. 


The boycott forced the government to compile a provi- 
sional stopgap budget which covers only the first 50 days 
of the Fiscal 1989, started April 1. 


The LDP had earlier hoped that the regular tudget 
would pass the lower house by April 21 because it could 
then automaticai!y come into force one month later, just 
before the stopgap budget expires. 
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Takeshita and Abe agreed on April 15 that they would do 
their utmost to pass the budget before April 29 when 
Takeshita leaves for a nine-day visit to five Southeast 
Asian countries. 


However, the Takeshita cabinet is in a difficult position 
as it is most unlikely that the budget can now pass the 
lower house by April 29, political analysts said. 


Prosecutors have arrested 13 business executives and 
bureaucrats so far in connection with the Recruit affair, 
and the focus of attention has now shifted to politicians 
implicated in the scandal. 


Minister Wants Nakasone Testimony 
OW 2104114789 Tokyo KYODO in English i321 GMT 
21 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Health and Welfare 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi said on Friday that former 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone is wrong for refusing 
to be summoned to the Diet to testify about his role in 
the Recruit bribery scandal. 


Koizumi told a news conference that Nakasone’s refusal 
is responsible for the long stalemate in Diet deliberations 
on the 60.4 trillion yen national budget for fiscal 1989. 


A sensible politician would voluntarily testify even if the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) rejected an oppo- 
sition demand for his testimony, said Koizumi, who 
belongs to LDP Secretary General Shintaro Abe’s fac- 
tion. 


He said he is sure that Nakasone fully understands the 
present legislative crisis since the former prime minister 
is very experienced in politics. 


Opposition parties have boycotted budget deliberations 
since March 8, demanding that Nakasone be summoned 
to the Diet. 


Nakasone is suspected of maintaining links with Hiro- 
masa Ezoe, the founder of the information business giant 
Recruit Co., and for playing a role in the resale of two 
supercomputers to Recruit from Nippon Telegraph and 
Telephone Corp. 


Demonstration Held at Takzshita’s House 
OW2304110889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0823 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 23 KYODO—About 80 Setagaya 
Ward residents demonstrated in front of Prime Minister 
Noboru Takesnita’s private residence Sunday, demand- 
ing his resignation. 


The demonstration was organized by civic groups 
opposed to the 3 percent consumption tax the Takeshita 
administration introduced April |. 
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In a drizzling rain the demonstrators arrived in front of 
Takeshita’s house in Setagaya Ward around 1:30 pm. 


As the demonstrators yelled anti- Takeshita slogans, shop 
owners and other onlookers along the street waves their 
hands in support of the marchers. 


Under watchful eyes of policemen guarding the private 
residence, Chuji Shibuya, 70, chief demonstration o.ga- 
nizer, read a statement calling on the prime minister to 
resign immediately. 


“We are really angry at you (Takeshita). You must 
immediately abolish the consumption tax which is 
against your public pledge and resign,’ Shibuya said. 


Takeshita’s close aide, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Ichiro Ozawa, was in the house for talks with the prime 
minister when the demonstrators rallied in front of the 
house. 


Takeshita’s secretary refused to accept a letter of advice 
from the demonstrators and the house’s door remained 
closed. 


The prime minister, who assumed the post in the fall of 
1987, appeared last week to be driven into a tighter 
political corner as it was revealed that he borrowed 50 
million yen from scandal-ridden Recruit Co. before the 
presidential election of the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party in that year. 


Takeshita earlier admitted he received 150 million yen 
in political donations and tickets for political fund- 
raising parties from the business and employment infor- 
mation giant. 


Despite Recruit Issue, Diplomacy Pushes Ahead 


Takeshita To Make Southeast Asian Tour 
OW2104181389 Tokyo KYODO in English 1022 GMT 
21 Apr 8&9 


[By Bruce Feiler and Jocelyn Ford] 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Like nearly a half a 
million other Japanese, Prirac Minister Noboru Takesh- 
ita wants to go abroad during Japan’s “Golden Week” 
holiday beginning April 29. 


But with the Recruit bribery scandal threatening his 
government, some party elders have suggested that 
Takeshita should stay home from his diplomatic tour to 
try and put his own house in order. 


Takeshita’s diplomatic schedule has become the latest test 
of his political durability as he fends off calls to resign 
because of his ties with [words indistinct] Recruit Co. 
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The prime minister insists he will go ahead with his visit 
to five Southeast Asian countries from April 29 to May 
7. Should the tour be canceled, 1t would signal that his 
grip on power was weakening. 


Foreign diplomais in Tokyo say Japan has been lucky 
that the scandal! has flared during a lull in major diplo- 
matic negotiations. If there had been issues requiring 
political leadership, they say, Japan would have been 
hampered. 


“Being under threat, they are not able to make 
decisions,” an informed Western observer said. 


Despite the crisis Takeshita faces, many diplomats say 
business has been able to proceed because the personal 
fortunes of the prime minister is a domestic affair, while 
the conduct of foreign affairs is directed by the Foreign 
Ministry. 


“The bureaucracy is important, regardless of what's 
happening politically,” said one Asian diplomat who is 
expecting Takeshita to visit his country. “The situation 
in Japan is quite stable.” 


While opposition parties have stalled business in parlia- 
ment, diplomacy has gone ahead because both Japan and 
foreign governments want to proceed. 


“We, the poor countries, are expecting Japan to aid us in 
development. Let them give us the money and we'll keep 
our mouths shut (about the Recruit scandal),” com- 
mented another Southeast Asian diplomat, who asked 
not to be identified. 


For his part, Takeshita said his trip is necessary to hear 
the concerns of Japan’s Asian neighbors before traveling 
to Paris in July for the annual economic summit of seven 
major industrialized countries. 


But analysts said it also signals his determination to use 
the glamour of a successful meeting with other world 
leaders to assure his place in the prime minister's resi- 
dency. 


“Japanese prime ministers expect that trips to foreign 
countries will help them recover some popularity 
points,” said Michitoshi Takabatake, a political scientist 
at Tokyo’s Rikkyo University. 


A recent poll by KYODO NEWS SERVICE showed that 
support for Takeshita had plummeted from over 50 
percent a year ago to an all-time low of 3.9 percent. 


Those polled said they were unhappy over the level of 
government involvement in the Recruit scandal, in which 
leading political figures and their associates received pre- 
floated stocks from a Recruit real estate subsidiary. 
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While popularity ratings often serve as a guide to a prime 
minister's standing at home, they do not necessarily 
reflect the country’s standing abroad. 


Irish Prime Minister Charles Haughey, who is scheduled 
to meet Takeshita in Tokyo on Monday, has been trying 
to visit Japan for some time. 


Although his visit was postponed last fall after the late 
Emperor Hirohito fell ill, Haughey felt the Recruit 
scandal was not a reason to further put off his visit, the 
Irish Embassy said. 


Both Irish and Japanese officials said the visit would not 
be affected by domestic squabbles because the foreign 
policy apparatus in Japan functions separately from 
politics. 


“We have no connection with political affairs. Our job is 
to promote bilateral relations,” said Hiroyuki Makiuchi, 
the Foreign Ministry official charged with planning the 
visit. 


He said the scandal, which has received increasing 
attention in the overseas press, may affect Japan’s image 
abroad. 


“Some reporters abroad have said Japan is an advanced 
country, but its politicians are not advanced. As a 
Japanese, I hesitate to express what I feel in my heart. 
But we (at the Foreign Ministry) are sure that Japanese 
politicians are“hot so efficient,’ Makiuchi said. 


But for many diplomats, scandals are nothing new. 


“We have seen other countries’ governments shaken by 
scandal and not stepping down,” said a spokesman for 
the French Embassy. “We are looking forward to having 
Mr Takeshita at the summit.” 


Even if Takeshita is unable to fulfill his promise to 
attend the summit, diplomats and analysts agree the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party will be able to retain 
= and Japanese policies will not change signifi- 
cantly. 


Says Professor Takabatake: “Even if Takeshita steps 
down or (former Premier Yasuhiro) Nakasone is 
arrested, the conservative regime will continue.” 


Takeshita To Outline ASEAN Policy 
OW2204 141289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1218 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 FK YODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita will stress Japan's equal partnership 
with ASEAN countries in his policy speech in Jakarta 
May 5, government officials said Saturday. 
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Takeshita is scheduled to leave April 29 on a nine-day 
tour of five member states of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations. The trip wili take him to Thailand, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines. 


The officials said Takeshita will pledge Japan’s greater 
efforts to expand and deepen relations with the ASEAN 
countries. 


Officials say the speech, which focuses on equal partner- 
ship between Japan and the regional group, will serve as 
the guidance of Japanese diplomacy toward the region in 
the 1990's. 


Takeshita believes a close relationship between Japan 
and ASEAN is “indispensable for dynamic growth of the 
world economy and political stability in the region,” the 
officials said. 


In addition, the prime minister is expected to refer to the 
Kampuchean problem and express Japan’s support for 
formation of an all-party provisional government pro- 
posed by the anti- Vietnamese coalition of three factions, 
including one led by Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 


Officials say Takeshita also will declare that Japan is 
ready to provide funds and non-military personnel for 
international supervisory and peace-keeping forces to 
facilitate the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from 
Kampuchea. 


Officials added that he will emphasize Japan's refusal to 
resume aid to Vietnam before the Kampuchean question 
is settled that no Asia-Pacific cooperation is possible 
without participation by ASEAN. [sentence as received] 


He also will propose further expansion of cultural and 
academic interchanges between Japan and ASEAN to 
supplement already existing interdependence between 
them, the officials said. 


Takeshita is due to arrive in Bangkok on the night of 
April 29 to begin his tour. 


Irish Prime Minister Haughey Arrives in Tokyo 
OW2304080789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0303 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 23 KYODO—Ireland’s Prime Min- 
ister Charles Haughey arrived here Sunday on a four-day 
official visit to Japan as the first irish head of govern- 
ment to do so. 


Haughey will be received in an audience by Emperor 
Akihito at the Imperial Palace on Monday [24 April] 
morning and meet with Prime Minister Noboru Takesh- 
ita at the Akasaka State Guesthouse in the evening. 


The Irish leader will give a press conference at the Japan 
National Press Club on Tuesday afternoon before leav- 
ing Japan for home the following day. 
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Haughey was originally scheduled to visit Japan last fall 
but postponed the trip because of the illness of Emperor 
Hirohito, who died last January. 


Takeshita Fetes Haughey 
OW2404 145389 Tokyo KYODO in English 1415 GMT 
24 Apr 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—Japan and Ireland 
agreed Monday to set up forums in order to further 
promote bilateral dialogue in political, economic and 
cultural aspects, a Foreign Ministry official said Mon- 
day. 


The agreement came in a two-and-a-half hour summit 
meeting over dinner between Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita and his Irish counterpart Charles Haughey 
held at the Akasaka State Guesthouse. 


Takeshita said Japan and Ireland traditionally have 
enjoyed friendly ties and expressed hope that regular 
working-level talks on political affairs would be held 
between the two countries. 


Haughey agreed to promote bilateral political talks and 
said he also wants to expand economic and cultural 
dialogue with Japan, the official said. 


The Irish prime minister also called on Takeshita to 
support more frequent ministerial-level visits between 
the two countries for consolidation of bilateral ties. 


Takeshita, giving his support for Haughey’s idea to make 
Dublin an international financial center in the future, 
expressed hope that the Irish capital will further develop 
as a global monetary market. 


Haughey, welcoming Japanese investments in his coun- 
try, said Ireland will settle trade and economic disputes 
with other countries by expanding free trade and intro- 
ducing more foreign investments. 


On the European Community’s plan to integrate its 
market in 1992, the Irish prime minister was quoted as 
telling Takeshita that he does not hope the market will be 
a “fortress.” 


Haughey said he is optimistic about the openness of the 
integrated market of the EC, according to the official. 


Haughey, who arrived Sunday for a four-day official 
visit, will depart for home Wednesday after giving a 
press conference Tuesday. 


PRC Proposes Talks on COCOM Embargo 
OW2104155089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1416 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—China has proposed 
intergovernmental talks with Japan on the problem of 
restrictions on technology transfer by the Coordinating 
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Committee for export control to the communist bloc 
(COCOM) [Coordinating Committee for Multilateral 
Export Controls], reliable sources here said Friday. 


The sources said the Chinese proposed that the COCOM 
issue should be tabled as an important subject at the 
Japan-China technology exchange conference scheduled 
for late May in Beijing. 


The conference was proposed by Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita when he visited China last August. The com- 
ing conference is the first of its kind. It is aimed at 
promoting technology transfer through periodical meet- 
ings between officials of the two government. 


The sources said the Chinese is dissatisfied with the 
posture of Japanese who have become very cautious 
about the export of computers and other high-tech 
products and technology to China since the uncovering 
of the Toshiba machine Co.’s violation of COCOM rules 
in late 1986. 


The sources said the Chinese would probably press the 
Japanese side to ease the restrictions on the export of 
COCOM.-related goods to China, and speed up export 
approval formalities. 


A certain Japanese computer maker said it took as long 
as two years for his firm to export computers to China. 
This has caused a considerable delay in the implemen- 
tation of the Chinese project involved, causing great 
inconvenience to the Chinese, the Japanese maker said. 


Emperor ‘Unofficially’ Invited to USSR 
OW2304 110389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0829 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 23 KYODO—The Soviet Union 
unofficially invited Emperor Akihito for a visit in Feb- 
ruary, informed sources said Sunday. 


The sources said Anatoliy Lukyanov, first vice president 
of the Supreme Soviet, extended the invitation to 
Emperor Akihito in a short, casual conversation during a 
tea party at the Imperial Palace on February 25. 


The tea party was held for those who attended the 
funeral of the late Emperor Hirohito, now called 
Emperor Showa. 


Foreign Ministry sources said Sunday they have no 
knowledge of the invitation, and said it probably had 
been extended out of courtesy. 


A visit to the Soviet Union by the emperor probably will 
not be made until a long-standing territorial dispute over 
four islands off northern Japan is settled, the sources 
said. 


The Soviet Union is preparing for a visit by Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth and has invited other European royalities. 
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The Foreign Ministry said an invitation to Emperor 
Akihito would likely be part of a Soviet effort to establish 
ties with royalties of the Western bloc. 


LDP Candidate Wins First Post-Tax Mayoralty 
OW2304151589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1304 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Nagoya, April 23 KYODO—A ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP)-backed independent won Sun- 
day’s Nagoya mayoral election despite public criticism 
of the recently imposed indirect tax and the Recruit 
influence-buying scandal. 


Incumbent Mayor Takeyoshi Nishio, 64, backed by the 
LDP and four opposition parties, defeated his 40-year- 
old rival, Japan Communist Party-backed Taira Takeu- 
chi, a lawyer. Nishio is seeking a second four-year term. 


The four opposition parties supporting Nishio are the Japan 
Socialist Party, Komeito, the Democratic Socialist Party 
and the United Social Democratic Party (Shaminren). 


Election officials said, however, that Takeuchi was get- 
ting more votes than expected, perhaps due to voter 
opposition to the new tax and the Recruit scandal. 


Nishio collected 371,333 votes, while his opponent gar- 
nered 289,421. 


Political analysts said that with Nishio’s narrow victory, 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita will likely be driven 
into a tighter political corner and calls for his resignation 
before the House of Councillors election this summer 
may mount. 


The election has attracted nationwide attention because 
it is the first held in a major city since the 3 percent 
consumption tax on all goods and services took effect 
April |. Nagoya, situated in central Japan, is the nation’s 
fourth-largest city. 


The election also has attracted broad interest because it 
was called amid the widening Recruit insider stock 
trading and bribery scandal, in which a host of LDP 
leaders as well as some opposition leaders are allegedly 
involved. 


Political sources said that during the election campaign, 
the Nishio camp tried to downplay LDP support and 
emphasize the backing of four opposition parties 
opposed to the consumption tax. 


Election officials said turnout, despite drizzling rain, was 
higher at 43.66 percent, compared with the 33.39 percent 
turnout for the previous mayoral election four years ago. 
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Recruit Scandal Leads to Diet Budget Impasse 


Provisional Budget To Be Extended 
OW2104 144489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1345 GMT 
21 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—The Finance Ministry 
on Friday started preparations to extend the current 
50-day 9,224.5 billion-yen provisional budget for fiscal 
1989 which started this month because of a parliamen- 
tary impasse stemming from the Recruit stock trading 
scandal, ministry sources said. 


The planned extension by means of a supplementary 
budget is expected to cover a period of about a month, in 
the light of the past examples. 


The full Fiscal 1989 budget should have passed the 
House of Representatives by Friday or 30 days before 
May 20, the expiration date of the current provisional 
budget, if it were to take effect by that date—even 
without action by the House of Councillors. 


The sources expressed concern that because new projects 
are in principle excluded from provisional budgets, the 
extension could result in damage to Japan’s international 
reputation and seriously affect the national life. 


The government cannot start talks with countries sched- 
uled to receive official development assistance (ODA) 
until after the full budget including ODA expenses has 
passed the Diet. 


Domestic procedures of aid-receiving countries after 
conclusion of ODA agreements with Japan also take 
several months, including budgeting of their shares in 
project costs and holding of international tenders, spell- 
ing further delays in the implementation of ODA 
projects. 


The government is extending the provisional budget for 
the first time in 34 years. 


The three postwar instances of extension in 1948, 1953 
and 1955 were all connected with the resignation of 
incumbent cabinets or Diet dissolution followed by 
general elections. 


LDP To ‘Unilaterally’ Resume Debate 
OW 2404083789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0656 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—The leadership of the 
government and ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
confirmed their intention Monday of not making any 
further concession to opposition parties and decided to 
unilaterally resume debates on the fiscal 1989 state 
budget. 
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LDP officials said the decision was made in a meeting of 
government and LDP leaders held at Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita’s official residence. 


The LDP last Friday [21 April] failed to persuade the 
Opposition camp to end its boycott of deliberations on 
the 60.4 trillion yen state budget in the House of Repre- 
sentatives Budget Committee. 


Such debates have been stalled since March 8 due to an 
opposition demand that former Prime Minister Yasu- 
hiro Nakasone be called to testify before the Diet about 
his alleged role in the Recruit insider stock trading and 
bribery scandal. 


At Friday’s meetings with opposition party executives, 
the LDP proposed that the Justice Ministry should 
submit an interim report Wednesday about the investi- 
gation into the scandal. 


The LDP also proposed that Nakasone should afterward 
explain his alleged links with Recruit Co., a business and 
employment information giant. 


In return, the LDP hoped for an agreement that the state 
budget would be approved by the lower house by Friday. 


The opposition, however, rejected the LDP’s proposals. 


The opposition boycott forced the government to intro- 
duce a provisional budget to cover state expenses for the 
first 50 days of fiscal 1989, which began on April |. 


Unless the state budget is approved by the Diet before 
the stopgap budget expires, the government will be 
forced to compile another budget to supplement the 
provisional budget. 


Takeshita and Shintaro Abe, LDP secretary general, 
earlier agreed to do their best so that the lower house 
budget committee can clear the budget before April 29 
when the Prime Minister leaves for a nine-day visit to 
five member countries of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 


Kozo Watanabe, chairman of the LDP Diet Affairs 
Committee, told Monday’s meeting that the ruling party 
has already made maximum concessions to the opposi- 
tion and said, “we have no intention of making any 
further concession to the opposition.” 


Talks on Diet Resumption Fail 
OW2404 101089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0946 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—The ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party failed to persuade opposition parties 
Monday to end their boycott of Diet debates on the 60.4 
trillion yen Fiscal 1989 state budget, ruling party offi- 
cials said. 
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Chairmen of the Diet Affairs Committees of the LDP 
and three opposition parties—the Japan Socialist Party, 
Komeito and the Democratic Socialist Party—intermit- 
tently met Monday but no agreement was reached, the 
officials said. 


Political analysts said the collapse of the ruling-opposi- 
tion talks has made it increasingly difficult for the budget 
to be cleared by the House of Representatives before 
April 29, when Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita is 
scheduled to leave on a nine-day visit to Southeast Asia. 


The LDP and government executives earlier decided to 
unilaterally resume debates at the lower house budget 
committee without making further concessions to the 
Opposition camp. 


Ministers, Dietmen Visit Yasukuni Shrine 
OW2104141889 Tokyo KYODO in English 1404 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Twelve members of 
the 21-man cabinet of Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
visited Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine On Friday to attend 
annual spring rites there. 


Besides them, 205 Diet members of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party [LDP] and their proxies visited the 
shrine dedicated to over 2 million Japanese war dead. 


Takeshita, Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi and 
Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno did not go to the shrine 
where wartime leader Gen. Hideki Tojo and other Class- 
A war criminals are enshrined. 


The 205 LDP parliamentarians included 146 members 
of the House of Representatives, of whom 63 were 
represented by their proxies. 


The 59 LDP members of the House of Councillors 
represented included 22 proxies. 


The 12 cabinet members who visited the shrine were 
State Ministers Saburo Kanemaru, Head of the Manage- 
ment and Coordination Agency; Kichiro Tazawa of the 
Defense Agency; Koichiro Aino of the Economic Plan- 
ning Agency; Chikao Sakamoto of the Okinawa and 
Hokkaido Development Agencies; Justice Mi£nister 
Masami Takatsuji; Health and Welfare Minister 
Junichiro Koizum1,; Farm Minister Tsutomu Hata; Posts 
and Telecommunications Minister Seiichi Kataoka; 
Construction Minister Hikosaburo Okonogi; Home 
Affairs Minister Shigenobu Sakano; Labor Minister 
Hyosuke Niwa; and Transport Minister Shinji Sato. 


Justice Minister Takatsuji maintains no seat in the Diet. 
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Mongolia 


Batmonh Visits Erdenet Ore-Dressing Combine 
OW 1804124689 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 17 Apr 89 


[Text] Mongolian party and state leader Batmonh visited 
the town of Erdenet and got acquainted with the work of 
the copper-molybdenum ore-dressing plant Erdenet and 
other industries there. He also learned about living and 
working conditions, as well as food supply in the town. 


Speaking at a meeting with city officials, Batmonh noted 
the role of the ore-dressing combine in the development 
of the country’s national economy. For the first time 
during its 10-year existence, the combine’s output was a 
million tonnes of copper concentrates the other day. The 
Erdenet combine exports its products to Czechoslovakia, 
the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, and Bul- 
garia and an agreement has been reached on export to 
Japan and Finland. 


Paper Views Friendship With North Korea 
OW 1604 103889 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in English 
1659 GMT 14 Apr 89 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, April 14 (OANA MONTSAME)— 
The trade union paper ““HUDULMUR” writes on the 
extending ties of friendship and cooperation between the 
Mongolian and Korean peoples. 


In the 50’s when the Korean people waged a heroic 
struggle against the American aggression, a group of 
Korean orphans were brought up in Ulaanbaatar. These 
Korean children, now the grown up people, remember 
with gratitude their second motherland and the Mongo- 
lian teachers. 


Last year one of the teachers has visited Pyongyang and 
was received by President Kim Il-song. 


The Mongolian public estimates the recent visit of the 
Mongolian Foreign Minister Ts. Gombosuren to the 
DPRK as a reliable move to develop and deepen the two 
countries’ friendship and cooperation, stresses the paper. 


Receiving the Mongolian minister, President Kim II- 
song expressed the conviction to step up the fraternal 
relations and cooperation between the DPRK and Mon- 
golia in accordance with the 1986 friendship and coop- 
eration treaty, which meets the aspirations of the Mon- 
golian people, said the newspaper in conclusion. 


Namsray Addresses USSR Friendship Association 
OW2304114689 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1405 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 20 Apr (MONTSAME)—The pri- 
mary task of all Mongolian organizations and working 
people is to make a principled analysis of their activities, 
in accordance with the decisions of the Fifth Plenum 
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(1988) of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party 
[MPRP] and to implement these decisions consistently. 
T. Namsray, member of the Politburo and secretary of 
the MPRP Central Committee, who is also the chairman 
of the Central Council of the Mongolian-Soviet Friend- 
ship Association, said this when he made a report at a 
meeting held this morning in Ulaanbaatar of the second 
plenum of this representative public organization. 


The plenum discussed the improvement of political 
work of the friendship association among the masses. 


The speaker drew attention to comprehensive propaganda 
and elucidation of the experience and achievements of the 
Soviet Union’s revolutionary restructuring and the course 
of its peace-loving foreign policy. He emphasized the need 
for the resolute abandonment of the traditional and out- 
dated methods of propaganda about friendship and coop- 
eration between the Mongolian and Soviet peoples, such as 
declarations and appeals. 


The comprehensive and systematic approach to political 
and cultural work among the masses carried out by the 
friendship association is one of the important tasks of 
improving this work. We should make patriotic and 
internationalist education of the working people, dis- 
semination of Soviet experience, and propaganda about 
the achievements of socialism the cornerstone of our 
work, the speaker noted. 


Participants at the meeting defined new tasks directed 
toward further perfection of the activity of the associa- 
tion and its organizations. 


North Korea 


Red Cross Sends Message to South Counterpart 
SK2204051089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0503 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA) —Son Song-pil, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the DPRK Red 
Cross Society, today sent a telephone message to the 
president of the South Korean Red Cross. 


The message says: 


I hope your Red Cross will correctly convey a letter sent 
at the request of the Korean Preparatory Committee for 
the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students to 
personages of your side. 


Informing you that two liaison officials of our Red Cross 
Society will be sent to the conference room of the 
Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission at Panmun- 
jom at 10:00 April 25, 1989 (Tuesday), to hand over the 
letter, | hope your side will take an appropriate step. 


A telephone message sent by the Korean Student Com- 
mittee to South Korea’s National Council of Student 
Representatives says: 


‘ 
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The Korean student committee fully agrees to the pro- 
posal of your organization that North-South student 
talks be held at 15:00 on April 28, and informs you that 
11 delegates of our side to the student talks will be sent 
to the conference room of the Neutral Nations Supervi- 
sory Commission at Panmunjom that day. 


Ho Tam Releases Press Statement on South 
SK2304070089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2100 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Press statement issued on 22 April by Ho Tam, chair- 
man of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of 
the Fatherland—read by announcer] 


[Text] Of late a base commotion of anticommunist 
confrontation, which is contrary to national reconcilia- 
tion and unity and which runs counter to dialogue and 
reunification, is being more indiscreetly perpetrated in 
South Korea. Having taken the fascist step of imposing 
wholesale suppression upon the South Korean people 
who have risen up in the sacred struggle of national 
salvation for independence, democracy, and reunifica- 
tion, the South Korean authorities have gone so far as to 
begin to suppress the activities of printing and dissemi- 
nating publications introducing the reality of the north- 
ern half of the republic. They have waged the commotion 
of perpetrating wholesale searches and seizures of all 
publishing houses and bookstores which print and dis- 
tribute books on the North. Thus, it has been reported 
that in one recent day alone, they confiscated more than 
10,000 books introducing the reality of the northern half 
of the republic. They are also warning the people, saying 
that those who print and distribute the North’s publica- 
tions will be sternly punished under the National Secu- 
rity Law. 


At a time when it has become a more urgent demand 
than ever before to achieve national reconciliation and 
unity and to pave a new phase of peaceful reunification, 
transcending ideology and system, such an ill-boding 
commotion by those in authority in South Korea has 
aroused deep apprehensions and resentment among all 
of the Korean people. 


For the South Korean people to want to have a correct 
understanding of the reality of the northern half is 
extremely natural under today’s tragic situation in which 
one nation has had to live divided for a long period of 
time, with the failure to realize mutual visits. For jour- 
nalists and publishers who have the national awareness 
to help the South Korean people understand the reality 
of the northern half to achieve the demands of the South 
Korean people is their intrinsic duty. 


Moreover, for the South Korean people, who have heard 
only distorted propaganda about the northern half, to 
eliminate their misunderstanding of and distrust of the 
North and to achieve national reconciliation and unity, 
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it is necessary for them to understand the reality of the 
North as it is. To this end, books on the North should be 
freely published and disseminated. 


The person in authority of South Korea stated in his 7 
July declaration that he would make public the reality of 
the North, saying he would develop North-South rela- 
tions into relations of national community, and compan- 
ionship relations, not hostile relations. If this were his 
real will, the South Korean authorities would encourage 
and positively ensure press activities introducing the 
North. If he cannot do so, he should at least not oppose 
and obstruct them. 


This notwithstanding, those in authority in South Korea 
said yesterday that they would make public the reality of 
the North but today incriminate and suppress the publica- 
tion and dissemination of books on the North on charges 
of violating the existing law. This is very regrettable. 


Moreover, what we cannot but seriously consider is the 
fact that those in authority in South Korea have sup- 
pressed the activities of publishing and disseminating 
books on the North to cast a dark shadow over the 
prospect of North-South top-level talks. 


Arranging North-South top-level talks is of weighty sig- 
nificance in achieving the country’s independent and 
peaceful reunification. The holding of North-South top- 
level talks would be a historic occasion in opening a 
decisive phase on the road of the country’s peace and 
reunification. Accordingly, no one should do anything 
that obstructs the opening of North-South top-level talks 
or provokes the other party. However, those in authority 
in South Korea are seizing the “Selected Works of Kim 
Il-song”’ and books explaining the chuche idea and are 
detaining and punishing those involved in the publica- 
tion of these books. This is undoubtely a very bad act 
which not only creates an artificial obstacle to North- 
South top-level talks, but also endangers their prospect. 


Furthermore, something we cannot overlook is that they 
have been illegally trying tc n Rev Mun Ik-hwan 
and scheming to take judic: against him for the 
mere reason that he came ng and was received 
by the great leader and had n-hearted discussion 
on the reunification question some time ago. 


The unjust attitude of those in authority in South Korea 
toward Rev Mun Ik-hwan is not confined to one man 
only but is an attitude toward us, a stand on national 
reunification related to the interests of whole nation. 


Rev Mun Ik-hwan visited Pyongyang at our official 
invitation and, through official talks with us, adopted an 
excellent joint statement helpful to the settlement of the 
reunification question and went back to South Korea. 
Yet they detained the aged democrat on the unjustified 
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charge that he contacted and negotiated with members of 
an antistate organization. This is an insult to us and 
shows that they have no intention of solving the national 
reunification question. 


Those in authority in South Korea, in actuality, detained 
and persecuted Yi Pu-yong, permanent co-chairman of 
the National Democratic Alliance of Korea [Chonmin- 
nyon}; Y1 Chae-o, chairman of the Fatherland Reunifi- 
cation Committee of Chonminnyon; Ko Un, co- 
chairman of Minyechong [General Federation of 
Nationalist Artists]; and other democrats for the mere 
reason that they initiated a nationwide meeting and a 
conference of writers from the North, the South, and 
overseas. They committed the same outrage of arresting 
and persecuting Hanyang University Professor Yi Yong- 
hui, editorial adviser to the HANGYORE SINMUN, 
because he wanted to visit the northern half together 
with other journalists for news coverage. 


By detaining Rev Mun Ik-hwan who went back after his 
trip to Pyongyang and by imprisoning and persecuting 
the patriots who proposed a dialogue for the reunifica- 
tion and democrats who have conducted patriotic press 
activities for national reconciliation, the persons in 
authority of South Korea themselves nullified the so- 
called 7 July declaration, rendered the atmosphere of 
North-South dialogue including top-level talks most 
cloudy, and put North-South relations as a whole into 
the worst state. 


I think it is natural for the world people, expressing deep 
apprehension over the reckless policies—anticommu- 
nism, confrontation, and the fascist reactionary offen- 
sive—-to predict that those in authority in South Korea 
will face disgraceful doom like their predecessors if they 
irrationally continue to advance toward the road against 
reunification and toward the road for returning to the 
Fifth Republic’s dictatorship. 


Those in authority in South Korea should know that the 
days are gone, never to return, when they could solve 
everything at the point of bayonet. 


I strongly hold that if those in authority in South Korea 
truly want national unity and the peaceful reunification 
of the country and intend to hold top-level talks, they 
must stop suppressing the South Korean people who 
want to know about the reality of the northern half of the 
Republic, release Rev Mun Ik-hwan and other demo- 
crats without delay, and discontinue the fascist suppres- 
sion of democratic forces. 


If those in authority in South Korea continue to promote 
the policies of anticommunism and confrontation, to 
suppress publishing activities introducing the northern 
half, and to have Rev Mun Ik-hwan and other democrats 
tried and persecuted, in defiance of protests at home and 
abroad, they should be held totally responsible for all 
consequences arising therefrom. 


a 
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[Dated] 22 April 1989 Pyongyang 
South Writer Hwang Sok-young Ends Visit 


Meets With Relatives 
SK2304083989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0833 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)}—South Korean 
writer Hwang Sok-yong on a visit to the northern half of 
the republic met his family members and relatives on 
April 23. 


They warmly hugged each other with deep emotion at 
reunion. 


Unbosoming their hearts, they expressed their ardent 
desire to put an immediate end to the tragic reality in 
which kinsmen cannot meet each other freely even in the 
same country and land and reunify the country. 


Signs Literature, Arts Agreement 
SK2404075989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1200 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)}—Officials con- 
cerned of the Central Committee of the General Feder- 
ation of Unions of Literature and Arts of Korea and 
Hwang Sok-yong, spokesman for the General Federation 
of National Artists of South Korea, adopted “‘an agree- 
ment on the uniform development of national literature 
and arts between the North and the South” today in 
Pyongyang through the exchange of views. 


The agreement was signed by Choe Yong-hwa, first 
vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the General 
Federation of Unions of Literature and Arts of Korea 
(Munyechong) and Hwang Sok-yong, spokesman for the 
General Federation of National Artists of South Korea 
(Minyechong). . 


The agreement is as follows: 


An agreement on the uniform development of national 
literature and arts between the North and the South. 


Hwang Sok-yong, spokesman for Minyechong, visited 
Pyongyang from March 20. 


During his visit, spoke an Hwang Sok-yong was 
accorded warm hospitality overflowing with kindred feel- 
ings by officials of the Central Committee of the General 
Federation of Unions of Literature and Arts of Korea, 
writers and artists and, exchanged open-hearted views on 
the uniform development of national literature and arts 
with officials of the Central Committee of Munyechong. 


Through the exchange of views, both sides confirmed that 
spokesman Hwang Sok-yong’s visit to Pyongyang strives 
for recognition and understanding of the counterpart’s 
literature and art, is very beneficial in realizing national 
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reconciliation and unity between the artists of the North 
and the South, and has great significance in enhancing the 
role of the artists of the North and the South to promote 
the nation’s greatest long-cherished desire which is the 
great cause for the fatherland’s reunification. 


The Munyechong Central Committee side pointed out 
that Korean literary men and artists, whether they may 
be in the North or in the South and what idea, ideal and 
ism they may espouse, must take it as their noble 
national duty to conduct literary and artistic activities 
beneficial to the independent and peaceful reunification 
of the country and carry on creative activities on the 
three principles of independence, peaceful reunification 
and great national unity for national reunification. 


The Munyechong Central Committee side also pointed 
out that, in order to strive for the uniform development 
of national literature and arts, it is important to jointly 
develop literary and artistic activities through contact 
and cooperation between the literary men and artists of 
the North and South. Munyechong also mentioned that 
large-scale organization and progress must be made in 
various literature and art fields. 


Spokesman Hwang Sok-yong stressed literature and the arts’ 
great role and significance in accomplishing national reuni- 
fication. He said that, through literary and artistic activities, 
heterogeneity between the North and the South must be 
removed, national homogeneity restored, the nation’s per- 
manent division prevented, and desire for the reunification 
of one and the same nation enlightened and encouraged. 


Spokesman Hwang Sok-yong mentioned that in order to 
desire uniform development of national literature and arts, 
exchange and visits between literary men and artists of the 
North and the South must be activated, the reality of 
North and South literature and arts must be known by 
both sides and be correctly introduced to the masses and 
correctly advertised. Also, in order to get the feeling that 
the national literature and arts of the north and the south 
are not two, but one substance, their literary and artistic 
works must be bound together as one book and writers and 
artists of the North and the South should jointly collabo- 
rate in literary and artistic works and frequently organize 
joint photo expositions, art shows, and film festivals. 


Spokesman Hwang Sok-yong also proposed that in order to 
realize the exchange between North and South literary 
men and artists not only should the South’s Minyechong 
and the North’s Munyechong Central Committee be 
arranged, but it is also desirable to arrange talks between 
South Korea’s General Federation of Artistic and Cultural 
Organization and the Munyechong Central Committee. 


The Munyechong Central Committee side expressed 
consensus on spokesman Hwang Sok-yong’s proposals 
and suggestions and expressed affirmative support. Also, 
it emphasized that exchange in the field of literature and 
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arts between the North and the South and realizing 
cooperation and collaboration are imminent in getting 
rid of the tragedy of national division and in realizing the 
fatherland’s reunification. 


The two sides have reached a consensus of views on 
promoting a uniform development of national literature 
and arts and agree on making joint efforts to realise the 
following issues: 


1) The two sides take it as the most noble national duty of 
North and South literary men and artists to render positive 
services through literary and artistic activities to the sacred 
national cause of reunifying the country independently 
and peacefully on the principle of great national unity and 
oppose all action of perpetuating the division of the 
country and undermining the unity of the nation. 


2) The two sides promote the work for the literary men 
and artists of the North and the South to meet either 
collectively or individually in order to achieve the uni- 
form development of national literature and arts. 


3) The two sides bind together literary works written in 
the North and progressive literary works written in the 
South under the title “Contemporary Literature of Our 
Country,” publish and disseminate them in the North 
and the South and gradually turn them into periodicals 
with a view to tiding over the present reality where the 
literary men and artists in the North and the South, the 
same nation, have not correct knowledge of literature 
and arts of the other side owing to territorial bisection 
and national split for nearly half a century. 


4) The two sides make sure that writers and artists in the 
North and the South jointly conduct the creative activity of 
literary and art works by all means possible in order to 
jointly contribute to the development of national literature 
and arts as one and the same nation though they are 
separated. 


In the field of literature, first of all, novelists and poets in 
the North and South consult and collaborate on novels 
or epics with each other or write, publish and print them 
on the same themes and the same titles. 


In this way wide-range collaboration and exchange are 
carried on in music, fine arts, film, photo, drama, dance, 
circus, and other fields. 


5) The two sides ensure that literary men and artists of 
the North and the South jointly organize and hold in 
different forms and ways a joint exhibition, a joint 
performance and a joint festiva! including a “film festi- 
val,” “photo exposition,” and “art show” in the fields of 
literature and arts. 


6) In order to concretize and actively promote the 
above-mentioned work talks will be arranged between 
the Munyechong Central Committee in the North and 
Minyechong in the South. 


FBIS-EAS-89-077 
24 April 1989 


Above all, joint efforts will be made to open in Panmu- 
njom, Pyongyang, Seoul or a third country at an early 
date preliminary contact between writers of the North 
and the South for a meeting of writers in the North, the 
South, and abroad which is already on the order of the 
day and to realise contacts and dialogue in music, fine 
arts, film, photo, drama, dance, circus, and other sectors. 


7) Delegates of Munyechong in the North and Minye- 
chong in the South often meet to discuss detailed affairs 
in implementing this agreement and, when this is impos- 
sible, discuss and put it into practice through correspon- 
dence and broadcasting media. 


[Dated] 23 April 1989, Pyongyang 

[Signed] Choe Yong-hwa, first vice chairman of the 
Korean General Federation of Unions of Literature and 
Arts Central Committee; Hwang Sok-yong, spokesman for 
the General Federation of National Artists of South Korea 


Interviewed in Pyongyang 
SK2404055189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0456 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)}—South Korean writer 
Hwang Sok-yong, spokesman of the General Federation of 
National Artists, was interviewed by home and foreign 
reporters at the People’s Palace of Culture today. 


Choe Yong-hwa, first vice-chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee of the General Federation of Unions of Literature 
and Arts of Korea (Munyechong), made public “An 
Agreement on the Uniform Development of National 
Literature and Arts Between the North and the South” 
adopted through the exchange of views between officials 
of the Central Committee of Munyechong and Hwang 
Sok-yong, spokesman of the General Federation of 
National Artists of South Korea. 


Then Hwang Sok-yong spoke. 


He said he is a writer who represents diverse national 
problems facing us and various complex problems of life 
through human life, through life itself, not touching 
upon what is political, and accordingly, he has come to 
the North for a purpose motivated by the loyal heart to 
play the role of stepping stones of linking together the life 
of our nation divided for half a century, the life of our 
nation living in areas at loggerheads in an acute confron- 
tation and antoganism without parallel in the world. 


He stressed that he was visiting the North in response to 
the solemn summons of the nation. 


It is, he said, important above all to confirm through 
literature and arts that the people in the North and the 
South are one and the same nation and have homogene- 
ity, despite differences in system and idea. He said he 
had unilaterally talked and written about the North, but 
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he wished this time to objectively see his compatriots in 
the North and their life and the system of the North and 
write a book about the results and let his compatriots in 
the south read it. 


It is our simplest desire concerning reunification to see 
our fellow countrymen, flesh and blood and families live 
happily together, he said, adding: I, a small artist wanted 
to show this in deed. 


I think I have attained my goal through my current visit to 
the North, he said, and expressed his satis'action over it. 


Hwang Sok-yong answered questions put by reporters. 


In the evening, the Central Committee of Munyechong 
arranged a party for him. 


Leaves Pyongyang 
$K2404063889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0607 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA}—South Korean 
writer Hwang Sok-yong, a spokesman of the General 
Federation of National Artists of South Korea (Minye- 
chong), left Pyongyang this morning by plane after 
concluding his visit to the northern half of the Republic. 


Chairman Paek In-chun and first Vice-Chairman Choe 
Yong-hwa of the Central Committee of the General 
Federation of Unions of Literature and Arts of Korea 
and writers in Pyongyang came out to the airport to see 
him off. 


Also on hand were relatives of Hwang Sok-yong. 


Lovely children presented bunches of flowers to him 
leaving here after successfully concluding his itinerary. 


The piane carrying him took off amid warm cheers of the 
well-wishers overflowing with compatriotic sentiments 
and regret at parting. 


South Helds Responsible for Talks Postponement 
SK2204085589 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[NODONG SINMUN 21 April commentary: “The 
South Side Must Take Responsibility as a Matter of 
Course”’] 


[Text] The South Korean rulers have extremely aggra- 
vated North-South relations, which had been moving 
toward reconciliation and detente, by arresting Rev Mun 
Ik-hwan on charges of violating the National Security 
Law after he visited Pyongyang to carry out favorable 
work for the country, the nation, and for reunification. 


In relation to this, our side had to take measures to 
postpone the preliminary talks for North-South high- 
level political and military talks slated for 26 April and 
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the third round of North-South sports talks scheduled for 
18 April to 12 and 18 July respectively. This was brought 
about completely due to the South side’s negative atti- 
tude in dialogue and reunification. 


Regardless of the South Korean rulers’ vicious anticom- 
munist fascism and maneuvers, the reason we proposed 
the new date for the talks reflects our firm will to 
perpetuate various means of dialogue and to guide 
dialogue toward success. 


This notwithstanding, the South Korean rulers are raising 
a hue and cry these days, slandering our just measure as 
turning away from our fellow countrymen’s desires and as 
disregard for the other side. This is a ridiculous artifice to 
justify their crime against dialogue and reunification. 


As is known, Rev Mun Ik-hwan came to Pyongyang 
legally through our official invitation and reached good 
agreements with us on the issue of peaceful reunification. 


Because his visit to Pyongyang goes beyond the differ- 
ences among viewpoint, ideology, and system, it was an 
extremely righteous patriotic and nation-loving and 
splendid undertaking which should receive applause 
from the whole nation in view of the spirit of the 4 July 
North-South joint declaration which provides a legal 
basis since it states the need to strive for great national 
unity, and also in view of the trend of the times which 
tears down obstacles to reconciliation and unity, and the 
aspirations for reunification in alliance with commu- 
nism and the North in South Korea. 


Nevertheless, the South Korean authorities placed Rev 
Mun Ik-hwan, who carried out important work to break 
down the barriers between the North and South to open 
the road for North-South dialogue and who developed 
the reunification movement to a new high stage, behind 
bars branding him an element beneficial to the enemy. 
Therefore, this is nothing more than the candid procla- 
mation that they are completely denying North-South 
dialogue and reunification itself and that they will con- 
tinue to confront us. 


In the 7 July declaration the person in authority in South 
Korean himself made a commitment to exchanges and 
visits between the North and the South, but he incrimi- 
nated Rev Mun Ik-hwan who translated this into prac- 
tice. This demonstrates that the dialogue and reunifica- 
tion they advertise are empty slogans to deceive public 
opinion at home and abroad and that they have no other 
intention but to use North-South dialogue as a means for 
the prolongation of power. 


Taking advantage of Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongy- 
ang, the South Korean rulers in reality are openly crying 
Out that we, the counterpart for dialogue, are an antina- 
tional organization and are wielding a vicious tyrannical 
knife against those who are trying to contact us and have 
a dialogue with us. Many journalists who praised the 
chuche idea and the northern half of the republic;; many 
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figures insisting on North-South dialogue and exchanges; 
and Prof Yi Yong-hui of Hanyang University and edito- 
rial adviser for HANGYORE SINMUN, who put forth 
plans for reporters to visit Pyongyang, have already been 
arrested. The puppets are taking decisive actions as they 
can, forcing the anticommunist organization hoodlums 
to carry out acts of terror against democratic organiza- 
tions and core figures. 


The North-So: dialogue is necessary for reunification 
and is being c..1ed out to achieve reunification. Dia- 
logue pursuing confrontation and disruption is of no use 
even though it is carried out many times. 


Under these circumstances, where the South Korean 
puppets are turning North-South relations into hostile 
relations as usual, refuse dialogue for reunification, and 
struggle uselessly to use the issue of the fatherland’s 
reunification for impure political purposes, it is clear 
that progress of any kind cannot be expected even if the 
North and South sit face to face. 


The South Kerean rulers must bear due responsibility 
for the antinational crime in barring the successful 
progress of general North-South dialogue by reversing 
the situation which is developing favorably for national 
reconciliation and reunification. 


Whether the South Korean authorities free Rev Mun 
Ik-hwan or continue to imprison him, and whether they 
guarantee the freedom to carry out activities of personages 
who want to contact and have dialogue with us or continue 
to wield the knife, will be the touchstone in distinguishing 
whether they desire dialogue and reunification or whether 
they pursue confrontation and division. 


As long as such an antidemocratic, antireunification 
fascist evil law the National Security Law is not abol- 
ished, a law which makes it possible in South Korea to 
brand us, who are of the same race, as an the enemy and 
to punish all people insisting on dialogue and reunifica- 
tion as procommunist elements aiding the enemy, it is 
once again clear that there can be no expectation of 
successful progress in North-South dialogue and in 
resolving the issue of the country’s reunification. 


If the South Korean authorities have the genuine inten- 
tion to hold dialogue with us and solve the reunification 
question, they must abrogate the National Security Law, 
stop barring nongovernmental level dialogue between 
the North and the South, release Rev Mun Ik-hwan 
unconditionally, and discontinue the anticommunist fas- 
cist moves at once. 


Success or failure in the progress of the North-South 
dialogue depends completely upon the South Korean 
authorities’ attitude. We will watch the attitude of the 
South side hereafter. 
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South Worker Posthumously Elected Union Member 
SK2104152289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1502 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 21 (KCNA) —The Pyongyang 
Clothing Factory elected and registered as honorary 
member of its trade union committee Kim Yun-ki, 
former trade union chief of the Tokjin Oceangoing 
Company, Lid., in Songnam City who died in self- 
immolation in protest against the U.S. imperialists and 
the South Korean fascist clique. 


A general meeting of trade union members of the factory 
was held today at the factory to elect and register him as 
an honorary member of the trade union committee. 


A letter to the workers of the Tokjin Oceangoing Com- 
pany, Ltd. and the bereaved family of Kim Yun-ki in 
Songnam, Kyonggi Province, was adopted at the meeting. 


Noting that it is the elementary right to existence, 
democratic liberties and freedom of trade union activity 
that Kim Yun-ki and other South Korean workers so 
ardently desired, the letter says that to this end they have 
turned out in the struggle to build a new society free from 
outside forces, fascism and division, a new society where 
all the working people live a life of equality without any 
gap between the rich and the poor. 


The No Tae-u group is reviving the sword politics and 
the despotic rule, a replica of the former “‘yusin” fascist 
rule and the notorious dictatorship of the “Fifth Repub- 
lic,” in South Korea, nipping off at the point of the 
bayonet even the bud of democracy the South Korean 
workers and people have won with their blood in the 
course of their protracted, arduous struggle. The letter 
says, and stresses, we express the belief that you, together 
with the entire South Korean workers, will deeply cher- 
ish your heavy mission for the times and history, turn 
your sorrow at the loss of your beloved fellow into 
enmity and daringly turn out in the sacred struggle 
against the United States and fascism and for national 
salvation and staunchly fight it out till you have accom- 
plished your cause of justice. 


PRC Leader Zhao Ziyang Makes Official Visit 


Passes Through Sinuiju 
SK2404101989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1009 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—Comrade Zhao 
Ziyang, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China, passed through Sinuiju, 
a border city, today by a special train for an official 
goodwill visit to Korea at the invitation of Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK]. 


Senior Chinese officials who are accompanying Com- 
rade Zhao Ziyang passed through Sinuiju. 
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Sinuiju Youth Railway Station was in welcome attire. 


A large number of working people and school youth and 
children in the city warmly welcomed the Korean visit of 
the friendship envoy of the Chinese people, waving flags 
of Korea and China and flowers. 


The guests were greeted by Director of a department of 
the WPK Central Committee Kim Yong-sun, General 
Kim Kwang-chin of the Korean People’s Army and 
Korean Ambassador E.P. to China Chu Chang-chun, 
members of the WPK Central Committee, and Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Cha Pong-chu and Vice- 
Minister of Railways So Nam-sin, who went to Sinuiju to 
greet Comrade Zhao Ziyang. 


The guests were also met by chief secretary of the North 
Pyongan Provincial Party Committee and chairman of 
the North Pyongan Provincial People’s Committee Kim 
Hak-pong and chairman of the North Pyongan Provin- 
cial Administration and Economic Guidance Committee 
Yom Chae-man, members of the WPK Central Commit- 
tee, and other leading personnel of the party, power and 
administrative and economic organs and working peo- 
ple’s organisations and generals of the Korean People’s 
Army in the province. 


The guests had a rest for a while in the lounge of the 
railway station before leaving Sinuiju Youth Railway 
Station. 


At Sinanju Youth Railway Station on the way to Pyongy- 
ang the guests were warmly welcomed by So Yun-sok, 
member of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee, chief secretary of the South Pyongan Pro- 
vincial Party Committee and chairman of the South 
Pyongan Provincial People’s Committee; Kim Ui-sun, 
alternate member of the WPK Central Committee and 
chairman of the South Pyongan Provincial Administra- 
tion and Economic Guidance Committee; and other 
leading personnel of local party, power and administra- 
tive and economic organs and a large number of people. 


Greeted Upon Arrival in Pyongyang 
SK2404095389 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0912 GMT 24 Apr 


[Text] Comrade Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the 
CPC Central Committee, who is paying an official 
goodwill visit to our country at the invitation of the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the 
Workers Party of Korea [WPK] Central Committee, 
arrived in Pyongyang by special train this afternoon. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, along with lead- 
ing party and state cadres, warmly welcomed Comrade 
Zhao Ziyang at the Pyongyang railway station. 
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The Pyongyang railway station compound, where greet- 
ing the fraternal Chinese people’s goodwill envoy took 
place, and the plaza in front of the station were envel- 
oped in an atmosphere of warm welcome. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the CPC 
Central Committee, and his suite members ar ived there. 


Greeting the guests at the railway station were Comrade 
Kim Chong-il, member of the Political Bureau Presid- 
ium and secre*--~ of the WPK Central Committee; 
Comrade O Ch...-u, member of the WPK Central Com- 
mittee Political Bureau Presidium and minister of the 
People’s Armed Forces; members and candidate mem- 
bers of the WPK Central Committee Political Bureau: 
secretaries of the WPK Central Committee; vice pre- 
miers of the State Administration Council; and function- 
aries concerned. 


Staff members of the PRC Embassy in our country came 
out to the Pyongyang railway station. 


A grand ceremony to welcome Comrade Zhao Ziyang, 
general secretary of the WPK Central Committee, who is 
paying an official good-will visit to our country at the 
invitation of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, 
general secretary of the WPK Central Committee, was 
held in Pyongyang railway station. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the WPK 
Central Committee, was warmly welcomed by approxi- 
mately 500,000 masses along the street of Pyongyang. 


Welcomed by Leaders 
SK2404 104589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1023 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—Comrade Zhao Ziy- 
ang, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, arrived here today by special 
train for an official goodwill visit to Korea at the invitation 
of Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK]. 


Comrade Kim Il-song, accompanied by party and state 
leading officials, warmly greeted Comrade Zhao Ziyang 
and other Chinese guests. 


The gaily decorated streets of Pyongyang were wrapped 
in a festive mood to welcome the Korean visit of the 
goodwill envoy of the fraternal Chinese people and was 
bustling with strong feelings of militant friendship and 
solidarity between the Korean and Chinese peoples. 


Hung out in the compound of the railway station were 
the slogans “Long live the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song!” “Long live the glorious Workers’ Party of 
Korea!” and “Long live the great Communist Party of 
China!” “Warm welcome to Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s 
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visit to our country!” and “Long live the indestructible 
militant friendship and solidarity between the Korean 
and Chinese parties and peoples sealed in blood!” 


The flags of Korea and China were hoisted on the 
flagpoles. 


Comrade Kim Il-song came ou to Pyongyang railway 
station to greet Comrade Zhao Ziyang. 


Present at the railway station were Comrade Kim 
Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the Poltical 
Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea; O Chin-u, member of the Pre- 
sidium of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Com- 
mittee and minister of People’s Armed Forces; Yon 
Hyong-muk, Pak Song-chol, Kim Yong-nam, Kye Ung-tae, 
Ho Tam and Chon Pyong-ho, members of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central Committee; Choe Kwang, 
Han Song-yong, Hyon Mu-kwang, Kim Pok-sin, Cho Se- 
ung, Chong Chun-ki and Kang Hui-won, alternate mem- 
bers of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Commit- 
tee; Choe Tae-pok, Pak Nam-ki, Hwang Chang-yop and 
Kim Chung-nin, secretaries of the WPK Central Commit- 
tee; Yi Kye-paek, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the Korean Social Democratic Party; Choe Tok-sin, chair- 
man of the Central Committee of the Chondoist Chongu 
Party; Kim Yun-hyok, Kim Hwan and Kim Chang-chu, 
vice-premiers of the Administration Council; Yun Ki-pok, 
chairman of the Economic Policy Commission of the 
Central People’s Committee; Yi Chin-kyu, first vice- 
chairman of the Central Standing Committee of the gen- 
eral association of Korean Residents in Japan, who is 
staying in the homeland; members and alternate members 
of the WPK Central Committee in Pyongyang; department 
directors of the WPK Central Committee; chairmen of 
Commissions and ministers of the Administration Coun- 
cil; leading officials of the central organs and working 
people’s organizations; generals of the Korean People’s 
Army; and leading officials of science, education, culture 
and art, public health and the press. 


Present at the railway station were Chinese Embassy 
officials, members of the liaison office of the Chinese 
People’s Volunteers to the Military Armistice Commis- 
sion, Chinese guests staying in Korea and Chinese stu- 
dents studing here. 


At 4 in the afternoon the train carrying the goodwill envoy 
of the Chinese people pulled into the railway station. 


Comrade Kim Il-song warmly shook hands with Com- 
rade Zhao Ziyang who got off the train and warmly 
hugged him. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang exchanged greetings with mem- 
bers of the Presidium of the Political Bureau of the WPK 
Central Committee and members of the Politbureau. 


Children presented bouquets of fragrant flowers to Com- 
rade Kim Il-song and Comrade Zhao Ziyang. 
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Arriving here in company with Comrade Zhao Ziyang 
were Wu Xueqian, member of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee and vice-premier of the State 
Council; Hong Xuezhi, deputy secretary-general of the 
Military Commission of the CPC Centra] Committee; 
Zhu Liang, member, and head of the International 
Liaison Department, of the CPC Central Committee; 
Liu Shuqing, vice-minister of Foreign Affairs; Luo Yun- 
guang, vice-minister of railways; Wen Yezhan, Chinese 
ambassador E.P. to Korea; and others. 


A welcome function took place in the compound of the 
railway station. 


The national anthems of the PRC and the DPRK were 
played. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang in company with Comrade Kim 
Il-song reviewed an honor guard of the three services of 
the Korean People’s Army while a 2l-gun salute 
boomed. 


Chinese Embassy officials and Chinese students study- 
ing in Korea presented bouquets of fragrant flowers to 
Comrade Kim Il-song and Comrade Zhao Ziyang. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang accompanied by Comrade Kim 
Il-song came out to railway station plaza amid the warm 
welcome of the crowds. 


Greeted by 500,000 Pyongyang Residents 
SK2404 102389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1015 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—Pyongyang was in 
welcome attire to greet Comrade Zhao Ziyang, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China, who is paying an official goodwill visit to 
Korea at the invitation of Comrade Kim Il-song, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea. 


Fluttering on the lampposts on the street were Korean 
and Chinese flags and set up along the route were 
placards reading “Warm welcome to Comrade Zhao 
Ziyang’s visit to Korea!” “Long live the unbreakable 
blood-sealed militant friendship and unity between the 
Korean and Chinese parties and peoples!” Posters 
depicting the everlasting Korea-China friendship and 
various welcoming decorations. 


Over 500,000 working people un the capital turned out 
along the route from Pyongyang railway station plaza to 
Kumsong Street through Sungni and Kaeson Streets, 
carrying Korean and Chinese miniature flags, bunches of 
flowers and balloons in their hands to warmly greet the 
goodwill envoy of the Cinese people. 


A wave of flowers rolled on from Yonggwang Street 
adjoining Pyongyang railway station plaza. 
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When the open limousine carrying Comrade Kim Il-song 
and Comrade Zhao Ziyang moved slowly along the 
route. the working people standing thickly on the either 
side of the route enthusiastically welcomed them, raising 
cheers and waving flags of the two countries and bunches 
of flowers. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s visit to Korea this time is an event 
of weighty significance in demonstrating the might of the 
friendship and unity between the Korean and Chinese 
peoples and advancing the cause of peace in Asia. 


Receives Friendship Statuette 
SK2404102789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1020 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—A Korea-China 
friendship statuette was presented today at Kim Il-song 
Square to Comrade Zhao Ziyang, general secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, 
on an official goodwill visit to the DPRK. 


Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea in company 
with him arrived at the square where a wave of flowers 
was rolling on. [as received] 


Comrade Kim Il-song and Comrade Zhao Ziyang were 
presented with fragrant flowers by artists. 


Choe Mun-son, chief secretary of the Pyongyang Munic- 
ipal Party Committee and chairman of the Pyongyang 
Municipal People’s Committee presented a Korea-China 
friendship statuette to Comrade Zhao Ziyang. 


Warmly welcoming his visit to Korea, Choe Mun-son 
said he was pleased to present the statuette depicting the 
traditional friendship and unity between the peoples of 
Korea and China as an expression of the Korean people's 
friendly feelings towards the Chinese people. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang expressed deep thanks for presen- 
tation of the excellent statuette. 


Calls on Kim Il-song 
SK2404 105389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1039 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—Comrade Zhao Ziy- 
ang, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, paid a courtesy call today on 
Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK]. 


Present on the occasion were Wu Xuegian, member of 
the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and 
vice-premier of the State Council; Hong Xuezhi, deputy 
secretary-general of the Military Commission of the CPC 
Central Committee; Zhu Liang, member of the CPC 
Central Committee and head of the International Liai- 
son Department of the CPC Central Committee; Liu 
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Shuging, vice-minister of foreign affairs; Luo Yunguang, 
vice-minister of railways; Wen Yezhan, Chinese ambas- 
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Korea; and 
other members of the entourage. 


On hand were Yon Hyong-muk, member of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and premier of 
the Administration Council; Pak Song-chol, member of 
the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and 
vice-president; Kim Yong-nam, member of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, vice-premier of 
the Administration Council and foreign minister; Ho 
Tam, member of the Political Bureau and secretary of 
the WPK Central Committee; Choe Kwang, alternate 
member of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee and chief of the General Staff of the Korean 
People’s Army; Kang Hui-won, alternate member of the 
Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and 
vice-premier of the Administration Council; Choe Tae- 
pok and Pak Nam-ki, members and secretaries of the 
WPK Central Committee; Kim Yong-sun, member of 
the WPK Central Committee and director of a depart- 
ment of the WPK Central Committee; Chu Chang-chun, 
member of the WPK Central Committee and DPRK 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to China; 
Kim Yang-kon, vice- director of a department of the 
WPK Central Committee; and Cha Pong-chu, vice- 
minister of foreign affairs. 


Comrade Kim Il-song had a cordial and friendly talk 
with Comrade Zhao Ziyang. 


Daily Welcomes Visit 
SK2404024589 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2215 GMT 23 Apr 89 


[NODONG SINMUN 24 April editorial: “The Fraternal 
Chinese People’s Envoy of Friendship Is Warmly 
Welcomed”’] 


[Text] At the invitation of the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Workers Party of Korea 
[WPK] Central Committee, Comrade Zhao Ziyang, gen- 
eral secretary of the CPC Central Committee, is arriving 
today in Pyongyang for an official state visit to our 
country. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s visit to our country, which is 
made at a time when our people are filled with pride and 
self-confidence at having demonstrated the might of their 
single-minded unity through their triumphant conclusion 
of the 200-day campaign under the wise leadership of the 
party and leader, makes our people very happy. 


Our people warmly welcome Comrade Zhao Ziyang, 
who is carrying the fraternal Chinese people’s warm 
feelings of friendship. 
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It has been a long-established tradition for party and state 
leaders [yongdoja] of Korea and China to deepen their 
friendship and trust and strengthen unity and cooperation 
through their frequent visits to each other’s country. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s present visit to our country will 
serve aS an important opportunity to further strengthen 
and develop the traditional friendship and unity between 
the Korean and Chinese people in response to the 
current developing situation. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The 
peoples of Korea and China are close comrades in arms, 
genuine class brothers, and credible allies, who have inte- 
grated their fate into one under the banner of Marxism- 
Leninism and proletarian internationalism for a long 
period of history and have shared life and death, weal and 
woe with each other on a single road of arduous struggle. 


The Korean-Chinese friendship has deep historical roots 
and the chronicles of Korean-Chinese relations are 
replete with countless touching facts and heartwarming 
stories. The Korean and Chinese people, who have long 
been engaged in a sacred joint struggle in firm unity, 
have together crossed the hills of ordeals and fought 
together in a bloody showdown. In the course of this 
protracted joint struggle, in which they shared life and 
death and weal and woes with each other, the peoples of 
Korea and China have become genuine class brothers 
and reliable revolutionary comrades in arms. 


The glorious tradition of the Korean-Chinese friendship 
of the mutual sharing of joy and sorrow, wholehearted 
mutual assistance, and close mutual support and coop- 
eration has been jointly established by the two countries’ 
party and state leaders. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song and China’s 
long-standing party and state leaders have sown the seed 
of Korean-Chinese friendship, have made it bud 
together, and have cultivated it beautifully together. In 
recent years the Korean-Chinese friendship has been 
blossoming and developing thanks to the profound inter- 
ests and consideration of the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song and the dear Comrade Kim Chong-il and China’s 
leading party and siate cadres, including the respected 
Comrades Zhao Ziyang and Deng Xiaoping. 


The Korean-Chinese friendship has thus become more 
invincible thanks to the comradely relations of friend- 
ship and the revolutionary sense of obligation existing 
between the party and state leaders of the two countries. 


The friendship between the fraternal peoples, who have 
fought together for their common cause, with the sacri- 
fice of their blood and lives, will remain eternal and 
invariable no matter what ordeals it may come across. 
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Just as the revolutionary struggle by the two peoples of 
Korea and China for socialism and cor .munism contin- 
ues from generation to generation, their fraternal friend- 
ship is also tirelessly and unceasingly developing from 
generation to generation. 


Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s visit to our country this time is 
a clear demonstration of the invincibility and solidity of 
the Korean-Chinese friendship, which is is blossoming 
and developing with each passing day. 


The fraternal Chinese people are attaining good results 
by deepening reform and their open door policy and by 
struggling to build up socialism with a Chinese character 
under the leadership of the CPC. 


A favorable phase of stability has begun since the 3d Plenary 
Session of the | 1th CPC, and great progress is being made in 
the struggle to build a modern socialist power. 


Today a vigorous struggle is being waged to implement 
the 13th CPC National Congress’ decision. Socialist 
material and spiritual civilizations are being sought, the 
economy is developing rapidly and, accordingly, the 
people’s standard of living is being enhanced. 


This proves that the CPC line and policy to maintain 
four basic principles and achieve four modernizations is 
a correct policy, which has been drawn from the specific 
situation of China. 


The CPC and Chinese people are making active efforts 
to achieve the reunification of China according to the 
one-state, two-systems policy. 


The PRC is actively contributing to defending peace in 
Asia and the world by pursuing an independent, auton- 
omous, and peaceful foreign policy. 


The PRC’s might is being consolidated with each passing 
day, and its international position is being further 
enhanced. 


It is a joy and great encouragement for our Korean 
people as well that the socialist construction of modern- 
ization is being successfully carried out and everything 
goes well in China. 


Our people wish the fraternal Chinese people even 
greater success in their work to build a modern socialist 
power, and extend full support and solidarity toward 
their struggle to achieve the whole nation’s reunification. 


The fraternal Chinese people, who offered the precious 
support of internationalism to our people during past 
difficult trials, today as well, actively support our people's 
just struggle to win socialism’s complete victory and 
achieve the fatherland’s independent and peaceful reuni- 
fication. 


io 3 is 
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Comrade Zhao Ziyang’s present visit to our country is an 
expression of the Chinese people’s invariable support for 
and encouragement toward our people’s revolutionary 
cause. 


The peoples of Korea and China share an inseperable 
common destiny to advance together shoulder to shoul- 
der forever, not only today but also in the future, in the 
same ranks of the joint struggle to oppose imperialism, 
defend the peace of Asia and the world, and to win the 
socialist and communist causes’ victory. 


Korea and China’s revolutionary causes are inseparably 
linked with one another, and the two peoples’ destinies 
are also linked as one. 


The consolidation of the Korean-Chinese friendship is 
an important factor for the successful advance of the 
socialist construction in our two countries and is a 
powerful guarantee for preserving a durable peace in 
Asia and the Pacific region. 


Blooming and developing the invincible and fraternal 
friendship and unity between the peoples of Korea and 
China even more fully, generation after generation, 1s 
our party’s unchanging policy and its invariable will. 


In the future, too, the Korean people will invariably 
continue to jointly struggle with the fraternal Chinese 
people under the banner of proletarian internationalism. 


Our people sincerely wish Comrade Zhao Ziyang great 
success in his visit to our country. 


Media Criticizes Menetrey’s Senate Remarks 


NODONG SINMUN Comments 
SK2304083689 Pyongyane KCNA in English 0829 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)}—Commander of the 
U.S. occupation Army in South Korea Menetrey at the 
Senate military committee said ‘at the U.S. forces as a 
“deterrent” should be continuously kept in South Korea 
for a “considerable period” because the North main- 
tained large forces, posing a “threat.” 


This is a wicked challenge to the demand for the pullout 
of the U.S. forces, NODONG SINMUN says, and notes: 
This concludes in advance that the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces is impossible even in the distant future and fully 
shows the despicable nature of the U.S. imperialists as 
shameless occupiers. 


The news analyst says: 


Menetrey preposterously exaggerated our armed forces 
and maliciously slandered our efforts for peace on the 
Korean peninsula as an ‘offensive stance.” This is a base 
action to find a pretext for the U.S. troops’ permanent 


FBIS-EAS-89-077 
24 April 1989 


occupation of South Korea. His outcry about 
“deterrent” and “equilibrium” is a sophism to justify 
continued arms buildup in South Korea. 


Menetrey said that U.S. Congress would reassess the 
maintenance of “deterrent” from the viewpoint of the 
“interests of the United States” and that the United 
States would continue “military reinforcement” of the 
U.S. occupation army in South Korea and “modern- 
ization of equipment.” This means that the United 
States intends to keep hold on South Korea as ever as its 
colony and military base and attack the DPRK. 


The United States should stop talking baloney and 
withdraw its troops and nuclear weapons from South 
Korea as early as possible. 


Called ‘Shameless Sophistry’ 
SK2304032089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Commentary by station commentator Yi Chu-kyong: 
“Occupier’s Shameless Sophistry Scheming for Perma- 
nent Occupation’’] 


[Text] Reports have it that Menetrey, commander of the 
U.S. imperialists’ aggressive forces stationed in the South 
Korean occupation, while presumptuously implicating us, 
tried to rationalize their [the U.S.] occupation of South 
Korea during his testimony at a hearing before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on 20 April. Saying that we 
may commit any form of adventures, including direct 
military confrontation, by utilizing the growing internal 
confusion of South Korea, the rascal raved in his testi- 
mony that the equipment of the U.S. forces stationed in 
South Korea should be modernized and that their military 
forces should be increased to cope with the offensive 
attitude of the North’s military power and its continuous 
efforts to modernize its military forces. 


As a matter of fact, this is shameless sophistry of heinous 
aggressors and occupiers who are attempting to contin- 
uously occupy South Korea and accelerate the prepara- 
tion for war by blocking the country’s reunification and 
by further increasing rascals’ military power in South 
Korea under the pretext of fabricating a threat of south- 
ward invasion. 


The struggle for independence, democracy, and reunifica- 
tion is stronger than ever in South Korea. While daunt- 
lessly waging a struggle to occupy and make raids on the 
U.S. imperialists’ field organs of aggression and on U.S. 
military units, South Korean youth, students, and people 
strongly call for the withdrawal of U.S. forces from South 
Korea and a forceful struggle for social democracy and for 
putting an end to the military fascist dictatorship. 


In particular, Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang 
makes the various strata of the South Korean people 
more than ever desire the country’s reunification. The 
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South Korean people’s march forward in such a direc- 
tion is a direct outcome of the colonial military fascist 
rule that has been continued for about 40 years by the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets. 
Because the South Korean people, through their actual 
living experiences for about 40 years, clearly recognized 
that social independence and democracy as well as 
country’s reunification could not achieved as long as the 
U.S. imperialists and the puppets remains as they are, 
they have risen up for struggle. 


The internal confusion about which Menetrey babbled is 
in consequence of the misrule and tyranny by the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets, and thus, it 
is not related to us at all. This notwithstanding, it is none 
other than Menetrey’s scheme to drag us into the current 
South Korean situation in order to settle crises of their 
shaking colonial rule by stirring to further fascist sup- 
pression the No Tae-u ring—which is waging a wholesale 
operation to oppress the patriotic and democratic forces 
calling for independence, democracy, and reunifica- 
tion—while babbling about eliminating leftist and pro- 
communist forces. 


As for the threat Menetrey babbled about of a southward 
invasion using the South Korean internal confusion as a 
pretext, it is nothing but a revelation to the world of the 
U.S. imperialists’ distressed position, which cannot but 
stick to sophistry. On more than one occasion we have 
declared that we have no intention of a southward 
invasion. And, historical facts have proven this. We did 
not commit a southward invasion even in the the 19 
April popular uprising, the Kwangju popular uprising, 
and the June popular uprising when the U.S. imperialists 
and the South Korean puppets faced more serious crises 
to their rule than they do now. 


Furthermore, the United States and the South Korean 
puppets rejected our repeated proposals to conclude a 
peace treaty between us and the United States and to 
conclude a nonaggression treaty between the North and 
the South in the three-way talks among us, the United 
States, and South Korea. Thus, this shows that the 
United States itself actually accepts that there is no 
threat of southward invasion on the Korean peninsula. 
Only the threat of northward invasion, not southward 
invasion, hangs over on the Korean peninsula. 


Actually, it is the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets that have deployed about 80 or 90 percent of 
their aggressive forces to the Military Demarcation Line 
and its vicinity. In addition, it is none other than the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets that are 
running amock in increasing the military power. 


While conducting a large-scale war exercise such as 
“Team Spirit” every year, the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets have tried to lead our country’s 
situation to the brink of war. This year, too, the U.S. 
imperialists not only staged the “Team Spirit-89” war 
exercise for almost 3 months, beginning in February, but 
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have also left numerous war equipment which was 
mobilized in the war exercise in South Korea as it is, 
utilizing the period of the war exercise as a good oppor- 
tunity to reinforce their armed forces. 


Menetrey is attempting to justify the rascals’ occupation 
of South Korea and the war provocation maneuvers by 
again bringing out the old bag of the threat of a south- 
ward invasion which has been thrown into the garbage 
can of history. However, this is a futile act. Menetrey’s 
remarks, which are like the howl of a dog barking at the 
moon at night, will further reveal to the world the 
rascals’ dirty colors as the aggressors, the occupiers, and 
the enemies of Korea’s reuunification. 


The U.S. imperialists should look straight at the devel- 
opment in South Korea and act discreetly. At the same 
time, they should stop their intervention in the domestic 
affairs of South Korea and withdraw from South Korea 
without delay. 


SKNDF Urges Heightened Anti-U.S. Struggle 
SK2204231289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1530 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA)}—The Central Com- 
mittee of the “South Korean National Democratic 
Front” [SKNDF] (“Hanminjon’’) in “an open letter to 
the entire peoyie’’ dated Apri! 16 called upon the entire 
people to accelerate the victory of the sacred anti-U:S. 
national salvation war for independence, democracy and 
reunification by displaying the courage of no retreat, 
according to a radio “Voice of National Salvation.” 


Noting that the colonial military dictatorial forces, 
driven to the wall by the nationwide action of the 
democratic patriotic forces, declared a wholesale politi- 
cal war against the entire people and have gone over to a 
full-scale fascist offensive to stifle the national demo- 
cratic movement, the ‘“Hanminjon” in the letter says: 


The immediate goal of the national salvation struggle of 
our people is to powerfully wage the arti-fascist move- 
ment for democracy and the national reunification 
movement, combining them together, while putting 
spurs to the anti-U.S. movement for independence. 


The immediate task of the anti-U.S. struggle for indepen- 
dence is to deal a strike at the colonial domination system 
and open a new phase of independence and sovereignty by 
directing the sharp edge of the attack to the shackling 
South Korea-U.S. relations for their liquidation. 


We should raise a storm of the anti-U.S., anti-nuclear 
struggle to expel the U.S. colonial domination machines, 
scrap all the “treaties” and “agreements” which legalize 
aggression and extraterritoriality and expel the Yankee 
aggression troops who flout with the destiny of our 
nation and act the master and their nuclear weapons. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Our people must not allow the U.S. support to the No 
Tae-u military dictatorship but dig open the U.S. respon- 
sibility for the Kwangju bloodbath and repulse its brig- 
andish pressure for market opening with our struggle. 


The general direction of the anti-U.S. movement for 
independence is to establish a national independent 
government. 


Democratisation against fascism is a factor of the pro- 
motion of independence against the U.S. and an urgent 
task of the present mass struggle. 


The No Tae-u “regime” which emerged under the 
manipulation of the United States and according to its 
scenario is an anti-popular, anti-national “regime” 
which bases its existence on colonial dependence and 
freeze of national division and a treacherous military 
dictatorial power rare to be seen. 


Recalling that the No Tae-u group in its current crisis, 
attempted to find a way out of it through an early 
“interim evaluation” only to launch out a scorched earth 
operation against the patriotic democratic forces break- 
ing commitment to it of its own accord, the letter says: 
This is the motion of one more undeclared emergency 
martial law betraying the people and stifling democracy 
and an open military “coup d'etat” to prolong the 
“military government”’. 


The letter further says: 


The people of all strata should bring a historical turn in 
the struggle for the overthrow of the “military govern- 
ment” and establishment of a democratic government by 
totally destroying the “‘National Security Law,” the 
“Law on Assembly and Demonstration” and other evil 
laws and the “Security Planning Board” and other fascist 
suppressive tools by their fierce struggle. 


The basic task of the national reunification movement is 
to frustrate the “two Koreas” plot of the splittists within 
and without, turn the phase of division into that of 
reunification and lay solid cornerstones for reunification 
through confederation. 


The establishment of a confederal state is the cape of 
good hope [as received] of the national reunification 
movement. Notably, the proposal for founding the dem- 
ocratic confederal republic of Koryo is the best great 
proposal for national salvation which reflects the situa- 
tion of national division and the will of the nation. 


The patriotic people of all walks of life should devote all 
their sincerity and energies to the founding of the dem- 
ocratic confederal republic of Koryo, maintaining the 
principle of independence, peace and great national 
unity as an absolute idea common to the nation. 
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Victory or defeat of the national salvation movement for 
independence, democracy and reunification depends 
upon the role of the nation, the letter notes, and stresses 
the need to promote the awakening and organisation of 


the people. 


The basic orientation of awakening the masses is to arm 
the entire people with the idea of independence, adopt- 
ing the chuche idea as the ideological foundation stone, 
the letter points out, adding: To arm them with our 
nation-first spirit is the point on which the main stress 
should be laid in awakening the masses. 


Referring to the need to strengthen the organisation of 
the masses, the letter says that mass organisations of 
people of all circles should form their backbone with the 
hard-core elements of the movement, firmly build up 
their centripetal force, rear the hard core in the struggle 
to constantly replenish their ranks and, on this basis, 
rally the broad masses in an organized way. 


The letter stresses: 


Today when the colonial military dictatorial forces are 
undergoing the greatest political crisis, the victory of the 
anti-U.S., anti-fascist movement for national salvation 
and reunification can be won only by struggling and 


struggling. 


Hwang Chang-yop Meets Soviet Academy Official 
SK2204043689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0427 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA)}—Hwang Chang- 
yop, secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, on April 21 met and conversed in a 
friendly atmosphere with Vladimir Mshveniyeradze, 
deputy director of the Philosophy Institute of the Acad- 
emy of Sciences of the USSR. 


Present on the occasion were Chon Chang-hak, vice- 
president of the Academy of Chuche Science, and an 
official of the Soviet Embassy in Pyongyang. 


On the same day, he met and had a friendly talk with the 
delegation of the Soviet Society of Social Science. 


Editorial Marks Anniversary of Lenin’s Birth 
SK2204044789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0436 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIiN- 
MUN today dedicates an editorial article to the 119th 
anniversary of the birth of V.I. Lenin. 
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Lenin was a prominent thinker and theoretician who 
propounded Leninism by creatively developing Marxism 
to suit the new historic conditions in the period of impe- 
rialism and proletarian revolution and a genius of revolu- 
tion who took over the cause of Marx and brought a great 
turn in the struggle for the freedom and liberation of the 
working class and the popular masses, stresses the article. 


Referring to the immortal feats of Lenin, the article says: 


Indeed, Lenin pioneered the revolutionary cause of the 
Russian working class and rendered great services to the 
cause of human emancipation, the cause of socialism 
and communism and for it his name is still cherished in 
the hearts of the working class and people. 


The Soviet people, carrying forward the cause of Lenin, 
have traversed the road of difficult and complicated 
struggle in order to defend the gains of the October and 
consolidate and develop the socialist system and built a 
rich and powerful socialist state in the vast land of their 
motherland, pulling through hardships and trials. 


The Soviet people are now developing in depth pere- 
stroyka to step up socio-economic progress under the 
leadership of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
headed by Comrade M.S. Gorbachev. The work of 
carrying through decisions of the 27th Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the 19th 
all-union party conference is being pushed ahead and the 
might of the Soviet Union is daily growing. 


The party and government of the Soviet Union made 
constructive initiatives to defend world peace and secu- 
rity and make international situation sound as a whole 
and are striving for their materialisation. 


The Korean people are sincerely rejoiced over all the 
achievements made by the fraternal Soviet people and 
support the just stand and measures taken by the party 
and government of the Soviet Union to avert the danger 
of another world war and defend world peace. 


The Korean people always set store by the traditional 
Korean-Soviet friendship which was historically formed 
and has been consolidated and developed and will in the 
future, too, positively strive to strengthen and develop 
the relations of friendship and cooperation with the 
brotherly Soviet people. 


Cambodia’s Sihanouk Completes Official Visit 


Tours Pyongyang 
SK 1904231389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1548 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 19 (KCNA)—His Royal High- 
ness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, president of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea, on a visit to Korea and his entourage 
today inspected Kwangbok Street, Chongchun Street, the 
Nungnado Stadium and other places. 
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The guests were accompanied by Vice-President Pak 
Song-chol and other Korean senior officials. 


The guests first went to Kwangbok Street. 


Going round the interior of the circus theatre in Kwang- 
bok Street with a total floor space of more than 70,000 
square metres and 3,500 seats, they expressed deep 
admiration at the successful construction of the all- 
round circus base. 


They drove to the newly built Mangyongdae School 
Children’s Palace through the street lined with high-rise 
apartment houses, public buildings and service facilities 
and went round the inside of the palace grand in scale 
and peculiar in architectural style. 


In Chongchun Street, they inspected the indoor swim- 
ming pool, the badminton gymnasium and other sports 
facilities and public service centers. 


They also visited the Nungnado Stadium. 


Going round the facilities of the stadium with an acco- 
modation capacity of 150,000, they expressed deep 
impression at the construction of the stadium as a 
modern and all-round sports and cultural base. 


The guests went round the Yanggakdo football stadium, 
the Pyongyang international cinema house, the Kum- 
nung tunnel-highway, the Youth Central Hall, the East 
Pyongyang Grand Theatre. 


His Royal Highness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk said 
that such structures could be built only in Korea under 
the wise leadership of the great leader His Excellency 
Marshal Kim Il-song and the dear leader His Excellency 
Kim Chong-il. 


He congratulated the technicians and constructors who 
gave great joy to the great leader His Excellency Marshal 
Kim Il-song and the dear leader His Excellency Kim 
Chong-il by building the excellent theatre, the school 
children’s palace and stadiums in a short span of time. 


Arranges Party 
SK2104150889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1500 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 21 (KCNA)}—His Royal High- 
ness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, president of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea, arranged this evening a film show 
and a party at the People’s Palace of Culture. 


Present on invitation were Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Kim Hyong-yul, president of the Korean Film 
Studio Paek Min and officials concerned. 


Foreign diplomatic envoys and embassy officials here 
were invited there. 
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The entourage of His Royal Highness Samdech Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, Democratic Kampuchean Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Korea Son Chhum 
and his embassy officials were present. 


The participants appreciated a Kampuchean feature film 
and documentary films. 


It was followed by a party. 


His royal highness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk made a 
speech at the party. 


Palestinian Ambassador E.P. Moustapha Saphariny, 
doyen of the diplomatic corps, spoke next. 


Leaves by Special Plane 
SK2404064689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0609 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—His Royal High- 
ness Samdech Norodoin Sihanouk, president of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea, and madame and his entourage left 
Pyongyang this morning by special plane, concluding his 
Korean visit. 


Fluttering at the flag poles of the airport were flags of 
Korea and democratic Kampuchea. 


Vice-President Pak Song-chol, Vice-Premier Chong 
Chun-ki, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Kim Hyong- 
yul and Vice-Chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal 
Administration and Economic Guidance Committee Yi 
Tuk-yop saw off His Royal Highness Samdech and his 
entourage at the Pyongyang airport. 


Also present were Ambassador of Democratic Kampu- 
chea to Korea Son Chum and his embassy officials and 
diplomatic envoys of different countries here. 


Children and Democratic Kampuchean students study- 
ing in Korea presented bouquets of flowers to His Royal 
Highness Samdech Norodom Sihanouk and madame. 


Efforts Being Directed Toward Agriculture 
SK1904 102589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1016 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 19 (KCNA)—Big efforts will be 
directed to agricultural production in Korea this year, 
too. 


According to the report of Deputy Yun Ki-chong, min- 
ister of finance, at the Fifth Session of the Eighth 
Supreme People’s Assembly held some time ago, a large 
fund 7 percent up on last year will be appropriated to 
agriculture this year. 


1989 is a significant year in which falls the 25th anni- 
versary of the publication of ““Theses on the Socialist 
Rural Question in Our Country.” 
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A powerful drive for the title of big harvest county will 
sweep Korea this year for a new turn in agricultural 
production. At the same time, the achievements in 
irrigation will be consolidated through the extensive 
introduction of water-jetting systems in non-paddy fields 
and the production of tractorbustrucks [as received] and 
modern farm machines, chemical fertilizers and agricul- 
tural chemicals for the countryside will be increased in 
order to accelerate mechanisation and chemicalisation 
and take a big stride ahead in the industrialisation and 
modernisation of agriculture. 


This will go alongside a powerful drive to increase the 
area of arable land. 


The large state fund directed to agriculture last year was 6 
percent above the previous year. As a result, irrigation was 
promoted on a new, higher stage and comprehensive 
mechanisation and chemicalisation made headway suc- 
cessfully. 


And thousands of hectares of new land was obtained 
with a powerful campaign to get new land including the 
reclamation of the highland in Yanggang Province and 
an endless expanse of new paddies spread on the West 
coast with the completion of the tideland construction in 
Unnyul and Kangnyong areas and the reclamation of the 
first district of the Soho tideland. 


Last year, the agricultural working people of Korea again 
reaped bumper crops, surmounting an unfavorable 
weather, on the material and technical foundations oxnthe 
rural economy which are growing stronger day by day. 


Emphasis Put on Investment in Light Industry 
SK 1804044289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0426 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 18 (KCNA)}—The DPRK has set 
this year as a year of the light industry and increased 
investment in this domain 13 percent above last year. 


In Korea where the improvement of the people’s wellbe- 
ing is regarded as a supreme principle of the state 
activities, investment in the light industry has been 
steadily augmented to solidify its material and technical 
foundations and boost production systematically. 


Last year a big progress was made in the construction of 
new light industrial factories and capacity expansion 
projects. New modern workshops were built at the 
Kusong Textile Mill, the Sariwon Textile Factory, etc., 
capacity expansion projects were undertaken at the 
Nyongbyon Silk Textile Mill and other factories, and the 
construction of new factories including the Huichon Silk 
Mill and the Hamhung Ballpen Factory were completed 
or went ahead. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Meanwhile, the first-stage construction project and 
equipment assembling of the vinalon production process 
were completed at the Sunchon Vinalon Complex to 
open up a bright prospect of vinalon production. 


The expansion of chemical fibre complexes and con- 
struction of new chemical factories were energetically 


stepped up. 


Phenomenal achievements were made in light industrial 
production, too. 


Last year’s plans were fulfilled at 145 percent in the 
garment industry, | 13.2 percent in silk industry and 107 
percent in local industry. 


The output and variety of light industrial goods will be 
markedly increased with the full-capacity operation of 
the existing factories and their quality be improved and 
the production foundations of the light industry be 
consolidated at the same time. 


South Korea 


Red Cross Not To Pass Letters to Dissidents 
SK2404095889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0936 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


{[Text) Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)} The South Korean 
Red Cross has told its North Korean counterpart that it 
will no longer deliver letters or messages from the North 
to anti-government figures or groups in the South. 


Kim Sang-hyop, the president of the Korean National 
Red Cross, said Monday he told Son Song-pil, his North 
Korean counterpart, that it does not suit the purpose of 
the Red Cross to use its inter-Korean telephone link to 
deliver messages or letters that can damage inter-Korean 
relations or cause political disputes. 


The Red Cross will not receive the letters that Pyongyang 
has announced it will send on Tuesday relating to the 
World Youth Festival in July, he said. 


A government official said North Korea has recently 
used the telephone to contact dissident figures as it did 
with the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s illegal visit to North Korea, 
and said it runs counter to the spirit of the Red Cross. 


North Korea has sent 16 telephone messages and letters 
since last year, including the letter proposing a meeting 
to organize a South-North Korean conference of political 
parties and social organizations. 
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Body Finalizes Guidlines on Contact With North 
SK2104232489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] South Koreans who want to visit North Korea are 
required to get approval from the national unification 
minister following clearance by the South-North 
Exchanges Promotion Committee, according to basic 
guidelines on contacts with North Korea finalized by the 
committee yesterday. 


Material exchanges will have to comply with existing 
mechanisms worked out by the Trade-Industry Ministry 
on Oct. 18 last year. 


The procedures may, however, be waived on condition 
there is prior accord between the South and North 
Korean authorities. The exceptional provisions are 
aimed at facilitating mutual exchanges by individuals 
and civil organization. 


The inter-ministerial committee, headed by National 
Unification Minister Yi Hong-ku, also decided in its 
inaugural meeting that inter-Korean exchanges would be 
based on the July 4, 1972 joint South-North communi- 
que on peaceful reunification and President No Tae-u’s 
July 7, 1988, declaration on appeasement with socialist 
countries. 


The exchanges are to contribute to the promotion of 
welfare of South and North Koreans, restoration of their 
identity and peaceful reunification of the country and 
should not hinder a democratic system established in the 
south, the committee determined. 


It reaffirmed that the exchanges should be pursued under 
the direction of and in full consultation with the govern- 
ment which it said is the sole authority for reunification 
policies, banning unauthorized visits and clandestine 
material exchanges. 


Relevant government agencies will map out detailed 
measures on the ground of the guidelines. 


The guidelines will have provisional effect only until the 
enactment of the ministry-proposed special law 
exchanges and cooperation between the divided halves, 
the law bill is now pending at the Assembly Foreign 
Affairs-Reunification Committee. [sentence as pub- 
lished] 


The 16-member government committee further decided 
to set up a working-level subpanel to be headed by the 
vice unification minister. 


The 16 members present at yesterday's meeting included 
Vice Foreign Minister Sin Tong-won, Vice Economic 
Planning Minister Yi Hyong-ku and Vice Trade-In- 
dustry Ministry Yim In-taek. 
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The committee was established in accordance with a 
presidential decree on March 31. Its first meeting, sched- 
uled for April 3, was delayed until yesterday because of 
the surprise visit to the North by dissident leader Mun 
Ik-hwan. 


Daily on North’s Misunderstanding of South 
SK2104115589 Seoul TONG-A in Korean 
19 Apr 89 p 2 


[Editorial: “North Korea Misunderstands the Situa- 
tion” | 


[Text] Even though North-South talks were repeating the 
process of hope and frustration, it was a somewhat 
welcome phase of hope just as rays of light could be seen 
at the end of the tunnel. The visit to North Korea by 
Chong Chu-yong, honorary chairman of the Hyundai 
group, who came to a mutual agreement with the North 
on the development of Mt Kumgang, was the most 
recent sign of this kind. 


However, North Korea has postponed the third round of 
preliminary talks for North-South high-level talks and 
the North-South sports talks. The North-South high- 
level talks, which they called high-level political and 
military talks, was their proposal. They claimed that the 
solution to political and military issues must have prior- 
ity over anything else. By postponing the talks that those 
in the North themselves proposed, the prospect of 
North-South talks has again reversed from hope to 
frustration. 


We do not expect a miracle resulting in a rapid change in 
the relationship from enemy into companion in a single 
day will be achieved easily by rising over the reality of 
the North and South’s division. With the faith that the 
North-South dialogue would one day contribute to the 
common interest of the North and South, even though it 
is a thin strand of a pathway for dialogue, this was reason 
enough for utmost efforts until now to maintain that 
pathway. 


However, even the thin strand for dialogue is being 
threatened. North Korea knows very well why that is so. 
The reason North Korea postponed the talks were due to 
Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s arrest and to observe the current 
unsatisfactory atmosphere for dialogue. The official 
pathway for dialogue, which the North and South 
authorities should initiate to expand the scope of indi- 
vidual invitations, was intentionally put aside. This was 
the result of the so-called united front strategy toward 
the South, an attempt to accelerate domestic confusion 
in Our society. 


That was due to North Korea’s ignorance of the South. 
Did the North not judge that the situation would change 
in their favor as long as the reunification dispute occur- 
ring in our society and the confusion over Rev Mun’s 
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arrest continued? However, in our view one of the main 
reasons North Korea postponed the North-South talks 
was due to this kind of misjudgment. 


We want to ask North Korea something. We know that 
the so-called Koryo democratic confederal system 
accepts the assumption of a system of coexistance. Then, 
why the maneuver of the united front strategy with its 
aim of collapsing our system from within? The double 
strategy, dialogue on one hand and maneuvering on the 
other, can by no means be the subject of “ideological 
tolerance.” 


Is the North-South dialogue an advantage or a loss to 
both North and South Korea? Currently North Korea is 
investing $4-$5 billion in preparing for the World Festi- 
val of Youth and Students so it will rank next to the 
Olympics. At the same time they are pushing ahead with 
the Third 7-Year Plan, which requires an enormous 
amount of foreign capital to the tune of $19 billion. In 
order to achieve this they are gradually attempting an 
open-economy policy toward foreign countries. Without 
creating an atmosphere to let peace take root on the 
Korean peninsula through North-South dialogue, can 
this kind of goal be achieved easily? 


However, because of North Korea’s ignorance of the 
South, as seen by the invitation to Rev Mun to visit the 
North, the atmosphere for dialogue is being blocked. 
Therefore, affirmative progress, such as the mutal agree- 
ment to develop Mt. Kumgang, which seems to bring 
forth light at the end of the tunnel, is being broken off. In 
North Korea’s anticipation of a second visit by Chair- 
man Chong, it was reported that his hometown was 
being newly decorated and even furnished with medical 
facilities. This can be regarded as a sign of discord within 
North Korea. 


This kind of discord could be seen from the fact that 
when the two North-South talks were postponed, the 
next meeting’s dates were fixed for 12 and 18 July. The 
problem is the attitude for dialogue which can contribute 
to establishing credibility. As long as North Korea 
ignores the official pathway for dialogue and does not 
give up its maneuvers in publicizing the Koryo confed- 
eral system through individual invitations, sincere dia- 
logue cannot be expected from them. North Korea must 
recognize the changes of their fellow socialist countries 
which are finding ways for the coexistence of socialism 
and capitalism and sincerely carrying forward East-West 
economic cooperation. 


North, South Boxers To Meet at Beijing Event 
SK2304004 189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 89 p 12 


[Text] South Korean national team boxers are expected 
to clash with their North Korean counterparts for the 
first time in four years at the 14th Asia Amateur Boxing 
Championship to be held in Beijing June 25-July |, it 
was learned yesterday. 
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According to the Korea Amateur Boxing Federation 
[KABF], special measures are being sought in the face of 
the scheduled clash with North Korea in China. 


The capabilities of the South and North Korean boxers 
have been estimated to be about even. 


But, some boxing officials in Seoul worried that the 
balance of power might have been broken in favor of 
North Korea as a lot of veteran boxers on the national 
team were replaced by new faces after the Seoul Olym- 
pics. 


To make matters worse, nothing is known about the 
North Korean boxers while the abilities of South Korean 
boxers are well known, they said. 


The KABF plans to start intensive training sessions for 
the national team from around the middle of next month 
to prepare for the South-North boxing clash. 


Japanese Daily Reports on Diseases in North 
SK2304 125589 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 23 Apr 89 


[Text] [Anchorwoman Sin Un-kyong] The (KANSHAI), 
a Japanese daily, reported today that the spread of 
measles and other diseases throughout North Korea, 
including Pyongyang, is threatening the hosting of the 
13th World Festival of Youths and Students with which 
the North Korean authorities are pushing ahead as the 
top priority this year. 


Correspondent Yu Sung-che reports on this from Tokyo: 


[Begin Yu audio report; video shows file footage of street 
scenes, children in North Korea] Officials of Chongnyon 
[General Association of Korean Residents in Japan] in 
Osaka and Kyodo, who had recently visited North 
Korea, said that the number of victims of measles has 
rapidly increased in North Korea since 1986. 


Chongnyon officials added that last year alone, 157 
people died of measles and that in 2 months of this year, 
January and February, there were | ,415 cases of measles 
and 47 of the cases died. 


It has been learned that measles is a communicable 
disease mainly among children, but that it can infect 
adults suffering from chronic malnutrition. 


Chongnyon cadres further said: North Korean authori- 
ties have organized youth shock brigades by mobilizing 
970,000 youths across the country to prepare for the 
world festival of youths and students slated for July. 
Various diseases are spreading among shock brigade 
members who are suffering from backbreaking labor and 
malnutrition. 
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To prevent diseases from further spreading, on 31 Jan- 
uary Kim Chong-il of North Korea declared an emer- 
gency situation, and stations to fight diseases throughout 
the country have taken measures, including secretely 
quarantining patients, but the situation is growing even 
more serious. 


There are also moves to reexamine the question of 
participation in the world festival of youths and students 
among communist countries scheduled to attend. It is 
predicted that in case the North Korean authorities fail 
to cope with the situation, the festival might be post- 
poned. [end report] 


Menetrey Remarks Show ‘Haughty’ U.S. Attitude 
SK2104121589 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
21 Apr 89 p3 


[Article in the “Reporter’s Diary” column by political 
desk reporter Kim Tu-u: “Menetrey’s Bargaining on 
Removal of Yongsan Base”’} 


[Text] Our people’s expectations for taking back the 
pleasant grounds of the Eighth U.S. Army Headquarters 
in Yongsan appear to have become distant. 


Our people thought that the working-level negotiations 
were smoothly underway according to the principle of 
returning the Yongsan base that was agreed on between 
President No Tae-u and the U.S. secretaries of state and 
defense in the early part of President No’s administra- 
tion. However, the testimony of Menetrey, commander 
of the Eighth U.S. Army, before the U.S. Senate, 
sounded to have some farfetched aspects. 


As conditions for removing the Yongsan headquarters, 
General Menetrey put forward maintaining the Eighth 
Army’s current operational capabilities, the Korean 
side’s bearing the expenses required for removal, and 
insuring the current level of living conditions in the new 
location. 


In other words, the Korean side should offer a new 
location where all accomodations and facilities including 
the headquarters site, a golf course, and housing for 
relevant U.S. officials are provided and should bear all 
expenses required for this. 


Gen Menetrey’s conditions are still under discussion 
between Korean and U.S. working-level officials, like a 
tug-of-war, after more than 6 months. Thus, we may 
regard Gen Menetrey’s remarks merely as a strategic 
statement for the Senate’s use designed to strengthen the 
U.S. side’s position toward the negotiations. 


However, even if his remarks were merely for “bar- 
gaining,” our position is that we can hardly accept them 
simply in a generous manner. 


31 
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We have already made clear to the U.S. side that we will 
provide a new site for the Eighth Army Command. For 
the Yongsan golf course, we have informed the U.S. side 
of a new site near the Namsongdae golf course in 
Changji-tong. We have also made clear that we will not 
only build new buildings for the Eighth Army Com- 
mand, but also share the cost needed in relocating 
facilities to some extent. 


Why did Gen Menetrey, who knows such a situation 
better than any one else present, announce these three 
conditions and declare that the Eighth Army Com- 
mand’s relocation is not feasible if these three conditions 
are not fully met? 


According to statements of the persons concerned of our 
side, U.S. soldiers do not like a living environment in 
which the housing area and the golf course are located far 
from the command. Therefore, the U.S. side is attempt- 
ing to delay the Eighth Army Command’s relocation and 
to impose various expenses needed in relocating the 
command upon the South Korean side, using all sorts of 
excuses. 


As seen in the problems of trade conflict and relocation 
of the Yongsan base, it seems that the United States has 
become a country which can be hardly regarded as a 
generous ally and partner. The United States has thor- 
Oughly sought its national interests in every case. In 
business bargains it has not hesitated to mobilize all 
manner of means of pressure. 


If the United States continues to assume a haughty 
attitude, talking big, while occupying the golden land in 
the central area of the capital of another country, this 
will only result in aggravating anti-U.S. sentiments 
which have become a serious problem. 


The United States should hand the land over to the 
South Korean side if it has decided to do so. There is a 
limit to bargains which hurt the Korean people’s pride. 
We want to inform the United States of this. 


Government Not To Open Some Markets to U.S. 
SK2204055989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0550 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 22 (YONHAP)—South Korean and 
U.S. trade officials meet in Washington April 25-26 for 
their second round of trade talks with Seoul promising to 
open its doors to medicines and cosmetics and relax 
regulations on foreign investment and U.S. negotiators 
demanding wider access for agricultural products. 


At a meeting of economic ministers Friday, it was 
decided to reject U.S. demands for wider market open- 
ing for oranges, apples, vegetables, processed food and 
marine products on the grounds that Korea announced a 
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market-opening schedule for agricultural products ear- 
lier this month despite protests from farmers and that it 
is impossible to move faster because of the domestic 
situation. 


However, Korea will promise to lift barriers to medicine 
and cosmetic imports and gradually remove obstacles to 
investment by foreigners. 


The government will automatically approve foreign 
investment if foreigners own less than 50 percent of a 
project even if, to protect domestic industry, it cannot 
accept U.S. demands for complete liberalization of for- 
eign investment, a spokesman said. 


The government is concerned that Korea would fall 
under Japanese domination if foreign investment is 
completely liberalized, he said. 


The Korean delegation will be headed by Assistant Trade 
and Industry Minister Kim Chol-su and composed of 
bureau directors from the Economic Planning Board, the 
Foreign Ministry, the Agriculture and Fisheries Minis- 
try, the Finance Ministry and the Health and Social 
Affairs Ministry. 


Negotiators failed to narrow differences on bilateral 
trade during the first round of talks, held in Washington 
April 11-13. 


‘No More’ Concessions Planned 
SK2404085 789 Seoul YONHAP in English 0849 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—South Korea will 
make no more concessions to U.S. demands and won't 
alter its program for opening its market to agricultural 
imports, Trade and Industry Minister Han Sung-su said 
Monday. 


Han, who returned from the United States Sunday after 
a week-long lobbying tour, told reporters that Korea will, 
however, open its doors wider to imports that have been 
limited by special laws and to investments. 


Korea and the United States will discuss “concrete and 
substantial” issues in a second round of negotiations 
scheduled for Tuesday through Wednesday in Washing- 
ton, Han said. 


“However, the prospects for agreement are not bright,” 
he said. 


In the first round of trade negotiations, held April 11-13 
in the U.S. capital, officials of the two countries were 
unable to narrow differences on trade friction. 


On April 8, Korea announced a three-year market open- 
ing program for 243 agricultural and fisheries products, 
including 62 of the 119 such items the United States has 
been pressing for. 
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Korea’s present market opening and other trade prac- 
tices are “unimaginably excellent” compared with those 
of Japan when it achieved a similar level of economic 
growth, Han said, adding that “it has already been 
pointed out in a U.S. Congressional report.” 


Since “substantial’”’ democracy was achieved only in 
February, Han said, the United States should not shock 
South Korea until it 1s less vulnerable. 


Han’s intensive lobbying was an eleventh-hour bid to 
head off moves to designate Korea a priority foreign 
country for trade negotiations under the 1988 U.S. trade 
act. 


A long list of contacts included a number of administra- 
tion and congressional leaders as well as leading busi- 
nessmen and scholars. 


Han said Korea does not expect economic assistance for 
its democracy like that offerred to the Philippines, which 
he said has not achieved democracy in the three years 
since Marcos was toppled in a revolution. 


“We just hope there are no shocks from outside,” he 
said. “South Korea, if it succeeds in the transition to full 
democracy, will give hope to other developing countries 
as it did with its success in economic development.” 


Assemblymen Unite Against Pressure 
SK2204065089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0639 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 22 (YONHAP)}—South Korean legis- 
lators, in a rare demonstration of nonpartisanship, have 
joined forces to help the administration in its battle 
against U.S. arm-twisting over trade, forming a special 
panel and offering to send a delegation to Washington. 


As it grows ever more likely that the United States will 
designate Korea a “priority foreign country”’ for negoti- 
ations under the 1988 Trade Act, opposition parties are 
chorusing for a parliamentary effort to persuade the U.S. 
Congress to ease off on the trade pressure. 


Kim Tae-chung, leader of the No. | opposition party, 
told reporters Saturday that his party is ready to send a 
delegation led by one of its vice presidents to the United 
States to explain the unfairness of the heavy-handed way 
it is trying to force open South Korean markets. 


Describing U.S. pressure as “too hasty” and “arm- 
twisting,’ Kim said he is unable to agree to excessive 
market opening for agricultural products. 


“If the United States continues to press for market 
opening for its agricultural products, I will fight reso- 
lutely to protect the interests of our farmers,” he vowed. 
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The second largest opposition party proposed sending a 
delegation comprising representatives of all four politi- 
cal parties to the United States in a supra-partisan effort 
to combat the market opening push. 


The Reunification Democratic Party’s chief policy- 
maker, Hwang Pyong-tae, said the government is limited 
in its efforts because Congress is spearheading the U.S. 
campaign. 


“We need to dispatch a trade delegation representing 
both the ruling and the three opposition parties to the 
United States to convey the united position of our 
political community on the U.S. trade pressure and to 
help reduce it,” Hwang said. 


Hwang also proposed that the National Assembly’s 
Trade and Industry Committee set up a subcommittee to 
handle disputes with the United States and other coun- 
tries. 


The New Democratic Republican Party agreed on the 
need for supra-partisan efforts and proposed working 
out a united policy on trade through meetings of chief 
policy-makers of the four major parties. 


Encouraged by the opposition parties’ response to its 
proposal to set up a committee on trade, the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party plans to form a 30-member 
panel during the May National Assembly session. 


The ruling party hopes to send a parliamentary delega- 
tion to the United States as soon as the trade committee 
is formed. 


“The ruling and opposition parties have already reached 
an accord on the formation of a special parliamentary 
committee on trade,” ruling party floor leader Kim 
Yun-hwan said. 


“The special trade committee will launch diplomatic 
efforts aimed at individual members of the U.S. Con- 
gress and will support the government in trade diplo- 
macy with officials of the U.S. Administration,” Kim 
said. 


Group Examines Trade Practices 
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[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—South Korea has 
lagged behind Taiwan and Japan in improving its long- 
term trade structure since the second half of the 1980s, 
the Korea Foreign Trade Association said Monday. 


Korea has trailed its Asian rivals since the latter of the 
1980s in efforts to diversify export markets away from 
the United States and Japan, enlarge overseas invest- 
ment, lobby for smoother trade relations and open its 
market, the association said. 
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The United States absorbed 35.3 percent of Korea’s 
exports last year, compared with 35.5 percent in 1985, 
while Taiwan cut its dependency on the U.S. market to 
38.7 percent from 48.1 percent in the same period. 


The Japanese share of Korea’s exports expanded to 19.8 
percent from 15 percent, while its share of Taiwan’s 
exports edged up to 14.5 percent from 11.3 percent. 


Japanese dependency on the United States dropped to 
33.8 percent from 37.2 percent. 


An active drive for export diversification to Europe, Asia 
and Africa has boosted Taiwanese exports to the Euro- 
pean Community to 14.6 percent of total exports from 
8.9 percent, while the share to regions other than the 
United States, Japan and the EC grew to 32.3 percent 
from 31.7 percent. 


In contrast, Korea’s exports to the EC rose to 13.4 
percent from 10.7 percent, while exports to regions other 
than the United States, Japan and the EC declined to 
31.6 percent from 31.7 percent. 


Japanese exports to the EC rose to 17.7 percent from 
11.8 percent, while exports to newly industrializing 
countries swelled to 18.8 percent from 12.8 percent, the 
association said. 


With government encouragement, Taiwanese overseas 
investment totaled 178 million U.S. dollars in the Janu- 
ary-October period last year, up 119.8 percent from a 
year earlier, compared with Korea’s 55.8 percent growth 
to 164 million dollars. 


Taiwan outpaced Korea in investment in Asia, pouring 
2.088 billion dollars into Thailand as of the end of last 
year, 14.8 times Korea’s 141 million dollars. Taiwanese 
investment in Malaysia and Indonesia was 18.3 and 4.2 
times Korean investment, respectively. 


Korea has 27 lobbyists in the United States, compared 
with 31 for Taiwan and 119 for Japan. 


Korea also trails the two nations in market opening. The 
average basic import tariff in Korea is 18.1 percent, 
compared with Taiwan’s 11.7 percent and Japan’s 5.9 
percent, according to the association. 


Kim Tae-chung ‘Unlikely’ To Visit U.S. in June 
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[From the “Press Pocket” column: “Protocal Difficul- 
ties”’] 


[Text] It is unlikely Kim Tae-chung, president of the 
Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] will visit the 
United States in June, despite his wish to do so accord- 
ing to party insiders. 
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The main obstacle is protocol difficulties in arranging a 
meeting with president George Bush. 


Rep. Kwon No-kap had contacts with U.S. government 
leaders, parliamentary lobbyists and academicians in 
Washington, New York and Boston between April 9-20 
to sound out the possibility of meeting Bush and address- 
ing the National Press Club. 


However, Kown was told that it is not the practice for 
U.S. presidents to grant meetings with foreign opposi- 
tion leaders. 


Kwon argued that U.S. president had met with such 
prominent human rights activists as Sakharov and Arch- 
bishop Tutu and that Bush’s meeting with Kim, who 
fought for human rights and democracy, would encour- 
age democratization in Korea, PPD sources said. 


Kim is going to seek another chance to make a visit to 
the United States this coming fall, it was learned. 


Plans Mid-October Visit 
SK2404074289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0642 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—Opposition leader 
Kim Tae-chung plans to visit the United States in 
mid-October but has postponed indefinitely a trip to 
Moscow, a spokesman for Kim’s Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD] said Monday. 


Details of the trip have been ironed out in meetings with 
U.S. officials, including William Clark, deputy assistant 
secretary for East Asia and Pacific affairs, the spokesman 
said. 


PPD lawmakers who returned Sunday from a trip to 
Organize the visit said they expect Kim to address the 
National Press Club in Washington, D.C. 


Approval for Soviet Offices Withheld 
SK2404022989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0218 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—South Korea is 
balking at a Soviet request for permission to establish an 
office of Aeroflot, the Soviet airline, and a maritime 
office, a government source said Monday. 


“The Soviet Union recently expressed its desire to open 
an Aeroflot office in Seoul and a maritime office in 
Pusan. However, the government decided not to allow 
the Soviet offices here for the time being, after prudently 
considering the matter,” he said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 


“The government position is that a government-level 
representative office should precede those non-govern- 
mental offices. Therefore, the two offices being sought to 
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open here now will probably not obtain approval from 
the government until inter-governmental representative 
offices with consular functions are empowered,” he said. 


Korea and the Soviet Union have no diplomatic ties. 
However, the two nations have agreed to exchange trade 
offices and the Soviet office opened here in April. 


The Soviet Union seems to want to establish air or sea 
routes to Korea by opening the two offices, the source 
said. 


Seoul is seeking to establish a government-level trade 
representative office with consular functions in Moscow, 
and is ready to grant the Soviet trade office in Seoul the 
same functions, he said. 


Family Allowed To Return From Sakhalin 
OW2104164589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1435 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Khabarovsk, U.S.S.R., April 21 KYODO—Soviet 
authorities have granted permission for the permanent 
repatriation of the family of a Korean brought to the 
Soviet island of Sakhalin as a conscripted coal miner 
before World War II, according to Kozo Igarashi, head of 
a Japanese Socialist Party delegation. 


This is the first time a whole family has been allowed to 
return to South Korea from Sakhalin. Three Sakhalin 
Koreans have returned to their homeland since 1980. 


Igarashi, a Japan Socialist Party (JSP) Diet member, said 
that the family of nine, consisting of 77-year-old con- 
scriptee Om Chol-yong and the families of his son and 
daughter, will return to be reunited with relatives in the 
South Korean City of Pusan. 


Om’s 44-year-old son by first marriage, Chu Chong, 
accompanied Igarashi on the trip. 


Taken to Sakhalin in 1941 by Japanese forces to mine 
coal, Om was left behind during the withdrawal follow- 
ing the Japanese loss of the war. His wife and then 
3-year-old son returned to what is now South Korea. 


Chu Chong, on his first trip back to Sakhalin, was 
overjoyed at the success of his mission. He said he hopes 
to take his ailing father back to South Korea as soon as 
possible to give him needed medical attention. His 
66-year-old mother had remained in Pusan. 


Delegation head Igarashi, arriving in the Japan Sea 
coastal City of Niigata after the Soviet visit, said the 
progress made on the Korean issue in the last year had 
exceeded his expectations. 


Sakhalin authorities, reversing earlier positions, said 
direct talks between Soviet and South Korea were pos- 
sible. Japan has acted as an intermediary in family 
reunions between the two nations in the past. 
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Soviet officials also consented to trips by relatives from 
South Korea, he said. 


KAL Flight Service to Shanghai Postponed 
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[Text] The Chinese government, in a sudden shift of 
position, has decided not to authorize Korean Air [KAL]} 
to conduct charter flights to Shanghai “for the time 
being,” airline industry sources said. 


The sources said Chinese authorities have recently 
informed KAL of the decision. 


It was not known why the Chinese side has suddenly 
changed its mind, the same sources said. It will be several 
months before the airline can inaugurate service to 
China, they said. 


They believe that Communist north Korea, an ally of 
China, has blocked KAL’s planned foray into the Chi- 
nese market. 


KAL officials also cannot escape part of the responsibil- 
ity for the decision, the sources said. 


Top KAL executives’ tendency to play up any “break- 
throughs” in dealings with China i, a “big problem,” 
said one official at the Transportation Ministry. 


He strongly asked KAL officials to keep mum about 
negotiations with Communist countries, including 
China and the Soviet Union. 


Earlier, it was reported that the national flag carrier 

would inaugurate charter flights to Shanghai on May 2, 

when KAL was supposed to carry participants in the 

ae 4-6 general assembly of the Asian Development 
nk. 


A 167-sea Boeing 727 was to be used for the route. The 
estimated flying time was about two hours. 


China is also yet to authorize KAL aircraft to fly over its 
airspace, a move which was possible during the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. 


49 Vietnamese Refugees Not Allowed To Land 
SK2104062889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0622 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Pusan, Korea, April 21 (YONHAP)—The immi- 
gration office here has refused to let 49 Vietnamese 
refugees rescued by a British containership land at 
Pusan, the largest port in Korea. 
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A spokesman at the office said Friday that the Vietnam- 
ese were picked up April 16 on the high seas between 
Malaysia and Vietnam by the British vessel Cardigan 
Day, which was on its way to Pusan from Jidda, Saud: 
Arabia. 


He said it was decided to refuse to let the refugees land 
because of overcrowding at the refugee camp, which 
houses 235 Vietnamese, 55 more than the facilities were 
designed to cater for. 


Since 1976, Korea has accepted 1,979 Vietnamese refu- 
gees for resettlement in third nations, he said. 


Agreement on Australian Economic Proposal 
SK2204070589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0655 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 22 (YONHAP)—South Korea has 
agreed in principle to join Australia’s drive to promote 
economic links among Asia-Pacific nations, a Foreign 
Ministry official said Saturday. 


Yi Se-yong, chief of the Special Policy Section, said the 
government has notified Richard Woolcott, Australian 
secretary of foreign affairs and trade, of the decision. 
Woolcott flew into Seoul Thursday. 


“The government is in principle in favor of Prime 
Minister (Robert) Hawke’s proposal during his visit to 
Seoul in January to form an Asia-Pacific economic 
council,” Yi said. “The government stand has been 
conveyed to Woolcott.” 


South Korea recognizes the importance of the council to 
promote economic links in the region and the Korean 
Government proposed an Asia-Pacific summit in 1982, 
Yi said. 


“The council will probably comprise six members of 
ASEAN plus Australia, South Korea, Japan and New 
Zealand,” Yi said. ““The United States and Canada may 
participate as well.” 


Australia Official Notes Support 
SK2404092489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0914 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—Richard Woolcott, 
Australian Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade, said 
Monday that Korea supports the Australian proposal for 
an organization for regional economic cooperation and 
trade expansion among Asia-Pacific countries. 


The initial ministerial meeting of the envisaged regional 
consultative body, with Australia, Korea, Japan, New 
Zealand and six ASEAN nations attending, will possibly 
be held in November, Woolcott said in a press confer- 
ence before leaving Seoul for Japan after a five-day visit 
as envoy of Australian Prime Minister Robert Hawke. 
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Woolcott is to visit eight of the nine Asia-Pacific coun- 
tries to which Hawke addressed his proposal in January 
and February. 


The regional trade and economic proposal is designed to 
support an open multilateral trading system and doesn't 
envisage a trading bloc. It is not meant to compete with 
existing institutions such as the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, Woolcott said. 


Seoul wants to host the ministerial meeting, and a 
decision on the matter will be made after consultations 
with all concerned, the Australian envoy said. 


Woolcott said he will visit the United States, Canada, 
China, Taipei and Hong Kong in late May to discuss 
their participation in the proposed regional body. 


Rev Mun Apologizes for Causing ‘Inconvenience’ 
SK2304001989 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] Dissident Mun Ik-hwan, meeting with his defense 
lawyers and family members yesterday for the first time 
since his arrest, hoped that he would not be indicted, 
said Mun’s lawyers. 


The meeting took place at Chungpu Police Station in 
Central Seoul at 3:30 p.m. 


Mun has been in the custody of the Agency for National 
Security Planning since he was arrested April 13 upon 
his return from a 10-day unauthorized trip to Commu- 
nist north Korea. 


After meeting with the Presbyteian minister, lawyer Han 
Sung-hun told reporters that Mun said it was “inevi- 
table” that he would travel to the Communist north. 


He hoped that he would be saved from prosecution, 
according to Han. 


Mun said he was very sorry if his activities caused any 
inconvenience to the nation and hoped the inter-Korea 
talks would not be affected by the incident. 


Writer Hwang Sok-yong Faces Arrest on Return 
SK2404125789 Seoul YONHAP in English 1253 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 24 (OANA-YONHAP)}—South 
Korea’s joint public security investigation headquarters 
said Monday that it will arrest novelist Hwang Sok-yong 
as soon as his returning from North Korea. 


Hwang will be arrested on charges of National Security 
Law violation, like the case of dissident leader Mun 
Ik-hwan, a prosecution spokesman said. 
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According to the Articles 6 and 8 of the law, 1t is illegal 
to make an unauthorized visit to and communicate with 
anti-state organizations (like North Korea.) 


The agency for National Security Planning will take the 
44-year-old dissident novelist into custody for scrutiniz- 
ing the motives for the visit and his behaviors in North 
Korea. 


The prosecution is now conducting an investigation 
about those whom Hwang met before his flying to North 
Korea in late March, focusing on whether Hwang joined 
in conspiracy beforehand with Mun, it was also learned. 


Hwang, who reportedly is now stopping over in Beiing 
on his way home, arrived in Pyongyang several days 
ahead of Mun, who was arrested upon returning home in 
mid-April. In Pyongyang, the two dissidents together 
made a call on North Korean leader Kim II-song. 


Paek Ki-wan, 10 Others Reject Police Subpoenas 
SK2304010089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] Senior dissident Paek Ki-wan and 10 other dissi- 
dents, booked without physical detention on suspicion of 
attempting unauthorized contacts with North Korea, are 
still keeping their chin up in face of jolice summonses. 


They were subpoenaed Friday to report yesterday morn- 
ing for questioning on their attempt to reach the truce 
village of Panmunjom on March | for an inter-Korean 
conference on national reunification matters. 


Police are considering reissuing subpoenas over the 
weekend and taking them away early this week with 
court-issued apprehension warrants in case of their 
repeated defiance. 


The eleven were released, being booked without physical 
detention and only Yi Chae-o, 45, chairman of the 
Fatherland Reunification Committee of Chonminnyon 
(the National Alliance for Democratic Movement) was 
arrested on charges of violating the National Security 
Law. 


The released dissidents will have to be recalled for 
interrogations as Yi in the police custody is to be 
transferred to prosecutors, a police spokesman said. 


They are Paek Ki-wan, pastor Pak Hyong-kyu, Mrs Yi 
So-son, O Chong-il, Pak Yong-il. Kwon Hyong-taek, 
Chong Mun-hwa, Hong Kun-su, Han Sang-yol and Yi 
Chong-nin. 


Paek said he could not conform to the police subpoena as 
it is part of the government's plot to take away all the 
dissidents in its preemptive measure to abort scheduled 
May Day mass rallies of labor unionists. 
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“Reissuance of subpoenas to those whose interrogations 
were already finished is an apparent human rights vio- 
lation and restriction on dissident activities,” said the 
senior dissident Paek who was also invited by North 
Korean leader Kim Il-song to visit Pyongyang, along 
with dissident preacher Mun Ik-hwan. 


Editorial Denounces Arrest of Dissidents 
SK2204095589 Seoul HANG YORE SINMUN in Korean 
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{Editorial: “It Is Illegal To Take People Away Forcibly in 
the Form of Voluntary Accompaniment”’} 


; fext] During this month alone many people have been 
whisked away illegally by investigating authorities in the 
form of voluntary accompaniment. Some of those taken 
away have been Yi Pu-yong, chairman of the National 
Democratic Alliance of Korea (Chonminnyon),; Yi Chae- 
0, chairman of the Committee for the Reunification of 
the Fatherland; poet Ko Un; Yi Yong-hui, editorial 
adviser of HANGYORE SINMUN; Yim Chae-kyong, 
vice president of HANGYORE SINMUN: and Professor 
Paek Nak-chong. On 17 April four people, including 
Hong Kyong-hui, director of the Social Democratic 
Youth League Organizational Department, were forcibly 
whisked away again without a warrant. The fact that this 
evil practice, which was often committed under Chon 
Tu-hwan’s regime, is again reviving is proof that the 
Sixth Republic is still connected by an umbilical cord to 
the Fifth Republic. Our expectation that illegal acts of 
this nature would disappear with such steps as the 29 
June declaration has proven to be in vain after all. 


The reason why we focus our attention on this situation 
is that this whisking people away forcibly at random 
disregarding legal procedures is bound to bring about 
“unreasonableness” and “compulsion” in the process of 
investigation, and this forebodes a “future” of the 
present regime “filled with illegal acts.” In the case of Mr 
Pak Chong-chol’s torture to death as well, his death was 
not accidental but was an enormous tragedy resulting 
from his being illegally whisked away in reference to Mr 
Pak Chong-un, who was being sought by the police. Not 
only the present regime but also all of us should bear this 
deep in mind. 


In the case of Yi Pu-yong, the chairman of Chonmin- 
nyon, the investigators whisked him away forcibly with- 
out a warrant although he said that he “could not comply 
with their request because they were taking him away 
illegally.” The policemen’s code of conduct in the exe- 
cution of their duties which was revised on 31 December 
last year stipulates the provision that the person con- 
cerned can refuse to comply with a policeman’s request 
for accompaniment (Article 3, paragraph 2). The fact 
that the investigators ignored the refusal of the person 
concerned to accompany the investigators, a legal 
refusal, and that they ignored his request that the inves- 
tigators identify themselves and explain the purpose of 
their taking him away as well as the reason for it is an 
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outright breach of law by the investigation authorities, 
who should abide by the law more rigorously than 
anyone else. The reason that Chang Yun-hwan, chair- 
man of the editorial committee, and Chong Tae-ki, 
director of HANGYORE SINMUN, refused to voluntar- 
ily accompany the investigators and said that they would 
not comply with the investigation authorities’ request 
until legal procedures had been taken is that voluntary 
accompaniment has no legal basis and that complying 
with the request for voluntary accompaniment ts nothing 
less than fostering the habitual “illegal practice” that has 
continued up to the present time. The reason why 
HANGYORE SINMUN, in its ethical program, states 
that it will “reject illegal accompaniment forced by 
investigation and intelligence organizations” is that the 
illegal acts of whisking away and suppressing journalists 
frequently without warrant should no longer be toler- 
ated. We question why anyone should commit the illegal 
act of taking someone away when they investigate him 
for background material instead of visiting the individ- 
ual themselves and investigating. 


We do not think it is only because of the minor punish- 
ment meted out to investigators committing the offence 
of abusing their authority, “which is subject to a prison 
term or confinement of 6 months or less (Article !2),” 
that the illegal whisking away of people in the form of 
voluntary accompaniment is committed. Nevertheless, 
we should maintain that a device shou'd be provided to 
further ensure the physical freedom of the people, which 
is their basic freedom, both in procedural and substan- 
tive law, because it is likely that this practice of illegally 
whisking people away in the form of voluntary accom- 
paniment will become frequent. 


Daily Protests Detention of Prof Yi Yong-hui 
SK2404044589 Seoul HANG YORE SINMUN in Korean 
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[Thinking Together” column by Yi Hyo-song, instruc- 
tor of journalism at Seoul National University: “The 
Plan To Cover North Korea and Freedom of the Press”’] 


[Excerpts] Freedom of the press is guaranteed as a basic 
freedom in a free democratic state. This is because 
freedom of the press is necessary for realizing genuine 
democracy. Even though freedom of the press is said to 
be necessary for finding truths and realizing one’s self, it 
is all the more necessary for realizing democracy. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


The general public must have the opportunity to hear 
diversified views and information on North Korea in 
order to decide on policies on the reunification issue and 
the North Korean issue in a democratic manner. How- 
ever, in most cases, we are familiar only with informa- 
tion and views supplied by the government. This is not 
desirable for deciding upon policies on the reunification 
and North Korean issues in a democratic manner. In 
order for the poeple to make decisions on policies on the 
reunification and North Korean issues, it is necessary to 
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supply them with diversified views and information, in 
addition to those supplied by the government. From this 
perspective, one of the best ways to do this is to encour- 
age the press to visit and directly cover North Korea. 
This corresponds to the spirit of the northern policy, 
which President No Tae-u expressed in his 7 July decla- 
ration and his speech at the United Nations, a policy 
designed to alleviate tension on the Korean peninsula 
and to expand North-South exchange. This is also an 
attitude that the government, which says it advocates a 
free democratic system, must assume as a matter of 
course. 


However, as was shown in the government’s response to 
HANGYORE SINMUN’s plan to visit and cover North 
Korea, the government runs counter to the northern 
policy and free democratic principles that it itself says it 
advocates. The government, which promises to alleviate 
tension and to expand North-South exchange and which 
pledges to defend a free democratic system at every 
possible opportunity, is trying to punish those involved 
in HANGYORE SINMUN’s plan to cover North Korea 
on charges of violating an actual law, instead of encour- 
aging them. This contradicts its own policy and violates 
the freedom of the press, which free democracy advo- 
cates as a basic right. 


Making an issue out of only HANGYORE SINMUN’s 
plan without making an issue out of similar plans by 
some other press companies violates our Constitution, 
which stipulates that all citizens shall be equal before the 
law. These companies mapped out plans to cover North 
Korea and impelmented them. And, the fact that they 
dispatched Korean residents in the United States to 
North Korea made no difference. For the principle of 
equity, an issue should have been made out of the acts by 
these companies. In this respect, the fact that the gov- 
ernment made an issue out of HANGYORE SINMUN’s 
plan to cover North Korea—moreover, a canceled 
plan—and that it detained and booked people involved 
in this plan is obviously suppression of the press. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Phrases must not be taken out of context. It is not 
reasonable to pick out specific phrases and make an issu: 
out of them. Making an issue out of the content of tie 
letter written by Mr Yi Yong-hui without making an 
issue out of the remarks by Mr Chong Chu-yong in North 
Korea is unfair. 


The National Security Law, which was applied this time, 
has become obsolete because of President No’s 7 July 
declaration and his speech at the United Nations. In 
Washington, 2 days after his UN speech, President No 
himself said that he would revise the National Security 
Law if this law is an obstacle to North-South dialogue, 
and not only the ruling party, but also the opposition 
parties, recognized that it is necessary to revise or 
abolish this law. We cannot but consider it suppression 
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of the press that the government is making an issue out 
of a plan to cover North Korea—a plan that was can- 
celed—by applying this law. 


The current episode proves once again that the National 
Security Law can be abused to suppress the press. We 
can say therefore that it is all the more just to revise or 
abolish this law. 


No Tae-u Considers Meeting Opposition Leaders 
SK2104124089 Seoul YONHAP in English 1227 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)—President No Tae-u 
is likely to meet with three opposition party leaders in 
early May to discuss pending domestic political issues. A 
high-ranking official at the ruling Democratic Justice 
Party (DJP) said Friday the DJP feels the necessity and 
is examining the possibility of the meeting in view of the 
mounting tension over radical labor activists’ alleged 
threat to stage a general strike on May Day. 


The official, who wanted to be anonymous, said he saw 
little problem in pushing for the talks among the top 
politicians of the country since the three opposition 
parties have also agreed to arrange such a meeting. 


Kim Tae-chung, president of the largest opposition Party 
for Peace and Democracy, proposed Thursday to hold a 
summit between the nation’s ruling and opposition 
camps to dissolve the looming political crisis. 


The top politicians’ meeting may lead to a breakthrough 
in the tumultuous domestic situation in which hardline 
dissidents, student activists and labor unionists are 
heading for a frontal confrontation with the government 
to protest police intervention in labor disputes and 
detention of dissident figures. 


The summit talks, however, will be available only when 
all of the “three Kims”—Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong- 
sam of the second largest opposition Reunification Dem- 
ocratic Party and Kim Chong-pil of the minor New 
Democratic Republican Party—agree to tha! effect. 


The three opposition leaders are to meet next week 
putting an end to their discord which has lasted one and 
a half month due to their different positions over the 
controversial interim appraisal of No’s presidency and a 
bribery scandal which marred a recent by-election. 


On the format of the summitry, DJP Secretary General 
Yi Chong-chan ruled out the possibility that No would 
meet the three Kims separately as he did just before the 
mid-term evaluation was called off. 


The separate talks between No and the opposition lead- 
ers has created a suspicion that No and Kim Tae-chung 
have concluded a covert agreement, and immediately 
fueled a rift between Kim Tae-chung and Kim Yong- 
sam. 
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Yi said the talks, if realized, will cover all key issues 
facing the nation, such as labor disputes, the govern- 
ment’s measures against leftists and policy toward North 
Korea which has been suffering a change since the Rev. 
Mun Ik-hwan’s unauthorized visit to Pyongyang. 


The agenda will be fixed in advance through consulta- 
tion between senior officials of the four parties, includ- 
ing the meetings of floor leaders and secretary generals, 
both scheduled next week. 


The opposition parties are likely to come up with the 
lingering issue of “liquidating the Fifth Republic lega- 
cies” in the summit talks, which means more active 
democratic reforms by No, as well as the release of 
dissident figures, including Mun and Prof. Yi Yong-hui. 


The summit talks are most likely to take place early May 
before the National Assembly is called into an extraor- 
dinary session. 


Opposition To Hold Joint News Conference 
SK2104081089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0803 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


{Text} Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)—Chief policy-makers 
of the three opposition parties agreed Friday to hold a 
joint press conference of their party leaders April 26. 


The three policy-makers, meeting to iron out their dif- 
ferences on the agenda for talks between the heads of the 
Opposition parties, agreed to make a joint statement on 
the volatile political situation in the press conference. 


Concerned over mounting unrest caused by labor dis- 
putes and the government’s hardline policy toward dis- 
sents, they agreed to call on the government to abandon 
its crackdown in favor of a political solution. 


Leaders of the three opposition parties, which hold a 
combined majority in the National Assembly, will meet 
Wednesday for the first time in nearly two months in an 
effort to restore the alliance that collapsed under the 
weight of differences over the midterm appraisal of 
President No Tae-u’s performance. 


The policy-makers agreed to meet regularly until Mon- 
day to discuss other items for the agenda of the leaders’ 
talks. 


Parties Moves Toward Compromise Examined 
SK2404084789 Seoul YONHAP in English 0831 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[By Pak Chong-chan] 


[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—Rumors of a loom- 
ing crisis seem about to force South Korea’s political 
factions to bite the bullet and hammer out a compro- 
mise. 
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Amid warnings that radical and ultra-rightist groups 
could stir up serious trouble in May, both the ruling and 
opposition camps have begun to respond to criticism 
over their negligence and inertia by scheduling a series of 
top politicians gatherings over the next couple of weeks. 


Leaders of the three opposition parties will meet 
Wednesday to patch up a rift among themselves as well 
as to discuss ways to avert the crisis. 


Their chief policy-makers met sunday to arrange the 
meeting and set an agenda for Kim Tae-chung, Kim 
Yong-sam and Kim Chong-pil. 


They decided that the three Kims should suggest to 
President No Tae-u that all four meet together and that 
they should issue a joint statement on “the solution of 
the political and social situation.” 


The three Kims’ willingness to talk to each other height- 
ens the possibility that they will meet with No in early 
May, an event long sought by the ruling camp. 


The Democratic Justice Party has said such a meeting is 
necessary to calm political and social unrest—labor 
conflicts plague the country’s sagging economy and a 
nationwide general strike, it is feared in some quarters, 
might be called on May Day by radical unions and 
student activists. 


In addition, the arrests of leading dissident figures such 
as the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and Prof. Yi Yong-hui have 
turned the nation’s already restless campuses into seeth- 
ing cauldrons of student activism. 


The three Kims are expected to use Wednesday’s meet- 
ing as a stage from which to exhort radical students and 
workers to refrain from calling a general strike and to 
forsake violence, simultaneously urging government and 
business to conduct on-going pay negotiations honestly 
and sincerely. 


They will also call for the release of dissidents and 
continued efforts to improve relations with North 
Korea, thrown into reverse by Mun’s trip to Pyongyang. 


The three Kims have been at odds with each other in 
recent weeks due to their different views on an interim 
appraisal of No’s presidency and the bribery of a candi- 
date in a by-election. 


Their Wednesday gathering will be an occasion to put on 
a public display of amity and maybe even take the sting 
out of mounting criticism that they have neglected their 
duty to the nation in allowing unrest to reach a crisis 


point. 
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Meanwhile, the ruling party is carefully weighing its 
options in the lingering issue of “liquidating Fifth 
Republic legacies,” the chosen phrase to describe the 
punishment of those responsible for the misdeeds perpe- 
trated during the rule of former President Chon Tu- 
hwan. 


The ruling camp is arranging for Chon and his predeces- 
sor, former President Choe Kyu-ha, to testify before 
legislative committees probing past wrongdoings. 


The testimony will cover their roles in an uprising in 
Kwangju in 1980, when Chon was consolidating his 
nower, in which 189 people were killed by official count 
in the process of putting the rebellion to an end by the 
military. 


Political analysts say the core of the compromise being 
forged to lay the issue to rest will be the former presi- 
dents’ testimony during a special parliamentary session 
around May 10. 


Chief opposition policy-makers, in their meeting Sun- 
day, agreed to push for the testimony, but toned down 
calls for the punishment of key figures in the Fifth 
Republic other than those already behind bars. 


The ruling camp is likely to demand “honorable treat- 
ment” of the former presidents during their testimony 
and an end to Chon’s exile at a remote Buddhist temple. 


The opposition has so far demanded the punishment of 
Chong Ho-yong, a ruling party lawmaker who was the 
commander of Special Warfare Command at the time of 
the Kwangju uprising, and Yi Won-cho, a ruling party 
lawmaker known as a political fundraiser for Chon. 


if compromise is achieved, the opposition leaders will 
help head off the “‘May crisis” by holding talks with No, 
possibly in early May. 


Parties To Discuss Assembly Election Law 
SK2204000589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] The ruling and opposition party secretaries are 
likely to meet sometime next week to discuss possible 
amendment of the parliament election laws. 


Secretaries-general of the three opposition parties met at 
tlie Seoul Garden Hotel yesterday and agreed in princi- 
ple to railroad through parliament revised election laws 
during the forthcoming extra parliament session, to open 
around May 10. 


The current parliament election laws, worked out during 
the Fifth Republic, have long been under fire for some of 
their “unrealistic clauses.” 
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More recently, the election laws were proven to be dead 
laws when both political parties and their candidates, not 
to mention voters, openly violated the laws in the 
scandal-plagued by-election in Tonghae City April 14. 


The three opposition parties agreed that the upper limit 
of the election fund for each candidates should be raised 
to a realistic level of 200 million won from the current 70 
million won ceiling. 


They also agreed to delete the controversial clauses that 
ban the distribution of printed materials and putting up 
of wall posters of candidates while seeking ways of 
permitting supportive addresses for candidates by the 
political parties. 


The three opposition parties also underscored the need 
for amendment of the laws governing political fund 
raising and distribution, laws they said are “outmoded 
and unrealistic.” 


Ruling Party ‘Nervous’ Over Opposition Alliance 
SK2104005689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
21 Apr 89 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Opposition 
Unit”) 


[Text] The ruling party seems nervous over a quick three 
Opposition party alliance being restored faster than 
expected following Kim Yong-sam’s public apology for 
the bribery scandal in Tonghae. 


“The three-way alliance should be aimed at sound par- 
liament politics instead of driving the ruling party into a 
corner for partisan interest,” said ruling party spokes- 
man Pak Hui-tae. 


The ruling party has no reason to oppose the three-party 
alliance, but power politics for the sake of partisan 
interest will not be tolerated, he said. 


‘“‘Why not raise a voice against Kim Il-song’s southern 
policies, as they do over the government’s northern 
policies?” said Pak. 


DJP Whip ‘Enraged’ by Call for House Session 
SK2304010789 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 89 p 2 


[From the “Press Pocket” column: “Knee-jerk Reac- 
tion”’] 


[Text] Ruling party [Democratic Justice Party, DJP] 
whip Kim Yun-hwan, much enraged over the agreement 
by the opposition parties on Friday to call a three-week 
House session on May 8, harshly lashed out at the 
unilateral decision. 
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Kim blew up, “Why can’t they wait for two more days to 
call the special House sitting,” pointing out that most of 
the lawmakers on outings abroad would return by May 
10. 


Kim also rejected as ““nonsense”’ the opposition’s move 
to field one questioner from each party on each area of 
the interpellation agenda, saying that he would stick to 
the alloting of questioners in proportion to the number 
of each party’s sitting lawmakers. 


Political analysts note that the ruling party’s knee-jerk 
reaction to the opposition-called House sitting may be an 
expression of its “displeasure” over the growing thaw in 
the relations among the three opposition parties these 
days. 


Parties Urged To Safeguard Liberal Democracy 
SK2304001089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 89 p 8 


{Editorial: “Suprapartisan Summit Talks’’] 


[Text] In a nutshell, pluralism in a democracy is not an 
unnecessary accessory but is essential for its sustained 
success. An absence of debate, adequately working in the 
form of parliamentary politics, could lead to either 
extremism of dictatorship or anarchistic chaos. 


For the first time in the nation’s parliamentary history, 
the National Assembly is dominated by a combination of 
Opposition parties. Opposition lawmakers tend to call it 
an idealistic format for check-and-balance leverage. 
Contrarily, the ruling camp is wont to attribute its 
oft-criticized dormancy to its latitude hamstrung by 
opposition control. 


Whatever the truth, the nation now stands in a position 
not to be complacent with such contentious polemics. 
Too [as published] serious and pervasive challenges 
await sagacious and resolute acts unless the nation is 
ready to let itself drift into a quagmire. Worsening labor 
and campus unrests threaten the equilibrium of society, 
which is essential if the nation is not to reverse course. 
The prospects for continued economic viability, depen- 
dent on export expansion, are bleak, haunting us with a 
specter of a vicious cycle. External pressures on trade 
add to that outlook. Inflated expectations of rapid eco- 
nomic growth and the drastic liberalization reforms 
compound the situation. Against that backdrop, the 
nation is split over ideological preservation: Leftist- 
leaning people pose an outright challenge to this Repub- 
lic’s basic policy of liberal democracy itself. 


By many indications, the approach of May would be a 
crescendo in unsettling society. All this would unfold in 
our unique situation—having few parallels elsewhere— 
of having to safeguard our survival and values against 
the relentless plots from across the DMZ, remaining still 
one of the most precarious borders in the world, to 
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subvert the south. How the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s unau- 
thorized secret visit to north Korea was perceived here is 
a testimony to that unique awareness prevailing in the 
south. 


Indeed, none of the problems may remain immune to the 
intrinsic responsibility of Assemblymen who owe their 
election to their professed commitment to upholding 
liberal democracy and the well-being of the people. 
Unfortunately, however, they appear largely helpless 
before solving the present challenges—an impression of 
the established politics’ impotence. 


It is against such a backdrop that we expect much from 
the leaders of the three opposition parties who will meet 
Wednesday to discuss issues of national concern. It may 
sound rather strange for one to attach a significance to 
such talks—ideally, a usual and rountine meeting. How- 
ever, they have come a long way to realize that get- 
together, largely due to conflicting partisan or individual 
interests. 


Whatever their respective excuses for all that, it is time 
for them—of course, for their own sake in the first 
place—to show their perceived responsibility to the 
people. The coming precious opportunity should be 
made an occasion of hammering out solutions on their 
part for our present questions. A sense of responsibility, 
and therefore sincerity commensurate with it, should 
precede all other partisan interests, preoccupation with 
which has cost them popular confidence. 


Wednesday’s talks are likely to be followed in early May 
by talks between President No Tae-u, who heads the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party, and the three opposi- 
tion leaders. It would be good for the four-way meeting 
to be held before May 8, when the Assembly opens its 
extraordinary session. This would make the upcoming 
session more substantial and effective for producing 
solutions. 


Few would blame a single political party for trying to 
enhance its voice and influence through political games. 
Yet, the three opposition parties have given the impres- 
sion that they have been too obsessed with that notion at 
the costly expense of keeping the Assembly inactive in 
the eyes of many people. All the parties, ruling and 
opposition, would find little difference in assessing the 
seriousness of the present situation, though they may 
differ on how to cope with it. Given the fundamental 
accord, they should prove their legitimate position by 
truly serving the people’s interests. 


The ruling camp, for its part, must be sincere and eager 
to look into what has contributed to the present difficul- 
ties and then to work out remedies to address the 
fundamental, not superficial, causes. Expediency smack- 
ing of political maneuvering, even if workable in the 
short run, may eventually cost it credibility, a factor 
which will prove to be its enduring legacy in the end. The 
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government will find it in living up to its professed 
principles. Tactics necessary for pragmatic purposes 
should never compromise overriding principles. 


For the opposition parties, now ts the time to put greater 
causes before lesser ones. Safeguarding the cause of 
liberal democracy should be the first priority. This must 
be associated with their efforts, for which the govern- 
ment, of course, is primarily responsible, to prove in 
deed the supremacy of liberal democracy. Reforms 
should be made an uninterrupting goal to keep the 
democracy alive. The forthcoming talks should be faith- 
ful to heeding that requirement, which will certainly 
prove effective, by making the best of our plural democ- 
racy, to weather through impending challenges. 


Kim Yong-sam Calls for RDP Unity Over Issues 
SK2104010089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
21 Apr 89 p 2 


{From the “Out and About” column: “Time for Solidar- 
ity”] 


[Text] Kim Yong-sam yesterday said it is time for the 
Reunification Democratic Party [RDP] to solidify party 
unity and to push for liquidation of irregularities of the 
Fifth Republic in the framework of parliament politics. 


“The political uproar caused by the Tonghae by-election 
scandal should serve as an occasion for all the party 
members to reflect on themselves,” Kim, president of 
the RDP said. 


Describing the Tonghae scandal as a trial from God, 
Kim went on to say that the trial also served as an 
occasion for himself and his party to become more 
modest, but ever self-confident in pushing for earlier 
liquidation of the Fifth Republic irregularities and 
Kwangju issue. 


RDP ‘Doldrums,’ PPD Changes Examined 
SK2304011589 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 89 p 2 


[““News in Review” by political editor Chong Un-pong: 
“PPD Distancing Itself From Radical Dissident 
Forces”’] 


[Text] Last week was surely painful for Kim Yong-sam. 
He had to put up with tke arrest of Rep. So Sok-chae, his 
most trusted aide and secretary-general of the Reunifi- 
cation Democratic Party [RDP]. He could do nothing to 
help Rep. So because it would entail seeing the party 
flounder enmeshed in a candidate bribery scandal in the 
recent parliamentary by-election in Tonghae city. 


Kim is now on his hunkers in his hometown in Koje, 
probably brooding over how to effectively cope with the 
current political dilemma. He may come to Seoul early 
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this week, refreshed and recharged. Till then, his party, 
RDP, will be in the doldrums despite pressing national 
issues like the deepening labor strife joined by radical 
student forces. 


Like the RDP, the New Democratic Justice Party led by 
Kim Chong-pil keeps a low profile although he settled 
accounts with RDP’s Kim over the candidate bribery 
scandal. He may be thinking it is not good for his party 
either to press hard upon the RDP in regard to the dirty 
game of bribing his party’s candidate into pulling out of 
the race. 


Kim Tae-chung of the Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD] could not afford to lose the opportunity to express 
himself to the pressing national issues as a responsible 
politician above the bribery fray. 


In a press conference, he called upon unionists to refrain 
from striking. At the same time, he asked students not to 
use extremely violent means in pushing their demands 
through. 


His position is welcome at the ruling camp, now preoc- 
cupied with how to get over the labor strike across the 
nation and the worsening campus unrest, even though he 
has little sway on picketing workers and students activ- 
ist. 


Press conference of Kim, who maintains relatively close 
ties with dissident forces, backfired. 


The united dissidents’ group, ‘Chonminnyon,“ 
[National Alliance for a Democratic Movement] was 
bitterly critical of Kim, accusing him of conspiring with 
the government against what it claimed are democratic 
forces. 


It went on to charge that Kim is at last being pulled into 
the hands of “reactionary conservatives” against demo- 
cratic forces. 


Frowning upon the repercussions, Kim lamented that 
the dissident forces failed to read the undercurrent of 
public opinion. 


However, he said he has special compassion for the 
group, claiming that he does not see it in the company of 
“radical violent” forces unlike the government. 


All these combined, Kim appears to be wavering 
between the two sides, refusing to take one side. Given 
his past struggle, it is understandable. He is not in a 
position to break with the dissident force at a single 
stroke. 


Likewise, he is too well aware of the fact that hurling fire 
bombs and stones do not serve his political interest, 
rather it provides ground for “ultra rightists” in the 
government to take advantage of. 
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On top of this, he may have grasped what public opinion 
really is like through the recent by-election in Tonghae 
city, where his party’ candidate suffered humiliation of 
trailing last among the four contenders in spite of his 
five-day on-the-spot campaign. 


Despite the anticipated reaction from the dissident 
forces, Kim went ahead with a call for an end to strikes, 
citing that the majority of people feel uneasy. 


Puzzling is why he called for moderation only until the 
end of May. May is a special month since it is the month 
when the nation’s first military coup and the tragedy of 
the bloody suppression of the Kwangju uprising 
occurred. 


It can be inferred that Kim is still wooing the dissidents 
as well as the people opting for stability. 


But, other political observers said Kim is beginning to 
distance himself from the dissident forces. His remarks 
of patting the dissidents on their backs in a press 
conference is nothing but a kind of hollow gesture that 
has no substantial meaning, they said. 


Another change anticipated in the PPD is that there will 
be more conservative voices heard. Rep. Cho Yun-hyong 
said upon being elected chairman of the Seoul chapter of 
the nation’s largest opposition party admitted Friday 
that conservative voices have been drowned out in the 
past. 


But his is a phenomenon on the stage of firming up the 
party base. Now, it is time to have more conservative 
views flow unbridled, he said, indicating that he would 
form a fraternity with conservative lawmakers. 


PPD Elects Chairman of Seoul Chapter 
SK220403 1189 Seoul YONHAP in Engligh 0304 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 22 (YONHAP)}—Rep. Cho Yun- 
houng, a vice president of Kim Tae-chung’s Party for 
Peace and Democracy [PPD], was elected chairman of 
the party’s Seoul district chapter Friday, putting him in 
an advantageous position to become the party’s candi- 
date for Seoul city mayor. 


The five-term lawmaker gained 174 votes, or more than 
half of the 316 votes cast, to defeat Rep. Cho Se-hyong, 
who drew 86 votes, and Rep. Yim Chou-won, who 
garnered 56 votes, in the three-way competition at 
Seoul’s Sejong Cultural Center. 


It is the first time a Korean political party has elected the 
chairman of its Seoul district chapter since 1972. The 
chairman was always appointed by the party president. 


The PPD held the election in a response to pressure from 
party members to democratize itself, a party official said. 
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Cho is now on the inside track to win the party’s 
nomination for Seoul mayor. The PPD won the majority 
of National Assembly seats in Seoul in general elections 
last year. 


“I would like to run for Seoul city mayor although the 
party president has the right to nominate our candidate,” 
said Cho, a long-time confidant of Kim Tae-chung, after 
the election. Cho is a son of Dr. Cho Pyong-ok, an 
opposition candidate who died of illness just days before 
a presidential election in 1960, in which the late Presi- 
dent Syngman Rhee won. 


Election’s Impact Noted 
SK2304002589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 89 p 2 


(“News Analysis” by staff reporter Kang Song-chol: 
“PPD Takes a Step Forward for Intraparty Democrati- 
zation; Seoul Chapter Election’s Impact Expected”’] 


[Text] The opposition Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD] had made a small but significant step forward in 
its efforts to realize “‘intraparty democratization.” 


The party elected its Seoul district chapter chief Friday 
through free competition, rarely seen in the nation’s 
political parties. 


Vice party president Cho Yun-hyong was elected chapter 
chairman by large margins over two other contenders. 
The 57-year-old five-term lawmaker will be charged with 
coordinating and supervising the activities of 42 local 
branches in the city. 


Considering the fact that the party is under the firm 
control of Kim Tae-chung, the freely contested election 
deserves attention, and is expected to influence other 
political parties. 


The delegates’ choice of Cho over other less experienced 
runners may be viewed as an expression of their wish for 
stability. 


Many party officials say they hope that the election will 
help a bit to clear the party’s “regional party” image. Cho 
is a native of Chungchongnam-to, while the other con- 
tenders are from the Cholla provinces, the party’s tradi- 
tional power base. 


The contested election may have long-term repercus- 
sions with regard to preparations for the post Kim 
Tae-chung era. 


The election has helped foster an atmosphere for the 
appearance of “mid-level bosses” or factions, previously 
nonexistent under the authoritarian climate of Kim’s 
leadership. 
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Cho himself suggested that he is interested in forming his 
own faction. “I will try to form a group of party members 
with conservative minds,”’ he told reporters after the 
election. 


The incipient signs of forming factions in the party are 
generally favorably viewed, though their appearance will 
not be possible without the approval of party leader Kim 
for a considerable time to come. 


Kim is likely to apply the principle of check and balance 
in future party operations. In deciding major party 
policies, he will have to consider the views of both 
conservatives like Cho and reformminded lawmakers, 
including many former dissident figures. 


The chairmanship will place Cho in an advantageous 
position in securing the party’s candidacy for Seoul City 
mayor, who will be elected through direct popular voting 
when local autonomy is implemented. 


Party officials say their party has the highest chances of 
winning the mayoral election, noting that they secured 
the largest number of parliamentary seats in the Seoul 
constituencies of all the parties in last year’s general 
election. 


Anyone who becomes the mayor of the capital city would 
gain massive political influence, and may aspire to 
become the next leader of the party, they say. 


“Party president Kim has the full authority as far as the 
naming of the party’s candidate for the mayoral election 
is concerned,” Cho said. 


But it is generally believed that Cho has secured a 
strategic position and that party lea» \u:.. vould have 
to give him priority in choosing the purly’s ndidate for 
the mayoral post. 


Having gained confidence from Friday’s election, the 
PPD is expected to expand the scope of free competition 
to cover more key party posts. 


Chonminnyon Assails Kim Tae-chung ‘Swing’ 
SK2104235589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] The major dissident group “Chonminnyon” 
{National Alliance for a Democratic Movement] has 
described Kim Tae-chung’s press conference Thursday 
as a “clear-cut” sign of the PPD’s [Party for Peace and 
Democracy] swing back to a conservative line. 


Pak Kye-tong, spokesman for the National Alliance for a 
Democratic Movement, expressed regret that Kim, pres- 
ident of the opposition Party for Peace and Democracy, 
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defined the low-income bracket people’s ongoing strug- 
gle to recover their rights as a “violent movement” while 
providing the government with a good excuse to con- 
tinue the mass arrest of labor leaders and fighters for 
democratic reforms. 


“Kim Tae-chung has clearly distorted the focal point of 
the problem,” said Pak calling on the PPD to give up 
immediately its partisan policy of helping support the 
ultrarightists in the ruling camp. 


Kim ‘Hits Back’ 
§K2304003189 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 89 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Kim Tae-chung 
Hits Back”’} 


[Text] Regarding a denouncement by the dissident 
National Alliance for Democracy [NAD, Chonminnyon] 
about his Thursday news conference, PPD leader Kim 
Tae-chung responded displeasedly, saying: “I cannot 
accept the NAD’s statement.” 


In response to Kim’s news conference where he solicited 
laborers to refrain from using violence and striking, the 
NAD yesterday issued a statement denouncing Kim. 


“TI regret that (the NAD) fails to read correctly what the 
popular minds are,” Kim said. 


“I, who have affection and concern toward dissident 
forces, regard the statement as a temporary process,” 
said Kim. 


DJP Postpones Party Elections, Convention 
SK2304002889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] The ruling DJP [Democratic Justice Party] has 
indefinitely postponed its plan to elect party vice presi- 
dents this year, claiming that an election might go 
against its effort to boost party unity. 


It has also put off a national party convention, originally 
scheduled in June, till September, a party spokesman 
said yesterday. 


Explaining the reason for postponement of the election, 
he said that an election could create divisions in the 
party, as past elections had often done. 


The September national convention is primarily to 
revise the party charter to democratize the party’s oper- 
ation, he said. 


“Many party officials agree that election of vice presi- 
dents and other key party posts is necessary to help 
democracy sink a firm root in the party but they say that 
now is not a right time for such an election,” he said. 
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A majority of party members, he said, think that election 
of vice presidents which will compete to succeed Presi- 
dent No Tae-u should better come in the latter half of 
No’s single five-year term. 


Union Federation Cancels Activities for May Day 
SK2104062489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0613 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)}—In an abrupt switch 
to a moderate line, leaders of the Federation of the 
Korean Trade Unions [FKTU] have agreed to cancel 
activities scheduled for May Day. 


The decision signals a deepening conflict between liber- 
als and conservatives in the 1.5 million-member organi- 
zation, under government control until a new leadership 
calling for reforms was elected in free competition last 
November. 


Amid growing concern over rumors of a nationwide 
general strike on May Day, the change of heart signals a 
confrontation with a splinter group of “democratic” 
unions over policies. 


The federation, which had decided to observe May Day 
for the first time in history this year instead of March 10, 
the government-designated Workers’ Day, agreed to file 
a petition with the National Assembly for a legal change 
of the date to May | and to hold a massive rally in 
support of the change in May. 


The Nationa! Council of Democratic Unions, believed to 
have some 200,000 members, said rumors of a general 
strike were being spread by the government and 
announced a rally on April 30 to commemorate the 
centennial of May Day. The council said it would gather 
more than 300,000 people at the rally. 


The council is also planning to hold May Day ceremo- 
nies and rallies protesting government labor policy. 


More than 50 unions affiliated with the council in Seoul 
Staged a one-day strike and clashed with riot police 
Thursday in protest over the government arrest of their 
leader. 


Also on Thursday, opposition leader Kim Tae-chung 
advised workers to refrain from going on strike until the 
end of May, warning of “traps set by ultra-rightists in the 
government.” 


“The public feels extremely uneasy about government- 
circulated rumors of a May Day general strike and most 
people oppose radical union movements,” Kim said. 
“Radical behavior by some dissident figures has caused 
the people concern, and they often fall victim to traps set 
by ultra-rightists in the government.” 
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Labor Unrest Disrupts Textile Industry 
SK2404071189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0616 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—Caiis for pay raises 
and a shorter working day swepi South Korea’s major 
textile companies last week, plunging the industry into 
uproar. 


Industry sources said Monday Kohap [Kolon Business 
Group Union] employees downed tools Friday, and 
disputes were reported in the middle of the week at three 
subsidiaries of Kolon Business Group in Seoul, Puchon 
and Kumi. 


Negotiations at five branches of Hanil Synthetic Fiber 
Ind. Co. collapsed and the main plant in Masan expects 
a Strike soon. 


Sunkyong fibers and Dongkook Ind. Co. expect tough 
wage negotiations because of aggressive union leaders, 
the sources said. 


The unions all have the same demands: More pay for less 
work and a Say in personnel management. 


Kohap workers want a 25.6 percent pay increase and the 
right to approve assignments, but management refuses to 
increase wages by more than 18 percent and claims it has 
the exclusive right to “administer human resources.” 


The union at Kolon is demanding a 45.7 percent wage 
increase—100,000 won (about 151.15 dollars) per male 
employee and 70,000 won (about 106.06 dollars) per 
female employee, according to the sources. 


Hanil workers want a 25.7 percent rise but have been 
offered only 17 percent. 


Wage negotiations at most textile companies so far this 
year are yielding increases of more than 20 percent— 
Samdo Trading Co. raised pay 20 percent, Jindo Indus- 
tries 25 percent and Taekwang Industrial Co. 20 percent. 


Hospital Union Leaders Face Criminal Charges 
SK2104055689 Seoul YONHAP in English 0548 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)}—Union leaders at 
hospitals could face criminal charges and could go to jail 
for organizing illegal union activities, a spokesman for 
the prosecution warned Friday. 


The spokesman said the ringleaders will be punished 
because investigation has found they committed illegal 
union activities, including lack of reports on disputes in 
violation of the Labor Arbitration Law. 


He warned that the prosecution will deploy police to 
trouble spots to prevent violence. 
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Nurses at Severance Hospital of Yonsei University vio- 
lated the Medical Affairs Law, which prohibits denial of 
care to patients without due reason, he said. 


Violators can be sentenced to less than one year in prison 
or fined up to | million won under the law. 


About 400 employees of Hanyang University Hospital 
who went on leave Thursday are staging a “quasi-legal” 
union activity, he said. 


Currently, 32 labor disputes have been reported so far at 
medical facilities this year, twice the number reported a 
year earlier, according to health and labor officials. 


Nineteen of these disputes have been resolved and | 3 are 
still in progress. 


The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs announced 
Thursday that medical personnel from military hospitals 
could be deployed if serious labor disputes disrupt 
civilian hospitals. 


Military Technicians To Help Key Industries 
SK2104234889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] The Ministry of National Defense has drawn up 
an overall plan to mobilize 80,000 military technicians 
to put into the nation’s key and strategic industries in the 
event that those cardinal industries are totally paralyzed 
by labor strikes. 


The ministry announced yesterday that it worked out the 
plan for mobilization of military manpower after Prime 
Minister Kang Yong-hun and related ministers discussed 
at a recent meeting the possibility of putting the military 
technicians into the key industrial sectors, if illegal 
strikes bring them to a complete halt. 


It had ordered the three military service branches—the 
Army, Navy and Air Force—to check and list the avail- 
able technicians to better cope with mobilization. 


The military forces were also directed to do its best to 
sharpen the skills of uniformed technicians through 
effective training in close consultation with the Energy, 
Communications and Transportation Ministries so that 
they may lose no time in “stepping into the shoes” of the 
striking workers in case of emergency. 


The training and mobilization programs of the military 
personnel, according to the ministry, would be coordi- 
nated through consultations with the ministries con- 
cerned. 


A ranking official at the Defense Ministry emphasized 
that the military would mobilize the technicians only at 
the request of the pertinent government ministries to 
help prevent the illegal strikes from stopping operation 
of the key industries. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


He revealed that the technical servicemen would sup- 
plant the striking blue collar workers in the fields of 
shipping and port operation, aircraft repair and mainte- 
nance, air traffic control, electricity, electronic commu- 
nications, broadcasting, running water and subway car 
operation. 


The technicians, the Defense Ministry said, will do their 
jobs under the supervision of the industrial managers 
while being deployed in the industrial community. 


The ministry put roughly 130 military engineers into 
operation of the subway late last month when the Seoul 
metropolitan mass transit system was forced to a halt by 
a strike. 


Policemen, Workers Hurt in Strike Incident 
SK2304001789 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 89 p 3 


{Text} Inchon—Forty-six policemen and five workers 
were slightly injured yesterday when police tried to haul 
away 37 workers, who had been staging a month-long 
strike. 


More than 500 riot troopers stormed the building of the 
Samyang Oil and Fat Co., a subsidiary of the Samyang 
Business Group, in Chung-ku shortly after 5 a.m. where 
37 unionized workers had been staging sit-in since last 
March 24. 


Police took them all, including the union chairman Song 
Kae-son, 42, to Chungpu Police Station. 


Police said they will arrest Song and four others on 
charges of violating the Labor Dispute Arbitration Law 
and send the rest to summary court, a police spokesman 
said. 


The workers put up strong resistance, hurling sulfur used 
to make edible oil to riot troopers but they were over- 
powered in about half an hour, police said. 


Forty-six policemen were slightly burned with sulfur. 
Five workers were also injured during the process. 


Workers of Samyang Oil and Fat, a producer of a 
soybean oil, had waged a work stoppage since March 24, 
calling for a collective agreement with management. 


They demand that their monthly pay be hiked by about 
50 percent on average and that their yearly bonuses be 
increased by 200 percent. They also call for a three-shift 
work system. 


Management asked for police intervention in the dispute 
April 18. 


Recently, riot police stormed four small plants in Pupy- 
ong near here, arresting scores of militant union leaders. 
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Students Join ‘Sympathetic Class Boycott’ 
SK2104233089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] The decision by Seoul National University [SNU] 
students to boycott classes in alliance with a dissident 
protest against the government’s “suppression of demo- 
cratic forces” and labor movement has spread to other 
universities. 


Student activists at 12 universities in Seoul Thursday 
decided to follow suit, declaring a “sympathetic class- 
boycott” to build up forces to counter the alleged sup- 
pression. 


About 1,000 SNU students decided Wednesday to boy- 
cott classes on April 27-May | ina rally to mark the 29th 
anniversary of the April 19 Student Revolution. 


The class-boycott is expected to sweep other universities 
in Seoul and provincial cities as students prepare a 
common front with labor unionists for a possible May 
Day general strike. 


Student representatives from Korea, Yonsei and Song- 
gyungwan universities rallied together Thursday at 
Korea University to launch the inter-university class- 
boycott drive. 


They also decided to take part in the scheduled Yoido 
rally by radical union activists on April 30 on the eve of 
May Day. 


The students demanded the dissolution of the Joint 
Public Security Investigation Headquarters and release 
of dissident figures arrested on charges of violating the 
National Security Law. 


A group of dissident leaders was arrested in the wake of 
the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s controversial visit to North 
Korea. 


Students at Tanguk and Kungmin universities as well as 
the Hanguk University of Foreign Studies also expressed 
their willingness to take part in a class-boycott in soli- 
darity with other university students, dissidents and 
labor unionists. 


‘Disease’ of Subversive Teaching Examined 
SK2304001489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 89 p 3 


{Article by staff reporter Chon Si-yong: “Warning 
Sounded Against Teachers Imbuing Young Students 
With Leftism”} 


[Text] Korean education is now suffering a relatively 
new but serious illness—the spread of leftism in school 
classrooms. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The once-tabooed teaching of leftist ideas, reported at 
some high schools since last fall, is now infecting primary 
and middle school students, education officials say. 


The officials say the disease is growing at such an 
alarming rate that it is time for the government to come 
up with “strong medical treatment.” 


On Friday, the heads of the country’s 15 boards of 
education called on the Ministry of Education to cope 
with the spreading leftist ideas resolutely. 


The board superintendents called for the government to 
bring even legal actions against teachers who engage in 
indoctrination of young students. 


According to the superintendents, the reality of 
“abnormal” education at primary and secondary schools 
is more serious than what the public knows and is 
spiralling out of the control of the principal of each 
school, thus requiring a central government’s firm pol- 
icy. 


They said some teachers instigate students to take up 
extreme steps such as class boycott, hair-cropping, sit-in 
protest and occupation of school principal’s office. 


Students are also encouraged to use students’ associa- 
tions as labor unions and to try to acquire the same basic 
union rights as unioned laborers, they said. 


Classrooms sometimes are turned into a sing-a-song 
place as teachers coach songs promoting antagonism and 
dissident sentiments among pupils. 


Many of those songs consist of words disgracing princi- 
pals and teachers. 


A board official also said he received a report that a high 
school teacher asked the students if they think “Korea is 
a democratic state” and told them to think it over again 
when students replied yes. 


A primary school teacher in Panpo south of the Han 
River asked her students who triggered the Korean War. 
When the students shouted “north Korea,” the teacher 
said, “Is that so?” 


Radical teachers try to implant the impression among 
young children that U.S. forces is here primarily for its 
Own interest. 


Board officials said they were concerned some hardcore 
teachers bring “subversive” publications into classrooms 
to cultivate hostility against the current political system 
and high-ranking education officials. 


To cope with the spread of leftist ideas at classrooms in 
a long-term perspective, the superintendents asserted, 
the government should try to help produce educators 
“with sound views of education.” 
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Chon Tu-huwan May Testify After 16 May 
SK2404 123989 Seoul YONHAP in English 1221 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)—The ruling camp is 
trying to get former President Chon Tu-hwan to testify 
before the National Assembly in May on alleged corrup- 
tion and abuse of power under his seven-year rule, an 
informed political source said Monday. 


The ruling camp source, who wished not to be named, 
said that if the former president testifies, he would focus 
on a 1986 civil uprising in the southwestern city of 
Kwanju that resulted in 196 deaths by official account. 


“According to his aides, Chon himself decided to take 
the stand before lawmakers to conclude liquidation of 
Fifth Republic corruption,” he said. 


Chon is likely to show up at the hearings after he finishes 
his 100-day prayer on May 16, the source said. 


Chon, who took power after the assassination of Presi- 
dent Pak Chong-hui in late 1979 with military backing, 
stepped down in February last year at the end of his 
single term. In November, he apologized for misrule 
before going into rural exile. 


Chon’s preconditions are that he will testify only once, 
that there will be a total ban on cross examination and 
that he can live in Seoul in safety after testimony, the 
source said. 


The ruling camp is considering returning his house, 
which he surrendered to the nation along with 24 million 
U.S. dollars in personal and political funds, the source 
said. 


He went on to say that the matter is also being discussed 
with opposition parties, which have been pressing for 
Chon to testify before the national assembly, expected to 
open a special session in mid may. 


However, Chon’s aides flatly denied the report. Chon is 
now living at a remote Buddhist monastery on Mt. Sorak 
near the east coast. One close associate said, ““There have 
been no discussions with the ruling camp on the matter. 
So far, former President Chon has never considered 
moving into Seoul, either.” 


The aide, also speaking on condition of anonymity, 
insisted that Chon’s testimony at the parliment is one 
thing, and his moving to Seoul for dwelling is another. 
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Prosecutor Seeks 7-Year Term for Elder Chon 
SK2104234589 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Prosecutor Kwon Tae-ho demanded a seven-year 
jail term for Chon Ki-hwan, 60, who was indicted late 
last year for bribery and misappropriation of funds at the 
final court hearing held at the Nambu branch of Seoul 
Criminal Court yesterday. 


Chon, elder brother of ex-president Chon Tu-hwan, is 
suspected of having misappropriated 2.7 billion won as 
the owner of the Noryangjin Fish Market which he took 
over with the help of his brother. 


Opposition To Attack Prime Minister’s Portfolios 
SK2104235089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] A no-confidence motion against Prime Minister 
Kang Yong-hun and his two portfolios associated with 
labor and health affairs will likely be submitted by the 
opposition during the extra National Assembly sitting to 
open mid-May. 


Floor leaders of the three opposition parties yesterday 
agreed to push for the no-confidence motion in retalia- 
tion for the presidential veto of three bills concerning the 
arbitration of labor disputes and medical insurance 
system which were unanimously passed at the previous 
extra Assembly session. 


“It doesn’t make sense for the government to kill the 
crucial bills in the form of a presidential veto despite the 
fact that the bills were upheld by the ruling camp itself,” 
said an opposition spokesman. 


The three opposition party floor leaders also agreed to 
convene the extra Assembly sitting May 8 for a three- 
week run. 


The opposition’s move to discredit Prime Minister Kang 
is feared to bring about another series of political show- 
downs between the ruling and opposition camps, politi- 
cal critics said. 


As to the interpellation session of the forthcoming extra 
sitting, the three parties agreed to allow only one law- 
maker from each party to speak. 


Four areas—politics, diplomacy and national defense, 
economy and social sectors—will be covered by the 
parliamentary interpellation. 
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To protect their “coalition,” the three opposition parties 
also pledged to refrain from making any slanderous 
remarks against each other. 


Ministry Reports on Pay Raise Negotiations 
SK2404022489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0145 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 24 (YONHAP)}—Pay raises have been 
negotiated at 818 firms, 11.9 percent of the 6,801 South 
Korean companies that employ 100 or more workers, so 
far this year, up 0.34 percent from the same period last 
year, according to the Labor Ministry Monday. 


The 818 firms have agreed to wage hikes averaging 16.18 
percent, four percentage points higher than last year, and 
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the level of pay increases is expected to rise as major 
conglomerates rush to complete negotiations. 


The country’s 30 largest firms are making poor progress, 
with only 2.2 percent of them reaching agreements, but 
the average increase of 11.93 percent is below that of 
small and medium industries. 


Increases for blue collar workers averaged | 7.82 percent, 
surpassing white collar workers’ 13.95 percent. 


Labor disputes have occurred at 498 work places, a 24.2 
percent increase over last year, and 166 were reported to 
be still engaged in conflicts as of last week. 
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Trade Minister Returns From PRC Trade Fair 
BK2204 142289 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] Colonel Abel, minister of trade and planning and 
finance, returned to Rangoon by air at 1530 today after 
attending the 65th Spring Export Trade Fair in Guang- 
zhou in the PRC. 


Col Abel, minister of trade and planning and finance, 
was welcomed at the airport by Rear Admiral Maung 
Maung Khin, minister of energy and mines; Brigadier 
General Aung Ye Kyaw, minister of construction and 
cooperatives; Brig Gen Tin U, secretary-2 of the State 
Law and Order Restoration Council; Mr Cheng Ruish- 
eng, PRC ambassador to Burma; and responsible offi- 
cials from the Ministry of Planning and Finance and the 
Ministry of Trade. 


Confirms Takeover of BCP Headquarters 
BK2204 140389 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] It has been learned that indigenous ethnic groups, 
no longer able to tolerate the monopoly of BCP [Burma 
Communist Party] in political, military, and economic 
matters and in view of the intensified antagonism 
between the two sides, have taken over the BCP central 
headquarters at Panghsang and its northern bureau in 
Mong Ko in recent days. 


Members of Main Opposition Party Said Arrested 
BK2304 141489 London BBC in Burmese to Burma 
1345 GMT 23 Apr 89 


[Text] Daw Aung Sia Suu Kyi, the leader of the main 
opposition party in Burma, has said that 30 members of 
her party—the National League for Democracy—have 
been detained by the authorities in the past 2 days. 


She told BBC that those detained had taken part in the 
traditional chorus chanting of political slogans during 
last week’s Thingyan water festival. 


She said arrests of political activists are taking place 
every day. 


Leading Antigovernment Critic Released 
BK2204 114989 Hong Kong AFP in English GMT 
1142 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] Rangoon, April 22 (AFP)}—Burma’s leading 
comedian, Zargana, arrested for anti-government 
speeches during pro-democracy demonstrations here last 
year, was released Friday, he said Saturday. 
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The 29-year-old dental school graduate turned television 
and movie star was arrested October 2 with five other 
persons from the entertainment field for their active role in 
the demonstrations which grew into a nation-wide uprising. 


While most of his fellow-detainees were released soon 
after their arrest, Zargana and Zin Waing, another TV 
actor, remained in jail without being legally charged for 
more than six months. 


In a telephone conversation Saturday with journalists, 
Zargana said he had been interned in Insein jail 12 miles 
north of Rangoon. He was kept alone in a cell measuring 
15 feet by 12 feet (five metres by four) but was not 
ill-treated, he said. 


Rumours were rife that he had been ruthlessly beaten up 
and his teeth removed. 


“The rumour started probably from the fact that I had to 
extract a painful molar while in jail,” he said. 


Family sources also said he was in good health and had 
even gained weight. 


“My jailers were anxious to keep me unhurt so much that 
they wouldn’t even let me stumble when I was taken out 
for exercise,” he wisecracked. 


Political Parties Form Antigovernment Front 
BK2404090489 Hong Kong AFP in English 0851 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[By Michael Adler] 


[Text] Rangoon, April 24 (AFP)}—Forty-one political 
parties planning to contest elections in Burma have 
joined forces seeking direct talks with the military junta 
on arrests and harassment of campaigners, a key oppo- 
sition leader said. 


“We want to speak to (junta leader) Saw Maung about 
fair and free elections,” retired General Tin U, chairman 
of the National League for Democracy (NLD), said in an 
interview here last week. 


He said the alliance also wanted to speak with Mr. Saw 
Maung about “orders detrimental to government princi- 
ples,” referring to complaints of harassment of campaigners. 


Mr. Tin U, a former defense minister who was jailed for 
four years in the 1970's for allegedly plotting against the 
military-backed government, said the NLD met April 18 
with 40 other parties to form an alliance. 


He said the alliance would demand campaigning in which 
public assembly is allowed, with open media coverage. 
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After coming to power in a September 18 coup, the 
military junta imposed a ban on public gatherings and 
resumed control of a press which had become critical of 
the previous military-backed government in three 
months of nationwide protests for democracy that pre- 
ceded the takeover. 


NLD General Secretary Aung San Suu Kyi said in a 
separate interview that she had suffered harassment 
from soldiers while campaigning and added that the 
military government had arrested at least 100 party 
organizers since she began campaigning late last year. 


“The worst thing is the arrests. People expect the arrests 
to go on all the time,” Aung San Suu Kyi said, adding 
that neither relatives nor NLD officials were allowed 
access to those in official custody. 


The government has said only that there were 27 arrests 
in the week starting March 13, which marked the anni- 
versary of the first death of a student in the pro- 
democracy demonstrations in Rangoon which grew into 
a nationwide uprising last year against 26 years of 
authoritarian single party rule. 


Aung San Suu Kyi also said that junta officials had 
refused to talk to any political parties, on the grounds 
that there were too many and it would be unfair to speak 
to just one political grouping. 


The daughter of Burmese founding father Aung San said 
there were so many parties because democratic processes 
were new in Burma. 


There are 230 parties registered with the Election Com- 
mittee for polis promised for May 1990. Election official 
Kyaw Nyunt said he expected alliances. to reduce the 
parties actually running to only 10 or 12 groupings. 


The government’s Election Committee is a hold-over 
from the regime ousted by the military and has no 
jurisdiction over arrests connected to the elections or 
incidents involving security forces. 


Ohn Gyaw, head of the Political Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said there was no guarantee 
the ban on public assembly would be lifted since the 
government was ready for “drastic measures” to ensure 
law and order. 


But he added, “if campaigning is allowed in the street 
there must be no restrictions.” 


He said the elections were scheduled for May 1990 but 
could be held one or two months earlier if preparations 
for the ballot continued to go well. 


Mr. Tin U said the alliance of 41 parties was just a 
beginning in trying to unite the opposition into a 
national front. 
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He said meetings were under way to expand the alliance 
to 110 parties, or almost half the number of political 
groupings formed since the military coup. 


An NLD official said the current alliance included 18 
parties representing some of Burma’s many ethnic 
minorities. 


A nine-member executive committee had been formed 
to meet weekly to decide on joint action and to choose a 
representative to seek direct talks with Burmese leader 
General Saw Maung, Mr. Tin U said. 


The NLD, the rallying point for students who led the 
pre-coup demonstrations and are now trying to function 
within the government framework, has two representatives 
on the committee—Mr. Tin U and Aung San Suu Kyi. 


Further Reportage on Fall of Karen Base 
BK 1904015389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
19 Apr 89 p 3 


[Text] Tha Song Yang, Tak—Burmese troops yesterday 
shelled and seized an important Karen base opposite this 
northwestern province, the third major rebel base to fall 
in the past five months. 


Rangoon troops seized likerney base opposite Ban Mae 
O Phalu after heavy fighting which started on Monday 
and continued through the night. 


Fighting stopped about 5 a.m. yesterday. 


Border Patrol Police [BPP] sources said the Burmese 
offensive against Tikerney started about a month ago but 
intensified during the past two days. 


About 800 to 900 Burmese troops were pitched against 
some 400 camp defenders comprising Karen insurgents, 
students and Burmese Muslim rebels. 


The ASSOCIATED PRESS reported that 10 camp defend- 
ers were killed and 12 wounded in yesterday's attack. 


Border Patrol Police sources said however that since the 
start of the Tikerney offensive 160 Burmese troops had 
been killed and wounded while the Karens lost 40 men 
with 33 wounded. 


The sources said the Karen defenders retreated about 3 
p.m. towards Mae Salit further south. 


The BPP sources said Burmese troops shelled the Karen 
base with 120mm, 81mm and 60mm mortars, adding 
that many of the shells landed in Thai territory. 


About nine homes and a school in Ban Mae O Phalu 
were damaged during the attack. 
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Border Patrol Police and Rangers searched the area 
yesterday for many mortar shells which failed to explode 
after landing on the Thai side. 


Thai forces were also ordered to check on whether 
Burmese troops had crossed the border into Thailand 
following an intrusion of about 250 Burmese troops into 
Thai territory on Friday. 


Last month, Burmese troops seized the longtime Karen 
stronghold of Mawpokay. They had seized two other 
bases near the Thai border in January and December. 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


UK Air Force Chief Arrives for 4-Day Visit 
BK2204064689 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] Chief of staff of the British Royal Air Force Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Peter Harding has arrived in Kuala 
Lumpur for a 4-day visit. Sir Peter was met on arrival 
today by the chief of Air Force, Lieutenant General Tan 
Sri Mohamed Ngah Said. 


The senior British officer is scheduled to call on Defense 
Minister Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen and chief of 
defense forces General Tan Sri Hashim Mohamed Ali on 
Monday [24 April] before visiting the Butterworth Air 
Base. 


44 Vietnamese Refugees J and in Terengganu 
BK 2404063989 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 24 Apr 89 


[Text] Forty-‘our Vietnz mese illegal immigrants, six of 
them children, landed near Kuantan on the east coast of 
peninsular Malaysia today. Police confirmed the landing 
at the Padang Lalang jetty but declined to give further 
details. A trawler towed the small boat carrying the 
Vietnamese to the jetty. The illegal immigrants are to be 
sent to the transit camp at Marang, Terengganu. 


Restrictions on Freed Opposition MP’s Revoked 
BK2004082789 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] Restriction orders and conditions imposed on five 
opposition DAP [Democratic Action Party] members of 
Parliament, who have been released from detention 
under the Internal Security Act, have been revoked. 


The five are MP for Jeletung Karpal Singh, MP for 
Kepong Dr Tan Seng Giaw, MP for Puchong Dr V. 
David, MP for Ipoh V. Pattoo, and MP for Pasir Tinggi 
Lau Dak Khee. Their release papers were signed by 
Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir in his capacity as 
home minister. 
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Foreign Minister, Egyptian Envoy Discuss Trade 
BK2404071989 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0609 GMT 24 Apr 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 24 (OANA-BERNAMA)}— 
Malaysia and Egypt are looking into setting up a joint 
commission to strengthen trade, cultural, and educa- 
tional ties, Malaysian Foreign Minister Abu Hassan 
Omar said Monday. 


The proposal to establish the joint commission was 
made by visiting Assistant Minister in the Egyptian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, Muhammad Wafa’ Hyyazi, 
when he met Abu Hassan at his office here. 


Abu Hassan told reporters later that Egypt wanted to 
have formal annual consultations particularly on trade 
aspects with Malaysia. 


Hijazi is on a five-day visit to Malaysia, beginning 
Thursday. He is visiting several Asian countries as 
special envoy of the Egyptian foreign minister, aimed at 
fostering closer trade ties with the region. 


Hijazi has so far visited Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and 
Japan and would also visit Thailand. 


The balance of bilateral trade has so far been in Malay- 
sia’s favour. Last year, Malaysia exported 162 million 
Malaysian ringgit (about 60 million U.S. dollars) worth 
of goods, mainly natural rubber, latex, and palm oil, to 


Egypt. 


Imports from Egypt last year, however, amounted to 
only 3 million ringgit (about |.1 million U.S. dollars), 
mostly fruits, nuts, and fertilizers. Most of the trade was 
also conducted through third countries. 


Abu Hassan said Hijazi also briefed him on the situation 
in West Asia and on the outcome of President Husni 
Mubarak’s recent visit to the United States. 


Hijazi had said Egypt felt that the positive signs for 
achieving a settlement of the Palestinian problem as well 
as lessening tensions between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) were “in sight.” 


Based on this, Egypt was positive that an international 
conference on West Asia would be held this year, Abu 
Hasaan added. 


He said that he also told Hijazi of Malaysia’s invitation 
to PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat to visit Malaysia in June. 


Abu Hassan said “indications” were that ‘Arafat, and 
PLO Foreign Minister Farug Qaddumi, would be mak- 
ing the trip here. 
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Singapore 


Vice President Quayle To Visit 2-3 May 
BK2104113489 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] The U.S. Vice President Mr Dan Quayle will be in 
Singapore on the 2d and 3d of next month. The visit is 
part of a regional trip which will also take him to 
Australia, Indonesia, and Thailand. 


A news release from the American Embassy in Singapore 
said Mr Quayle’s visit to Indonesia, Singapore, and 
Thailand symbolizes the importance the U.S. attaches to 
ASEAN. It adds that ASEAN is among the most dynamic 
(?parliaments) in the world and important U.S. trading 
partners. 


While in Singapore, Mr Quayle, will meet government 
leaders to discuss trade and security issues as well as 
prospects of U.S.-ASEAN cooperation in broad range of 
fields. 


Cambodia 


Party, State Policies Toward Peasants 
BK2304091789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Decision on Policy Toward Peasants”’} 
[Text] I. General Situation of Cambodian Peasants. 


History clearly shows us that the Cambodian peasant 
class has a great role in the cause of building and 
defending the motherland. Our peasants—who make up 
more than 80 percent of the entire population in Cam- 
bodian society—are patient, diligent, and hardworking. 
They love labor and are enterprising in labor and pro- 
duction and adapt themselves and their small-scale pro- 
duction to our country’s agriculture. Under the oppres- 
sive regime of feudalists, colonialists, and imperialists 
and their lackeys, our peasants cooperated and struggled 
against domination, oppression, and repression, which 
forced them to live in poverty and without freedom. 
Furthermore, under the leadership of the Kampuchean 
People’s Revolutionary Party [KPRP], our peasants rose 
up against the genocidal Pol Pot-leng Sary-Khieu Sam- 
phan regime, which turned the entire Cambodian society 
upside down and ruined the socioeconomic bases. 


Following the 7 January 1979 liberation day, under the 
KPRP leadership, our peasants, like our people through- 
out the country, were immensely happy because the 
nation received genuine independence and freedom. 
They have made efforts to overcome all kinds of obsta- 
cles to restore and build the country and save it from 
famine, and gradually stabilize their lives. However, due 
to our limited technical base and small scale production, 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


simple management, and the low level of our peasants’ 
technical knowledge, and so on, our peasants still face 
many problems in their lives as well as in production. 


To respond to peasants’ aspiration and to quickly 
develop the basis of the nation’s economy, the KPRP has 
considered agriculture as a strong force of the national 
economy and has set out major policies for peasants. The 
following goals and requirements are aimed at: 


1. Protecting the rights and interests of peasants to 
strengthen the strategic peasant-worker-intellectual alli- 
ance. 

2. Using to the maximum the labor force, capital, 
resources, and ingenuity of peasants to raise the standard 
of living and contribute to the gradual development of 
rural areas appropriate to the progress of the Cambodian 
revolution. 

3. Using to the maximum land and production means 
and tools at the disposal of the peasants now and in the 
future. Creating conditions for peasants to become real 
masters of production means, instruments, and yield. 


4. Creating conditions for a number of laborers who do 
not have a clearly defined job to volunteer to take up 
agricultural production. 


II. Policy of the Party and State for Peasants and 
Peasants’ Duties Toward the Party and State. 


A. Policy of the Party and State Toward Peasants. 


To encourage peasants to develop agricultural produc- 
tion and to contribute to the cause of building and 
defending the motherland, the party and state should pay 
attention to peasants. 


1. Organization. 


Peasants should have their organizational structure, 
namely the Association of Peasants, which is a legitimate 
Organization, to take part in discussion to defend the 
peasants’ rights and interests in every social activity. 


2. Production Means and Tools. 


The state should allow peasants to own land as stipulated 
by state laws; encourage peasants to use local resources 
and material; encourage state or private trade companies 
to import additional agricultural means and tools which 
cannot be produced locally by reducing taxes so that this 
equipment can be rented to peasants; invest capital for 
large and medium waterworks and widely expand com- 
munication and transport lines; strive to expand the 
material, technical, and scientific base; study and delin- 
eate agricultural production zones and provide guidance 
to peasants to use modern scientific and technical knowl- 
edge in production aimed at bringing high efficiency; 
encourage research in new techniques which serve the 
agricultural sector; allow and make it easy for peasants to 
borrow capital from banks for agricultural production. 


3. Price and Circulation of Agricultural Products. 
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The state should adopt a price policy appropriate to each 
region by considering this as a major economic incentive 
to encourage peasants in production. Peasants have the 
right to circulate and sell their products in markets. 


4. Living conditions. 


The state should pay attention to gradually improving 
the peasants’ living conditions both morally and materi- 
ally on the basis of promoting production. Attention 
should be paid to providing guidance and creating favor- 
able conditions for peasants to carry on the tradition of 
mutual assistance through the people’s practice of lend- 
ing hands, and others. Political courses should be set up 
to provide ideological education, and disseminate the 
new situation and modern scientific and technical 
knowledge among peasants. Peasants should be widely 
allowed to take part in debate to build real revolutionary 
forces and express opinions in discussions relating to 
production and social activities through their represen- 
tative organization, namely the Association of Peasants. 
Mass art, culture and religious beliefs that possess a 
patriotic and progressive character should be widely 
expanded. Attention should be paid to teaching peasants 
sanitation and health care. In areas lacking water, it is 
necessary tO assist peasants to solve the problem by 
digging wells and reservoirs. Infirmaries should be orga- 
nized and hospitals built. Schools for general education 
and vocational schools should be increased in localities. 
This is to enable peasants and their children to receive 
health care and knowledge. 


In building these structures, peasants should be urged to 
contribute to the task. The state should strive to provide 
health, educational, and technical cadres; appropriately 
solve the issue of setting up infrastructure to serve 
production and to improve and share agricultural prod- 
ucts. Attention should be paid to making it easy for 
peasants to organize their villages, communes, and 
houses appropriate to the conditions and possibility of 
each area. Plans should be widely set up to restore and 
expand communication and transport lines. Local hand- 
icraft, jobs for refining agricultural products, and others, 
should be widely expanded in accordance with the 
possibility of each region aimed at providing permanent 
jobs for peasants. 


In sum, the state should ensure the peasants’ right to live 
and earn a living in accordance with state laws. 


B. Peasants’ Duties Toward the Party and State. 


Peasants have the duty to take part in every revolution- 
ary activity and production work, to pay taxes in accor- 
dance with state laws, to strive to find ways to maintain 
and look after ‘= land to get high yields and to use all the 
land allocate’! _ the state. They should have the spirit of 
preserving his: orical heritage in their localities. 


III. Organization and Implementation. 
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This decision should be widely disseminated among the 
party, state, and people so that cadres, party members, 
and people clearly understand and correctly implement 
it. The Council of Ministers should issue concrete prin- 
ciples for good implementation by all levels, services, 
and people. This decision replaces the one taken at the 
first national conference of cadres on policy toward 
peasants. 


Commander in Chief of NADK Interviewed 
OW2304 162889 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1514 GMT 23 Apr 89 


{Text} Western Kampuchea, April 23 (XINHUA)}—A 
«igh-ranking military leader of Democratic Kampuchea 
(DK) said here Saturday that three prerequisite condi- 
tions must be met for Kampuchea’s independence, peace 
and non-aligned status. 


During an interview with XINHUA at a base of the 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea (NADK) in 
western Kampuchea, Son Sen, commander-in-chief of 
the NADK, put the three prerequisites as a true and 
complete withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, formation of 
a quadripartite provisional government and acceptance 
of supervision by an international peacekeeping force. 


The NADK commander-in-chief said he does not believe 
Vietnam will keep its word to withdraw its troops from 
Kampuchea by September. However, he said the light of 
peace in the country is emerging with the changing 
international situation. 


He said that if Vietnam truly pulls out its troops a 
general election must be organized and led by the quad- 
ripartite provisional government headed by Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk. The elections will be crucial 
because the elected parliament will shoulder the respon- 
sibility of drafting a constitution that will decide Kam- 
puchea’s future system. 


Therefore, Son Sen said, the general elections should not 
be manipulated by Vietnam through the Phnom Penh 
regime and the Phnom Penh regime must be dismantled 
before the elections. 


He said that the DK side will form a nationalist party 
and actively take part in general elections. He predicted 
that the DK side will win seats in the parliament if the 
elections are free and just. 


“We will respect the result of the general elections and 
the choice by the people whether we will win some seats 
or not,” Son Sen said. 


If the DK. side cannot take part in the future coalition 
government, Son Sen said, “we will play our role in the 
parliament as an Opposition party” by supervising the 
work of the government through media and other legal 
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means in the struggle for national independence and 
prosperity. ‘““We will never resort to military means for a 
settlement of the possible disputes among the parties,” 
he said. 


He agreed with Sihanouk’s opinion that Kampuchea 
should become a country with a multi-party parliamen- 
tary system and free capitalism. Under such a system, 
private business should be allowed, and respect should 
be guaranteed for the people’s rights to freedom of 
speech, publication, formation of organizations, religion 
and to strike. The system would also involve an open 
diplomatic policy to make more friends and win exten- 
sive international assistance, he added. 


Indonesia 


Minister on Hawke’s Regional Forum Proposal 
BK2204123189 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0738 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Jakarta, April 22 (QANA-ANTARA)—Indonesia 
is of the view that the idea to form a regional economic 
cooperation forum for Asia and the Pacific should be 
aimed at overcoming protection, rather than the estab- 
lishment of a new common market. 


The Indonesian view referred to by Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke was explained to the press by Trade 
Minister Arifin Siregar here Saturday. 


Bob Hawke recently sent a special envoy to Indonesia 
and to several other countries in Asia and the Pacific, 
Richard Woolcott, to explain about his idea on the 
Asia-Pacific Cooperation Forum. 


Arifin said although Indonesia’s industries have 
achieved some progress, they were still behind those of 
other Asian countries, such as Japan and South Korea. 


He affirmed that if the common market has been estab- 
lished, Indonesia would be flooded with the products of 
other countries. 


Referring to the Australian idea, he admitted that it was 
not aimed at forming a trading block such as the EEC, or 
the U.S-Canada bloc. 


Police Seize Four Chinese Fishing Boats 
OW 2204083489 Tokyo KYODO in English 0658 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Jakarta, April 22 KYODO—Police in Banda 
Aceh, north Sumatra, have seized four Chinese fishing 
boats for allegedly entering Indonesian waters illegally, a 
police spokesman said Saturday. 


The ships, including the Hu Yu with 108 crew members, 
were seized about |! kilometers of Malahayati Port in 
Banda Aceh on Thursday [20 April], the spokesman told 
KYODO NEWS SERVICE in a telephone interview. 
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He said the four ships were on their way back from Iran. 


A crewman was quoted as saying the ships belong to 
Shanghai Deep Sea Fishery Co. and sailed into Indone- 
sian waters by mistake. 


Students Gather, Read ‘Antigovernment Poems’ 
BK2004 150489 Hong Kong AFP in English 1456 GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Jakarta, April 20 (AFP)}—Some 400 students from 
across Indonesia met Thursday at a state university here 
to read anti-government poems despite a school ban on 
the gathering, witnesses said. 


Coming from public and private universities, the stu- 
dents met at the University of Indonesia in the Jakarta 
suburb of Depok. 


The students came from four Jakarta institutions and 
from the Institute of Technology in Bandung, 150 kilo- 
metres (90 miles) south of the capital, the University of 
Bogor, 60 kilometres (37 miles) from here and from 
Gadjah Mada University in Yogyakarta, some 450 kilo- 
metres (280 miles) from here. 


There were no incidents of violence during the gathering 
with only plain-clothes policemen watching the protest. 


University of Indonesia Rector Sujudi had refused a 
request by the students for permission to hold the 
inter-university meeting on the campus. 


The meeting came two days after a demonstration at 
Jakarta’s Ikip Teacher’s Training Institute where stu- 
dents burned a huge paper-mache military boot protest- 
ing the alleged use of violence by Indonesian authorities 
to break up a demonstration in Bandung last week. 


“We have decided to go on with it considering that we 
can manage it and be responsible for it,” said a leader of 
the student movement at the University of Indonesia. 


But this time, the students limited their demonstration 
to reading poetry calling on students to “fight for our 
freedom” and urging “we must not be afraid to defend 
what needs to be defended.” 


“We were not free to choose...you have the right to make 
your plans...we have the right not to agree with you,” a 
student read over the microphone, in a statement appar- 
ently intended for Indonesian leaders. 


Another speaker told fellow students: “Do not accept 
Western culture because its people become mere tools of 
the industry...here we are the tools of the bureaucracy- 
..don’t let yourself be abused by the laws.” 
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The last two months has seen an unusual spate of student 
protests in many cities targetting several major develop- 
ment projects, a government decision to raise electricity 
rates by 25 percent and a 1978 ban on political activity 
on campus. 


Functional Group Leader Views Student Protests 
BK1904091589 Jakarta THE JAKARTA POST 
in English 12 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta (JP)}—Golkar [Functional Group] Secre- 
tary General Rakhmat Witular said here yesterday that 
student protest rallies which had taken place in several 
universities here in the past few months were caused by, 
among other things, lack of confidence in the country’s 
main legislative institution. 


Rakhmat, who is also secretary of the ruling faction in 
the House of Representatives (DPR), added that stu- 
dents now are at a loss as to where to channel their 
aspirations. “They have a lot of unanswered questions,” 
he said. 


As a House member, Rakhmat said, he feels guilty to see 
the DPR has not carried out its legislative duties prop- 
erly. Rakhmat, who was speaking to reporters at the 
DPR building, added that so far the student protests had 
been carried out properly and there is no need to suspect 
the students of having bad intentions. 


“The most important thing for us to do is to improve the 
image of the DPR,” he said. ““We should improve its role 
in channeling the people’s aspirations,” Rakhmat added. 


According to Rakhmat it is the responsibility of all DPR 
members to improve the image of the legislative body. He 
appealed to all members of the Golkar faction to ask 
themselves whether they have carried out their tasks 
correctly. 


Rakhmat said that the environmental conditions around 
the DPR give him the feeling that the House members 
are “driving with the hard brake on.” They are also in 
constant fear of being recalled, he said. 


Rakhmat said a DPR member from his faction can only 
be recalled if he or she violates the national constitution 
or the party’s rules. “As long as the member supports the 
Organization’s policy he or she is free to speak about 
what he or she believes 1s right or wrong,” he added. 


According to Rakhmat, within the ruling party, training 
of officials to improve their abilities has been going on. 
The trainees have included DPR members, he said. 


He said DPR members in Golkar are expected to chan- 
nel the people’s aspirations objectively, and have noth- 
ing to hide. 
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Rakhmat said that the need to have a strong legislative 
body is very urgent now while the nation is approaching 
an economic surge. ““We do not want to see an important 
institution like the House of Representatives lag 
behind,” he said. 


To create a strong legislative body as stipulated by the 
constitution, Rakhmat said, “we need to free its mem- 
bers from the feeling of fear and convince the executive 
branch of the importance of the DPR’s presence within 
our system.” 


Rakhmat said that his faction has 299 members in the 
House but it sometimes seems as if there were only 20 
because only a few people dare express their opinions. 
“Someone might have slammed on the breaks but we 
have to push them to speak,” he said. 


“Anyway,” according to the Golkar secretary general, “*it is 
a moral question. If the House members refuse to voice the 
people’s aspirations they just come here to collect monthly 
salaries without doing anything,” he added. 


Voicing a personal opinion, Rakhmat said that the 
authorities could help improve the situation by showing 
their openness towards criticism. “Some people here are 
too sensitive,” Rakhmat said. 


Presidential Team for Irian Jaya Launched 
BK2304124589 Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN 
in Indonesian 17 Apr 89 p 16 


[Text] Jayapura, 17 Apr—President Suharto has recently 
established a special operation team in charge of oversee- 
ing development programs along the Irian Jaya-Papua 
New Guinea border. The team is under direct supervision 
from the Bina Graha presidential office in Jakarta. This 
was disclosed to newsmen by Irian Jaya Governor Bas 
Suebu in Jayapura Saturday [15 April] afternoon. 


Speaking in the presence of Deputy Governor Sudarjat 
Nataatmaja, Governor Suebu said the direct presidential 
supervision of development programs along the Irian 
Jaya border reflects the head of state’s great attention to 
the development of the Irian Jaya Province in an effort 
to improve people’s standard of living. 


The new operation team is headed by Solichin G.P., 
secretary to the Development Operation and Supervi- 
sion Agency and is fully financed by the presidential 
assistance fund. In this connection, a working team from 
the Bina Graha presidential office is now in Jayapura 
gathering information and holding talks with related 
government agencies. The team also visited 12 subdis- 
tricts located along the border. 


Last week, Deputy Governor Sudarjat led a delegation to 
Jakarta to hold talks with the secretary of the Develop- 
ment Operation and Supervision Agency with a view of 
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formulating a concept for the development of the border 
area. “Details of such development program will be 
disclosed at the Bina Graha presidential office on 24 
April’, said the governor. 


Laos 


Recount of Downing U.S. Aircraft in Dakching 
BK240404 1589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 24 Apr 89 


[Feature: “Dakching District of Today’’} 


[Excerpts] Dakching, a district located in Sekong Province, 
southern Laos, covers some 5,000 square km of land with 
nearly 20,000 people living in 6 cantons and | 12 villages. 
Dakching District has a history of multiethnic people 
united in struggling against wars of aggression and oppres- 
sion and intimidation while persistently fighting to over- 
come poverty and backwardness. The people of the district 
performed reknowned heroic deeds on many occasions. 
During the resistance against the wars of aggression of the 
French and the U.S. imperialists, they heroically struggled 
in an undaunted spirit. [passage omitted] 


In 1959, our political struggle, along with armed struggle, 
took place on many occasions. Movements to achieve 
self-sufficiency in arms and means to wipe out enemy 
elements emerged and developed vigorously in the district 
under the leadership of the Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Party. When the war escalated following the U.S. imperi- 
alists’ dispatch of troops to southern Vietnam through the 
western part of Quang Nam-Da Nang Province, Dakching 
became a district among hundreds of forefront points in 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail, thus being a target of destructive 
strafing and bombing by the U.S. imperialists. In light of 
that situation, the people were forced to evacuate their 
homes on many occasions until, seeing that there was no 
longer another place to move to, they were determined to 
fight back to defeat the U.S. imperialists. 


On 15 August 1971, militia-guerrillas of Dakching Can- 
ton, under the command of Comrade Khoun, shot down 
three enemy helicopters. Between 1967 and 1971, they 
downed as many as 15 planes of various types. During 
that time, more than 3,000 people volunteered to serve 
in the armed forces. They contributed millions of work- 
days in repairing roads and bridges in addition to caring 
for wounded soldiers and carrying out transportation 
service. They served as combatants and cadres who 
greatly sacrificed their lives and property for the cause of 
national liberation. With these achievements and victo- 
ries, Dakching deserves the honor of a heroic district 
awarded by the party and state. [passage omitted] 


Army Paper, Radio Delegation Visits SRV 
BK2104130289 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] At the invitation of Comrade Major General Tran 
Cong Man, chief of the editorial staff of QUAN DOI 
NHAN DAN newspaper of the Vietnam People’s Army, 


57 
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on the morning 20 April, a delegation of the Lao People’s 
Army [LPA] newspaper and radio headed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Visai Bovaitham, chief of the editorial staff of 
the LPA newspaper and radio, left Vientiane for an 
official visit to the SRV. 


Nationwide Meeting of Regional Forces Ends 
BK2304 122489 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 23 Apr 89 


[Text] The first nationwide meeting of regional forces 
recently ended after nearly 20 days of sitting. The meeting 
was attended by militia-guerrilla training cadres and staff 
members of military schools from all provinces. The 
meeting studied documents relating to the lines and poli- 
cies of the party and state in improving regional military 
undertakings, expanding the national defense network, the 
maintenance of public security, and establishing field 
position of the people at the grass-roots level with the aim 
of mobilizing the masses to carry out the tasks. 


Provincial Trade Union Delegations Meet 
BK2404044589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 24 Apr 89 


{Text} Since 21 April, trade union delegations through- 
out the country have traveled to Vientiane capital to 
attend the Second National Trade Union Congress. As of 
now, |3 comrade representatives of the trade union from 
Oudomsai Province, 6 comrades from Luang Namtha 
Province, |2 comrades from Luang Prabang Province, 4 
comrades from Phong Saly, 9 comrades from Houa Phan 
Province, and 9 comrades from Xieng Khouang Prov- 
ince have arrived in Vientiane to attend the congress. 


Philippines 


Comments on Rowe Killing Continue 


Witness Said Found 
HK2204051989 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] Thorough investigations into the killing of Colo- 
nel James Rowe of the U.S. Army are continuing follow- 
ing an order from President Corazon Aquino to Capcom 
{Capital Regional Command] Chief Brigadier General 
Alexander Aguirre that no efforts be spared to identify 
and apprehend the killers. Rowe, a Vietnam war hero, 
was killed while on his way to work at the JUSMAG 
[Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group] headquarters. 


Capcom’s northern sector, headed by Col Victor 
Changco, is now conducting investigations with the 
assistance of the National Bureau of Investigation and 
the Northern Police District. 


Earlier, Col Manuel Oxales, deputy chief of the National 
Capital Region Defense Command, said that the killers 
are believed to be communists, judging from the guns 
and method used in the ambush. 
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Meanwhile, the military authorities have identified a 
witness who could describe the killers of U.S. Army Col 
James Rowe. A Camp Crame official has said that the 
witness will be put under tight security. The witness, 
whose name was not mentioned, was behind the victim’s 
car when the shooting started. 


Security Measures Viewed 
HK2204052589 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] NCRDC [National Capital Region Defense Com- 
mand] chief Brigadier General Rodolfo Biazon said the 
Armed Forces have not been lacking in providing secu- 
rity for U.S. facilities and U.S. officials. In fact, even 
before the National Democratic Front released its state- 
ment threatening to attack U.S. facilities, Biazon said 
they have already implemented security measures. 


[Begin Biazon recording] There are sufficient security 
measures provided to foreign targets. When I said for- 
eign targets: buildings, compounds, and facilities. But 
providing security when they are on the road is some- 
thing else. [end recording] 


As for the suspects, Brig Gen Rodolfo Biazon said they are 
not discounting any possible motives or angles to the killing. 
Biazon said the suspects’ use of a car for their get-away gave 
another angle to the case. The NPA [New People’s Army] 
hitmen are known to conduct ambushes on foot. 


NPA Claims Responsibility 
HK2204085989 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] In a letter that just arrived at our station, the NPA 
claims responsibility for the killing of JUSMAG Colonel 
James Rowe. The letter says that Rowe’s death signifies 
the firm determination of the revolutionary forces to 
continue their military actions against U.S. personnel 
and installations. At the same time, it serves as a 
concrete manifestation against the alleged arrogant tram- 
pling by U.S. imperialists of the independence and 
sovereignty of the Filipino people. 


That was an excerpt of a letter sent by Rolando Kintanar, 
NPA chief of staff, on behalf of the NPA General 
Command. 


NPA Vows More Attacks on Americans 
HK2204073789 Hong Kong AFP in English 0734 GMT 
22 Apr 89 


[Text] Manila, April 22 (AFP}—Communist guerillas 
Saturday claimed responsibility for the assassination of a 
U.S. Army colonel here and vowed to make more attacks 
against American military personnel. 


“The New People’s Army (NPA) takes responsibility for 
the ambush of Col. James Rowe,” the NPA said in a 
statement sent to news agencies here. 
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The statement, bearing the letterhead of the NPA, said 
“the death of Col. Rowe signifies the firm commitment 
of the revolutionary forces to continue military actions 
against U.S. personnel and installations.” 


Meanwhile Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos met with top 
military and police officials of this city Saturday to 
discuss ways of capturing the killers of Col. Rowe, 
military sources said here. 


The NPA statement charged Col. Rowe, who was shot 
dead by car-riding gunmen while being driven to his 
office at the headquarters of the Joint U.S. Military 
Assistance Group (JUSMAG), was a “direct participant” 
in the government’s counter-insurgency drive. 


“We send our sympathy to the family of Col. Rowe,” the 
NPA statement said, adding that the government of 
President Corazon Aquino as well as its supporters in 
Washington were to blame for the killing. 


Col. Rowe was the highest-ranking U.S. military man 
ever assassinated by local communist insurgents. The 
murder occurred 18 months after NPA guerrillas shot 
dead two U.S. servicemen outside Clark Air Base in the 
northern Philippines, one of two sprawling U.S. bases in 
this country. 


The communists, who have long demanded the removal of 
Clark and the nearby Subic Naval Base, had warned last 
Sunday that they would attack the bases unless Mrs. 
Aquino declared that their lease will not be renewed after 
1991. 


Two weeks ago they destroyed a U.S. Navy antenna in 
the Cordillera mountains north of here with explosives 
and said it was part of their campaign against what they 
alleged to be direct U.S. involvement in counter-insur- 
gency. 


The NPA statement also called on the “American 
people” to “pressure your government... to desist from 
further... interventions in the Philippines.” 


The statement bore the name but not the signature of 
“Rolly Kintanar, Chief of Staff,” of the NPA who was 
captured by the military in March 1988 but managed to 
escape from a military camp last November. 


Spokesmen for the U.S. Embassy in Manila and Clark 
Air Base said that American personnel had been advised 
of the incident “and cautioned to be extra-prudent,” 
adding that no new travel restrictions had been imposed. 


The spokesmen also said that “security measures” had 
been increased after the killing but would not say what 
those measures were. 
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The capital remained calm despite the incident and the 
USS Blue Ridge, the flagship of the U.S. Seventh Fleet 
which docked here on the day Col. Rowe was killed, even 
invited reporters to cover the ship’s port call Saturday. 


Aside from sailors carrying truncheons and holstered 
pistols, there were no tight security measures visible at 
the ship. Blue Ridge officials said they had been advised 
of the incident. 


Military camps did not call an alert and although all of 
the capital’s major dailies carried the story in front page 
headlines, only one newspaper commented on the killing 
of Col. Rowe. 


That newspaper, the DAILY GLOBE, published by 
Teodoro Locsin, speechwriter of President Corazon 
Aquino, said in its editorial that Mrs. Aquino was 
indirectly responsible for the incident. 


The editorial said “the uncertainty surrounding the 
future of the U.S. bases lies at the root of the violence,” 
adding that Mrs. Aquino had “helped to foster the 
climate of uncertainty,” by not saying whether she would 
retain or remove the bases after their lease expires in 
1991. 


The DAILY GLOBE said that the killing of Col. Rowe 
“will be studied as a stab against Mrs. Aquino’s open- 
options policy,” but made no recommendation on 
whether the bases should be removed or not. 


Mrs. Aquino has said that she will keep her “options 
open” on the bases’ fate after 1991. 


NPA ‘Hit Squad’ Suspected 
HK2404050589 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 24 Apr 89 pp 1, 6 


[By Nelson Flores] 


[Text] An elite hit squad directly under the New People’s 
Army General Command is believed to have been 
behind the assassination of U.S. Army Col. James 
“Nick” Rowe last Friday, the INQUIRER learned yes- 
terday. 


A member of Task force Rowe, which was crated after 
the ambush-slaying, said the murder of Rowe near the 
JUSMAG compound in Quezon City was a special 
operation of the NPA General Command. 


“This team is well trained. Its members are experts in 
urban terrorism as compared to the Sparrows,” said the 
investigator, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 


A day after Rowe was ambushed, the NPA General 
Command claimed responsibility for the killing in a 
Statement sent to newspapers offices. The statement, 
which carried the NPA logo, was signed by Romulo 
Kintanar, the rebel army’s chief of staff. 
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Rowe was declared dead on arrival at the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] Medical Center moments after 
at least two gunmen aboard a stolen car raked his vehicle 
with automatic gunfire. His Filipino driver, Joaquin 
Vinuya, was wounded but was pronounced out of dan- 
ger. 


Task Force Rowe is expected to release today sketches of 
two suspects based on the descriptions by two witnesses. 
The two are under the custody of the task force headed 
by Col. Victor Tiangco, chief of the Capital Regional 
Command’s north sector. 


A task force member will also interrogate Vinuya who is 
recuperating at the Clark Air Base hospital. 


Hours after the killing, a joint police-military team 
started scouring Wilson Street in San Francisco del 
Monte, Quezon City, where the gunmen abandoned 
their maroon Toyota Corona. 


According to intelligence reports, communist rebels used 
to maintain a safe-house in the area. In 1985, the 
military raided a three-door apartment believed to be a 
rebel hideout, resulting in a three-hour firefight. 


Most of the rebels, who were reportedly hit men under 
the NPA General Command, managed to escape through 
a creek behind their safe-house as scores of police and 
military operatives surrounded the area. 


“All we have is just a theory. We do not have anything 
solid yet, we are still probing,” Tiangco said. 


A task force report obtained by the INQUIRER said two 
of the suspects had Armalite rifles. They were described 
as in their early twenties and decent-looking. One wore a 
sleeveless polo shirt while the other was in a fatigue 
jacket. 


One of the witnesses, according to the report, saw one of 
the suspects removing the get-away vehicle’s registration 
plates, DBB 359, in front of a house along Wilson Street 
some three hours before the policeman found the vehi- 
cle. 


The place is just a few meters from the house of the 
parents of Gloria Jopson, Kintanar’s wife. Both escaped 
from Camp Crame stockade in November last year, six 
months after they were captured in San Juan. 


The plate number turned out to be owned by a certain 
Leodovico Antonio of Laguna while the car was owned 
by a Josephine Alindogan. 


Alindogan told police thieves took her car, with license 
plate DAU 156, in front of the Dominican College in San 
Juan on April 7. 
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Investigators have yet to interview Antonio but they said / 


the license plates might have also been stolen from his 
Car. 


Claim’s Authenticity Questioned 
HK2404033589 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 23 Apr 89 


[Text] The statement by the New People’s Army [NPA] 
claiming responsiblity for the ambush slaying of U.S. 
Army Colonel James Rowe, which was sent to the wire 
agencies and used by the newspapers on their front pages 
yesterday {22 April], was unsigned. The statement alleg- 
edly came from the NPA’s chief of staff, Romulo Kinta- 
nar. This prompted Malacanang to state that whatever 
group is behind Rowe’s killing will surely lose the public 
support it had gained the hard way. Brigadier General 
Renato de Villa, AFP chief of staff, said that in the light 
of the new discovery that the statement was unsigned, it 
is hard for him to make any statements on whether the 
statement really came from the NPA. 


PC Chief Discusses NPA Squad’s ‘Mission’ 
HK2404095989 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 24 Apr 89 


[Text] PC-INP [Philippine Constabulary—Integrated 
National Police] chief Major General Ramon Montano 
today announced that a NPA special unit was moving 
around the country with the mission of attacking U.S. 
authorities and facilities in the country. He added that 
the killing of U.S. Army Colonel James Rowe in Quezon 
City was the handiwork of this unit. 


Montano also said that the Rowe killing was the first 
operation undertaken by the rebels to express their 
disapproval of Americans stationed in the country. He 
claimed that this was gleaned from documents seized 
from rebels and rebel safehouses recently. At the same 
time, Montano asserted that the AFP has already imple- 
mented widespread measures to check these rebel oper- 
ations. 


Here is a statement by Gen Montano: 


Begin recording in English] [Montano] Because they 
ave a general order for everyone to, all the units, local, 
to concentrate or to hit U.S. Government installations. 
That is why a few weeks ago, we sent out a general alarm 
to enhance the security provisions of these government 
installations nationwide. [passage indistinct] 


[Reporter] Is this a newly-trained team, this special 
team? 


[Montano] Yes, because normally they don’t have this 
except when they go for a special target. [end recording] 
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More Attempts Said Expected 
HK2404052389 Hong Kong AFP in English 0519 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Manila, April 24 (AFP}—Communist rebels will 
try to kill more U.S. military personnel as “acts of 
desperation” following setbacks in the countryside, the 
Philippines’ police chief said here Monday. 


Major General Ramon Montano also told journalists 
that a special unit of the New People’s Army (NPA) 
directly under the guerrilla force’s top commander, 
Romulo Kintanar, was behind the murder of U.S. Army 
Colonel James Rowe. 


Col. Rowe was ambushed by car-riding assassins here 
Friday as he was being driven to the Joint U.S. Military 
Assistance Group (JUSMAG), which supervises arms 
and technical aid as well as training for Philippine 
troops. 


The Philippines hosts the largest U.S. military bases 
overseas. 


The NPA, armed wing of the banned Communist Party 
of the Philippines (CPP), said in a statement on Saturday 
that Col. Rowe was killed because of his alleged involve- 
ment in Manila’s counter-insurgency program. 


“We expect that there will be more of these attempts on 
U.S. personnel, so we just have to be more vigilant,” 
Maj. Gen. Montano said. 


He said the killing indicated that Mr. Kintanar, the NPA 
chief commander who escaped from prison here last 
November, had resumed control of the rebel army, 
which claims 30,000 regulars and militia nationwide but 
is estimated by the military to have 24,000 men, half of 
them armed. 


“We feel that they are losing support in the countryside,” 
Maj. Gen. Montano said. “These are acts of desperation 
on their part to prove to their followers that they still 
have control of the situation.” 


The NPA, which celebrated the 20th year of its campaign 
last month, has admitted that it suffered reverses in 
recent years but claimed to have recovered and vows to 
be in power within a decade. 


Maj. Gen. Montano said the group that ambushed Col. 
Rowe belonged to a special force that undertakes major 
operations, instead of the urban guerrillas who have 
killed scores of Philippine soldiers and policemen here 
since 1987. 


A local unit was believed responsible for the October 
1987 murder of two young U.S. servicemen in Angeles 
city near Clark Air Base north of Manila. 
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Maj. Gen. Montano said the rebels were now focusing on 
their campaign to eject Clark and the nearby Subic Naval 
Base “as a major point of (gaining) support,” and were 
hoping that the murder of U.S. military men would bring 
an end to Washington’s support for the Manila govern- 
ment. 


“{ doubt very much that the Americans will run away by 
(the killing of) a few of them,” said. 


He described the Rowe killing as ‘a propaganda action” 
by the NPA to force “the U.S. Government to react, 
maybe rashly, to this incident.” 


Maj. Gen. Montano said investigators were looking into 
the possibility that Filipino civilian employees of the 
JUSMAG could have supplied information that helped 
the NPA in assassinating Col. Rowe. 


“But really there is no need for an insider because just by 
surveillance they can easily pinpoint who are the major 
personalities there, their cars, their patterns,” he 
stressed. 


He also emphasized that the murder will only be inves- 
tigated by Philippine authorities, dismissing suggestions 
that U.S. experts could actively take part in the prove. 


Task Force Issues Update 
HK2404101789 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 24 Apr 89 


[Text] Regarding the muder case of Colonel James John 
Nicholas Rowe, JUSMAG official, here is an update 
issued by Task Force Rowe which was set up to investi- 
gate the controversial case. 


First, Task Force Rowe is composed of three groups, 
each group is investigating the different motives for the 
officer's killing. The first group is the National Bureau of 
Investigation. It is probing the possible involvement of 
rightist forces which aim to destroy the government's 
credibility. 


The second group is the Capcom and the police. They are 
following up the lead which points to communist terror- 
ists as being responsible for the killing. According to 
Northern Police District superintendent Brigadier Gen- 
eral Edgar Dulatorres, the letter sent by the NPA to the 
various media offices, claiming responsibility for the 
killing could be a tactical ploy to mislead investigators. 
Dulatorres added that at the moment there no arrests are 
being carried out by his men regarding the case. 


The third group is the Criminal Investigation Service. It 
is investigating the possibility that Col Rowe was slain 
due to personal or business misunderstandings. 


Another development is that Quezon City Mayor 
Brigido Simon Jr is giving a P [peso] 100,000 cash 
reward to anybody who can supply information leading 
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to the arrest of Colonel Rowe’s assailants. Simon said he 
made the offer to speed up the solution of the case. He 
added that the arbitrary killing of the U.S. officer only 
brought greater embarassment to the Philippines in the 
eyes of civilized nations. 


The third development is a report from Task Force 
Rowe saying that Glory Jopson, wife of former commu- 
nist leader Edgar Jopson and now common-law wife of 
NPA chief Romulo Kintanar, used to reside in 146 
Roosevelt Avenue, Barangay Damayan, two blocks from 
where the get-away car used by the colonel’s assailants 
was found. Invevtigators suspect that the killers got out 
of the car in San Francisco Del Monte, where the NPA 
safehouses in Metro Manila are located. Authorities are 
planning to raid a suspected NPA hideout in Quezon 
City. 


In the fourth development, police investigators involved 
in the matter are requesting a complete list of all inves- 
tigators and law-enforcement personnel following up the 
case. This is to avoid harassment of witnesses and 
confusion among operating units. 


In the fifth development, four FBI forensic experts have 
already made laboratory tests on the vehicle used by 
suspects, including the car in which Colonel Rowe was 
riding. They found strands of hair in the vehicles as well 
as empty bullet shells, which are now under careful 
examination by the FBI personnel who brought with 
them sophisticated laboratory equipment, devices, and 
chemicals. 


In the sixth update, the sketch of the get-away vehicle’s 
driver bears a similitarity to a high-ranking NPA leader, 
though not Romulo Kintanar. A witness who saw the 
suspects remove the plate number of the Toyota Corona 
get-away car gave the description of the assailants. The 
license plate was stolen from a jeepney registered to 
Julian Leodovico of San Antonio, Binan, Laguna. 
Leodovico is presently under military custody but the 
witnesses did not identify him as the driver of the 
get-away vehicle. 


These latest updates are from the reports of Task Force 
Rowe led by Col Tiangco. 


/ NDF Issues Statement 
HK2404050989 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 24 Apr 89 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Communist rebels are prepared for a direct U.S. 
military intervention in the Philippines, the outlawed 
National Democratic Front [NDF] said yesterday. 


The communist-led NDF also reiterated in a press state- 
ment its readiness to unite with traditional political 
parties in a progressive coalition government to thwart 
U.S. military presence in the country. 
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The NDF issued the statement on the occasion of its 
16th anniversary today. It came two days after New 
People’s Army gunmen shot and killed U.S. Army Col. 
James “Nick” Rowe, a senior officer of the Joint U.S. 
Military Advisory Group that is helping the Philippine 
military in its counter insurgency campaign. 


Rowe’s killing triggered speculations that the United 
States would increase its involvement in the govern- 
ment’s counter-insurgency campaign. 


“The revolutionary forces are not daunted by the 
regime’s threat to intensify the war, nor by U.S. moves to 
escalate military intervention and thus transform the 
civil war into a full-blown national liberation war,” the 
NDF statement said. 


“They have for so long resisted and at several turns 
frustrated this unjust war; they are ready to fight until 
total victory is won,” it added. 


Communist rebels have claimed they now have a 30,000- 
man armed force nationwide and could seize power in 10 
years. 


Military officials, however, have debunked the claim, 
saying the rebels’ claim was meant to bolster their 
morale. 


Rowe was the fourth American and first senior officer 
killed the past 18 months in a 20-year-old insurgency. 


Communist rebels had warned last week they would hit 
U.S. targets unless President Aquino pledges to close 
down Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base when a U.S. 
lease on the bases expires in 1991. 


Government leaders, however, said Rowe's killing 
should not result in the expansion of U.S. role in the 
government’s anti-insurgency drive. 


“This (killing) is an eloquent statement that the rebels 
are escalating the war but under no circumstances can we 
allow the involvement of a foreign power in our interna! 
affairs,” Senate Majority Floor Leader Orlando Mercado 
said in an interview. 


Senate defense comittee chairman Ernesto Maceda also 
downplayed communist rebels’ threats of renewed 
attacks on U.S. targets saying, “I consider this a flexing 
of the muscles by the NPA. They’ll pick any target that 
will give them publicity and they have achieved that ... 
But we should not overreact”’. 


The NDF said in its statement that it would be open to 
an alliance with all independent organizations and polit- 
ical parties in the fight against U.S. military presence in 
the country. 
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‘We are ready and willing to broaden the national united 
front by welcoming other political parties, organizations, 
groups and individuals in opposing U.S. imperialism 
and the ruling system it maintains in the Philippines,” 
the NDF said. 


“These parties, organizations, groups and individuals 
can enter into formal or informal organizational arrange- 
ments with the NDF or choose various modes of mutual 
cooperation and co-ordination,” it added. 


The NDF said the broad alliance of political organiza- 
tions it was envisioning would ultimately be transformed 
into a “people’s national consultative council” that will, 
in turn, draw up the mechanics for the establishment of 
a democratic coalition government. 


J Urges Formation of Alliance 


HK2404084589 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
24 Apr 89 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The National Democratic Front yesterday urged 
major political parties to form an alliance with rebel 
forces to press for the removal of U.S. bases. It also 
predicted the emergence of a revolutionary government 
in 10 years. 


The front, which groups |2 underground organizations 
including the Communist Party of the Philippines and 
the New People’s Army, made the proposal in a state- 
ment delivered to news organizations on its 16th anni- 
versary. 


“We are building the solid foundation of the sovereign 
people’s democratic government, which can be reason- 
ably expected to emerge within the next decade,” said 
the statement issued by Satur Ocampo, a negotiator in 
failed peace talks with government. 


Ocampo said groups opposed to “U.S. intervention” in 
the country are welcome to the froni and could form part 
of a consultative body that would determine the rebel 
government's basic elements. 


“Major traditional political parties and independent 
groups could form an alliance with the national demo- 
cratic forces for the immediate dismantling of the U.S. 
military bases and total opposition to U.S. intervention 
in the nation’s affairs,” Ocampo said. 


The offer came a day after NPA rebels claimed respon- 
sibility for the killing of U.S. Army Col. James Rowe, 
who was ambushed Friday on his way to work in Quezon 
City. 


In Sunday's statement, Ocampo criticized Mrs Aquino 
for “invoking spurious and inane excuses” to the rebel 


proposal. 
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“Mrs Aquino and her advisers in fact prefer to continue 
the civil war and serve American interests rather than 
entertain the people’s clamor for peace and justice,” he 
said. 


In New York, Vice President Salvador Laurel urged a 
thorough assessment of the role played by the United 
States in the security of the Pacific and the impact the 
removal of the U.S. bases in the Philippines will have on 
the balance of power in the region. 


In a meeting with former U.S. President Richard Nixon, 
Laurel said “a geo-political analysis of the Pacific region 
must be made by both the Philippines and the U.S. 
before a final agreement on the bases can be reached.” 


Laurel is on a personal trip to the U.S. and has met a 
number of U.S. political leaders requesting briefings on 
the current situation in the Philippines, his Manila press 
office said. 


The press office said Laurel urged that the assessment be 
made now. 


“The (RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. military 
bases) agreement expires in two years, and the opinion of 
the Filipino people must be heard,” Laurel was quoted as 
saying. 


Nixon reportedly agreed with Laurel's position and 
expressed concern with a possible shift on the balance of 
power in the Pacific if the bases are removed. 


/ U.S. Tourists Warned 
HK2404100189 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 24 Apr 89 


[Text] PC-INP Chief Major General Ramon Montano 
explained today that the U.S. Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigations is not interfering in the investigation into the 
killing of Colonel James Rowe of the U.S. Army. Accord- 
ing to him, the FBI is only assisting in providing infor- 
mation on the activities of Rowe before he was killed last 
Friday. The FBI also arranged for American witnesses to 
appear before Task Force Rowe which was set up by the 
Capital Regional Command North Sector. 


Montano stressed that the investigation is a local effort 
headed by the National Bureau of Investigation [NBI]. 
He added that the role of the FBI wiii be limited to 
consultations to achieve a speedy resolution of the case. 


[Begin Montano recording in English] We have an FBI 
liaison here but it is not conducting any investigations. It 
is just Monitoring or trying to liaise with us. So far, they 
have not done anything concrete as far as assistance is 
concerned. This is a local investigation. And even in 
laboratory support, for instance, it is only the NBI and 
the Constabulary which are doing the investigative 
aspects of it. [end recording] 
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Meanwhile, Colenel Romeo Maganto of the Western 
Police District £ «tion 5, stressed that they are warning 
American tourists in Manila against possible assassina- 
tion attempts. Maganto’s jurisdiction covers the district 
of Ermita, the tourist belt of Manila, where foreign 
tourists roam about freely: 


[Begin Maganto recording] One of my instructions is for 
them to be in groups if they want to roam the area, 
looking for a good time. Naturally, they are unarmed and 
are simply looking for a good time and some relaxation. 
At the same time, I have assigned more men to patrol the 
area and implement tighter security measures to protect 
our visitors. [end recording] 


Reporting from the Western Police District, this is Andy 
Vital of Mobile 15 for DZRH. 


Bomb Threat Prompts Tight Airport Security 
HK2404051589 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in Englisgh 24 Apr 89 p 8 


[By Louie Perez] 


[Text] Ninoy Aquino International Airport—The red 
alert order enforced at this premiere airport entered its 
second day yesterday. The alert order bars the public 
from entering the premises of the airport. 


Elements of the Philippine Air Force Security Command 
(Pafsecom) under Brig. Gen. Carmelito Beltran installed 
three additional X-ray machines at the two entrance 
gates of the departure areas to check the luggage of 
departing passengers and airport personnel. 


Tight security measures have been implemented since 
dawn Saturday after the office of airport General Man- 
ager Eduardo Carrascoso received an intelligence report 
that elements of the New People’s Army (NPA) will plant 
a bomb in the offices of one of the international airlines 
or will bomb the terminal. 


This was confirmed by General Beltran, who said that 
they are taking precautionary measures to protect the 
passengers and aircraft from possible attack by the NPA. 
He deployed additional personnel to nan the terminal 
round the clock. 


German Shepherds of the Pafsecom which are trained to 
detect bombs and ammunition were used to search 
planes and handcarried bags of passengers. 


Passengers have also to pass through x-ray machines and 
the body search conducted by Pafsecom security person- 
nel and airline security men. 


In addition to these security measures, the entry of 
welcomers at the arrival area and well-wishers at the 
departure area was prohibited. 
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The two restaurants located at the departure area—Tito 
Rey restaurant and Patio Manila—had to close because 
the public was not allowed to go to the lobby. 


All airport personnel, including those of the customs, 
airlines, immigration, quarantine, and other authorized 
persons doing business in the terminal, were told to pass 
through the departure area where the three extra x-ray 
machines are installed. 


A V-150 armor vehicle was stationed late Saturday 
evening at the departure area to boost security at the 
terminal. 


Editorial Views Offers by Militant Labor, NDF 
HK2404054389 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 24 Apr 89 p 4 


[Editorial: “Damned if She Does, Damned If She 
Doesn't” ] 


[Text] The past weeks have seen “offers” from militant 
groups to peacefully “settle” their differences with Gov- 
ernment. Four days ago, Crispin Beltran of the Kilusang 
Mayo Uno (KMU) [| May Movement] offered the 
Aquino Government what, as first glance, looked like a 
way out of the impasse between employers and labor on 
the wages issue. 


The militant labor federation said that it was willing to 
accept the P [peso] 15 increase recommended by Gov- 
ernment if Mrs. Aquino would agree to suspend the 
effects of its letter of intent (LOT) to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


Beltran was referring to the expected increases in taxes 
and tuition fees as well as hikes in the prices the 
economic program that the Philippines has agreed to 
adopt as stipulated in the LOI. Beltran said that without 
the LOI, there is no reason for the P30-wage adjustment 
demanded by organized labor. 


If President Aquino does not agree, Beltran warned that 
organized labor would mount a nation wide strike in 
May. 


Beltran, of course, is well aware that the Government is 
already committed to the economic program submitted 
to the IMF. In fact, its strict adherence to the LOI will 
ensure the delivery of new money and the restructuring 
of debt payments that Government needs to keep the 
economy going. Beltran knows that to President Aquino, 
the LOI is the way to ensure the success of the economic 
rescue package she has been counting on, the Philippine 
Aid Plan (PAP). 


That is why Beltran’s offer is actually no offer at all. It is 
KMU’s way of harassing Mrs. Aquino and dramatizing 
to the public how helpless Government is in the face of 
foreign creditors and other international meddlers. 
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Another offer made the other week was by Satur Ocampo 
of the National Democratic Front (NDF). In a statement 
from the underground, Ocampo said that the outlawed 
NDF would agree to a ceasefire if President Aquino 
declared immediately and publicly that she would not 
extend the lease on the U.S. bases in the country beyond 
1991. 


Ocampo was referring to the RP [Republic of the Phil- 
ippines]-U.S. military bases agreement which expires in 
1991. Up to the present time, Mrs. Aquino has not 
revealed her personal preference on whether or not the 
bases should remain on Philippine soil. She prefers to 
keep her options open, the President has said repeatedly 
since 1985. 


Ocampo and his comrades are well aware that the bases 
issue is not as simple as it sounds. The question involves 
a delicate act of balancing the country’s economic inter- 
ests with those of the economic, political and security 
interests of the U.S. Government in the ASEAN region. 
The harsh and painful reality is that these two interests 
are almost inextricably intertwined. 


Nevertheless, Ocampo warned that if Mrs Aquino does 
not heed the NDF’s offer, the NDF would call upon “the 
revolutionary people to themselves dismantle the bases.” 
The communists also warned that they would make 
America pay dearly for their meddling in the country’s 
affairs. The murder last Friday of an American colonel 
near Jusmag appears to be only the start of a bloody 
communist rampage calculated to frighten the Ameri- 
cans out of the country. 


Like Beltran’s Ocampo’s offer is really no offer at all. It 
is an outright threat that escalated violence will ensure 
because the choice they have given President Aquino is 
one between the devil and the deep blue sea. Should she 
refuse to deal with the NDF at this point, they will be 
able to say that she is America’s stooge. But if she calls 
their bluff and serves notice to the U.S. Government 
today that their bases have to go, she runs the real risk of 
losing international financial assistance the country so 
badly needs. She is damned if she does and damned if 
she doesn’t. 


Ocampo knows this only too well. The public should 
look at his ceasefire offer for what it is, therefore—a gun 
on the head, a thinly disguised attempt to harass and 
blackmail the President and dramatize the communists’ 
point that she is helpless in the face of American inter- 
ference and dictation. 


These communications from Ocampo and Beltran bring 
to mind another offer, three years ago, by the communist 
rebels, for a ceasefire and peace talks. Responding to a 
call for reconciliation issued by the newly installed 
President Aquino, the NDF sent three of its best spokes- 
persons and propagandists to rave the way for the talks. 
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Early on in the preliminary negotiations, however, an 
NDF leader confided that the insurgents had agreed to 
the talks only to prove that peaceful reconciliation 
wouldn’t work, that meaningful change can only come 
through armed struggle and a violent revolution. 


It was not surprising therefore that, for openers, the 
NDF panel immediately sought the impossible—to share 
power with Mrs Aquino through the establishment of a 
coalition government. 


Offers for peace should be reasonable, transparent, and 
done in good faith. Otherwise, they will backfire. The 
public will know that they are merely cheap attempts by 
rebels and failed politicians to grab the headlines and 
their sympathy. 


Thailand 


U.S. Vice President Discusses Upcoming Visit 
BK2304 124189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Apr 89 pp 1, 3 


[“Exclusive” by Phonphimon Kanchanalak reporting 
from Washington] 


[Text] United States Vice President Dan Quayle said 
yesterday his upcoming talks with Asian leaders will help 
Washington review its Kampuchean policy amid Viet- 
nam’s pledged September withdrawal. 


Speaking at the White House in an exclusive interview 
with selected Asian newspapers, including the 
BANGKOK POST, Mr Quayle also said he will follow 
up the Thai-US trade consultations in Washington next 
week on intellectual property rights [IPR] with Prime 
Minister Chatchai Chunhawan when he visits Bangkok 
on May 3-4. 


Mr Quayle is scheduled to visit Australia from April 
27-30 during a tour that will take him to Singapore and 
Indonesia as well as Thailand. 


During the interview in his office in the White House 
West Wing, Mr Quayle referred to the policy review 
following Vietnam’s commitment to withdraw from 
Kampuchea, saying: 


“In that regard my visit is very important and very 
timely—to gather information and bring it back to the 
President and share my insights with him as the Presi- 
dent reviews and makes policy determination on what 
the US is going to be doing on the Cambodian issue.” 


Mr Quayle said he would discuss with Australian and 
Asian leaders the prospects for a post-withdrawal Kampu- 
chea. 
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“The US is interested in trying to get Cambodia stabi- 
lised. We are very interested in the role of the non- 
communist resistance forces after the communists 
leave,” he said. 


Commenting on the view among some Republican con- 
gressional leaders that Kampuchea would be better off 
with the Vietnamese there than risking the return of the 
Khmer Rouge, Mr Quayle said there was simply no choice. 


“We want neither,” he said. 


Washington wants to see the non-communists dedicated 
to political pluralism and democracy, “without the 
Khmer Rouge,” Mr Quayle said. 


Acknowledging he would be in Jakarta when Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk and Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen meet, 
Mr Quayle said he intended to meet the resistance leader. 


“I look forward to hearing his valuable insights on what 
he thinks about the situation in Cambodia, how it is 
going to evolve and how the US can be helpful in 
restoring peace in that country,” he said. 


Prince Sihanouk was a valuable player and the US 
valued his judgement, said Mr Quayle. 


The US appears to be throwing its full support behind 
the Sihanoukist faction. 


When Prince Norodom Ranariddh visited Washington 
in March, he had an unscheduled meeting with President 
George Bush, who confirmed US support for his father. 


On the question of the US providing lethal assistance to 
the non-communist forces, Mr Quayle said the proposal, 
initiated by Democrat congressman Stephen Solarz, was 
not well-received in some quarters of the Thai Govern- 
ment. 


Mr Solarz’ proposal was certainly “one option” for the 
US, said Mr Quayle, who is to visit Khmer refugees on 
the Thai border. 


The vice-president said he would be open to ideas on 
how the US can assist first-asylum countries. 


Apart from the Cambodian issue, Mr Quayle said he 
would also follow up on the issues discussed during the 
Thai-US consultations to be held in Washington next 
week with Premier Chatchai. 


Thai and US officials are to meet in Washington next 
week te ‘iscuss trade problems concerning inteliectural 
property rights, particularly pharmaceutical patents. 


The talks will be held before the April 30 publication of 
the US National Trade Estimate [NTE] which identifies 
“unfair practices” of countries with trade ties to the US. 
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The NTE usually determines the list of “foreign priority 
countries and practices” actionable under Section 301 of 
the US Trade Act. 


The priority list is expected to be announced on May 30. 


In response to a question on whether he saw any room 
for US flexibility in the context of the upcoming May 30 
deadline for the list of priority countries actionable 
under Section 301, Mr Quayle said: 


“*Let’s see what happens next week. I will gather informa- 
tion from the meeting between Thai officials and ours. 


“Then I will follow that up in Thailand. When I meet 
Prime Minister Chatchai in Bangkok he will have a 
reading and I will have a reading. Maybe we can work 
things out there,” he said. 


Mr Quayle, appearing familiar with the current trade 
friction between Thailand and the US said: 


“‘We do have some concerns on trade issues, especially 
on the issue of intellectual property rights. 


““We feel the issue of intellectual property violations are 
not only harmful to the US but to Thailand in its efforts 
to attract foreign investment. 


“If there is no common understanding or better under- 
standing on the IPR issue, I think Thailand’s foreign 
investment drive will be hindered. 


“Investment will bring jobs and improve the nation’s 
gross national product. 


““However, American businessmen will be hesitant to 
come in and invest without adequate protection on 
IPR,” Mr Quayle said. 


Asked about the degree of flexibility Washington could 
exercise in dealing with Thailand, Mr Quayle said there 
would always be flexibility in terms of the US entertain- 
ing arguments and encouraging debate. 


“But there are certain things we must understand. Sub- 
sidies are not helpful to anyone. Erecting trade barriers 
will not help anybody. 


“And the issue of intellectual property righ*s is very 
important. Developing countries have to understand 
that the ground rules need to be somewhat common on 
the IPR issue, that it relates to their ability to attract 
investment. 


“It is not a one-way street. We have to understand the 
trade-off,” he said. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Last week, Foreign Ministry permanent secretary M.R. 
Kasemsamoson Kasemsi told US officials it was not true 
that Thailand had done nothing to improve IPR protec- 
tion. 


Certain political realities, however, simply do not allow 
quick action on the part of Thailand, he said, urging the 
US to delay the launching of “drastic action”. 


In preparing for Mr Quayle’s trip, his advisers were 
understood to have also been looking closely at issues 
involving trade with Indochina and military aid to the 
non-communist resistance. 


Aware that the visit comes a few days after the 
announcement of the trade estimate, which generally 
serves as the springboard for the US determination on 
priority list countries, the advisers realise the announce- 
ment could create an awkward situation during the 
Bangkok trip. 


Minister Views Upcoming U.S. Trade Talks 
BK 2404005589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Apr 89 pl 


[Text] Talks with the United States on intellectual prop- 
erty rights and pharmaceutical patents have been sched- 
uled for April 27 in Washington, Commerce Minister 
Subin Pinkhayan said last night. 


Commerce permanent secretary Phat Itsarasena will lead 
the Thai delegation. 


The delegation aims to keep Thailand off the list of 
priority countries acuionable under Section 301 of the 
US Trade Act, said Mr Subin. 


Washington wants Thailand to provide new drugs enter- 
ing the market with protection for three years, but 
Thailand wants the period limited to 18 months. 


Mr Subin said US Vice President Dan Quayle’s visit next 
month will give Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan an 
opportunity to discuss the US position. 


Chatchai Adviser Views U.S. Private Sector 
BK2304051189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Apr 89 p 7 


[From the “Inprint” column] 


[Text] Trade disputes between Thailand and the United 
States will remain unresolved so long as the US uses laws 
that run counter to principles of legal justice, says an 
article in PHU CHATKAN PARITHAT. 


Under Section 301, any US citizen is entitled to appeal 
to the office of the US Trade Representative to proceed 
for presidential action against a country producing an 
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item or rendering a service that is deemed unfair to him 
or her, notes writer Phansak Winyarat, chairman of the 
Prime Minister’s personal advisers. 


Such a measure does not conform to Lak Nititham—or 
principles of legal justice—because it effectively enables 
the US “to stipulate what is right, regardless of whether 
that stipulation is just or not,” he points out. 


A school of thought in Thailand held that Section 301 would 
not be applied “if we yielded on questions of computer 
software and pharmaceutical patents,” he reflects. 


The contrary has been the truth as other private US 
concerns have made clear plans to take Thailand to task 
on a number of matters, he says. These include the 
demand to open the Thai market to US cigarettes and 
complaints about high tariffs on wine, chocolate, sweets 
and polaroid film. 


Acquiescing would be tantamount to allowing the US 
private sector to determine Thai tariff rates as well as the 
items to be subjected to them, he adds. 


Some Thai traders looking at the list of items in question 
may feel that Thailand should be able to yield to the US 
demands, he continues. “Will the principles of determin- 
ing Thailand’s finance policy then be up to the moods of 
the US private sector?” 


The main problems of the US lie in economic adminis- 
tration and industry and, unsolved, Japan looms large as 
a key catalyst, he says. 


For Thailand, besides questions of sovereignty, there is 
also the future of the country’s development, he stresses. 


The irony, he says, is there is no guarantee that the US or 
its private sector will benefit if Thailand were to bring 
down tariffs. After Thai authorities reduced tariffs on 
apples, more Australian apples were imported, he recalls. 


“A poverty of thought on the part of the US private 
sector and a thoughtlessness on the part of some Thai 
businessmen do not in any way help solve the problems 
of either side,” he says. 


SRV Said Planning Offensive in Cambodia 
BK2204010589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Instead of preparing for a September troop with- 
drawal as announced in Hanoi’s April 5 declaration, 
Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea opposite the Chan- 
thaburi-Trat Province are gearing up for a dry season 
offensive. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In a briefing with Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, Capt 
Bandit Bunyaphruk, Intelligence Division chief of the 
Chanthaburi-Trat defence force, revealed that the Viet- 
namese were trying to seize strategic resistance strong- 
holds in preparatior for the offensive. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi visited the Chanthaburi- 
Trat area yesterday to be updated on the border situa- 
tion, as well as to meet gem traders and fishermen. 


Capt Bandit claimed that Vietnam did not withdraw 
50,000 troops as announced last December but only 
20,000 men, most of whom were wounded or crippled. 


These troops, he further claimed, were replaced by fresh 
numbers from Vietnam. 


The Intelligence officer told ACM Sitthi the replace- 
ments were immediately “merged” with regular Heng 
Samrin troops through a change of uniform. 


He said there had also been an urgent effort to teach 
these troops Khmer. 


“When the Vietnamese withdrawal occurs in September, 
there will still be real Vietnamese troops left (in Kampu- 
chea),”” he said. 


Capt Bandit said he could not see any change in Viet- 
namese troop movements, adding that instead of prepar- 
ing for a September withdrawal, they were trying to seize 
important resistance positions, which indicated that a 
dry season offensive was in the offing. 


Most of the resistance forces fighting inside Kampuchea 
opposite the Chanthaburi-Trat area are Khmer Rouge. 
According to Thai military estimates, there are 8,913 
men under Son Sann’s leadership fighting opposite Trat. 


Some 44,319 Khmer Rouge troops are fighting opposite 
the Chanthaburi-Trat border area—19,761 opposite 
Trat and 15,645 opposite Chanthaburi. 


Earlier this month, Capt Bandit said, Vietnamese troops 
launched a strong offensive against the Khmer Rouge in 
the Pailin area oposite Pong Na Ron District of Chan- 
thaburi, using heavy artillery and tanks. 


Although they managed to push back the Khmer Rouge, 
Vietnamese troops suffered heavy casualties and were 
forced to withdraw. 


Between April 17-19, Vietnamese troops launched a 
sweeping operation opposite the Bor Rai area of Muang 
District, Trat, using heavy guns and rockets. 


During that offensive about 800 shells landed in the Bor 
Rai area, prompting Thai troops to evacuate the villagers. 


Capt Bandit said that Thai troops would remain still as 
long as the fighting does not affect Thailand. 


FBIS-EAS-89-077 
24 April 1989 


But if shelling affects Thai lives and property, Thai 
troops will respond with limited and selected shelling to 
silence the Vietnamese guns, he said. 


He said Vietnamese troops have suffered heavy casual- 
ties, adding that resistance forces were stronger this year 
as they have been able to capture a number of Vietnam- 
ese strongholds and hold them for several days. 


Comments on Recent Demonstrations in PRC 
BK2104022989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
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(Editorial: “Turning a Deaf Ear in Beijing”) 


[Text] It is an unfortunate fact about the current pro- 
democracy rallies in China that the old men running the 
country will likely be unmoved by the calls for reform 
from the generation that will inherit their legacy. Indeed, 
more likely will be that Beijing’s Old Guard will react 
with a reassertion of their tight-fisted authority and a 
crackdown on reform movements. 


That is sad. This week’s demonstrations by thousands of 
students, who are correct when they say changes must be 
made now to ensure a future full of promise in which to 
build their careers, have been largely peaceful. The stu- 
dents have taken pains to assure the authorities they do not 
intend to overthrow the government or sow dissent. They 
seek, they say, only to improve the existing system. 


The demonstrations were sparked by the death of former 
Communist Party leader Hu Yaobang, ousted in January 
1987 for moving Beijing too quickly towards reform. Mr 
Hu represented a glimmer of hope for those in China 
with dreams of economic well-being or the right to elect 
their leaders. His death leaves a vacuum among the 
upper echelons of Chinese politics for a leader who 
understands the harsh reality that the present system is 
incapable of addressing social and economic needs in a 
high-tech, fast-paced world. 


However, as Chinese Premier Li Peng made clear earlier 
this month at the closing session of the national legisla- 
ture, the old men of Beijing are unprepared and unwill- 
ing to advance the cause of democracy. Mr Li went so far 
as to announce that “excessive’’ democracy would be 
unhealthy for China’s political stability. 


It therefore seems unlikely that the Old Guard will have 
a change of heart as a consequence of the current unrest. 
More likely, pessimism will grow among Chinese youth. 
“Why are the talented people of China escaping to the 
United States and Japan?” asked one student leader. 
“It’s because their talents are wasted here. Atomic sci- 
entists (in China) earn less than dustmen or factory 
workers (in the West).”’ 


Are Chinese authorities so insensitive to such legitimate 
complaints? Sooner or later they will have to accept that 
their economy cannot keep up with the rest of the world 
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under stifling central control and restricted markets. Yet 
with economic reform will come political reform and 
that, apparently, is what has Beijing’s old men so anx- 
ious. Like the old men of the Kremlin, they rightly worry 
that if the people are given a say in the composition of 
their government, the Old Guard will be out of a job. 


There is no fear that “excessive” democracy is on the 
verge of turning Chinese society inside-out. Nor will 
democracy in a lesser form likely arrive to rekindle the 
optimism of China’s next generation. The old men prefer 
turning a deaf ear to the protests that have resounded 
this week in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square. 


Judging by the extent of the coverage the demonstrations 
have garnered in the international press the old men of 
Beijing may be able to block out the noise of the throngs, 
but will find it hard to ignore the message. That, at least, 
should give China’s up-and-comers a little hope. 


Chinese Tank Repair Joint Venture Approved 
BK2104140289 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
21 Apr 89 pp 7, 9 


[Text] According to a Defense Ministry source, the 
Defense Ministry has granted approval for Sugo Engineer- 
ing Company to set up a factory to repair Army tanks 
bought from China and manufacture their spare parts. 


Sugo Engineering Company belongs to Suwit Nawawong 
and repairs and sells sugar mill machinery and spare 
parts, but lately the company’s sugar mill related busi- 
ness has declined markedly. 


As projected, the company will increase its registered 
capital from 20 million baht to 100 million baht and 
bring China North Industry Corporation in as partner. 


Initially, the company planned to expand its factory in 
Phutthamonthon area to repair Chinese tanks and man- 
ufacture tank spare parts but the Defense Ministry 
wanted the factory to be iccated in Lop Buri Province to 
facilitate supervision by ministry officials. 


The source says: ““The company is looking for a factory 
site in Lop Buri.” 


According to the source, the company is seeking techno- 
logical assistance from the China North Industry Corpo- 
ration, which will assign specialists to the Thai factory. 


The Defense Ministry will also assign officials of the 
Military Industry Department to the factory. 


The Sugo Engineering Company will be given 2 years to 
become operational. If it can not by that time the Defense 
Ministry will reevaluate the company’s capability. 


The ministry has to be stringent because it had bad 
experience with a handgun factory. 
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Two years ago the Defense Ministry awarded permission 
to the Rung Phaisan Company to manufacture handguns 
but to date the company has not been able to begin 
operation. 


The Ministry has ordered reevaluation of the company’s 
capability and might revoke the contract. 


The source says: “The Rung Phaisan Company com- 
plained that it could not obtain a factory permit from the 
Industry Ministry. The Defense Ministry will give the 
company more time after which it will revoke the 
contract if the company can not become operational. 


A son of Suwit Nawawong, owner of the Sugo Engineer- 
ing Company, was married to acting Supreme Com- 
mander and Army Commander General Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut’s daughter. She died in a road accident. 


Suwit now also owns the company which produces the 
softdrink Vitaco and holds shares in the Thai Rungruang 
chain of sugar factories. 


Burmese Students Jailed, Deported After Brawl 
BK2204010089 Hong Kong AFP in English 1726 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Excerpts] Bangkok, April 21 (AFP)}—Ten Burmese stu- 
dent leaders were jailed Thursday [20 April] after leading 
nearly 100 fellow students in a brawl with Thai villagers 
in a northeastern Thai border town, police said Friday. 


The Burmese were charged with illegal entry into Thai- 
land, police said. 


Police said by telephone from the border town of Mae Sot, 
some 400 kilometres (248 miles) northwest of here, that 
following the incident 97 other Burmese students were 
deported into Burma’s southeastern Mon State through 
neighbouring Kanchanaburi Province early Friday. 


Former leaders of the All Burma Student Democratic 
Front (ABSDF), identified as Win Moe, 23, and Aung 
Naing, 22, had led the Burmese students in the melee, 
police said. [passage omitted] 


Police said fighting began when a group of drunken 
Burmese students snatched traditional Thai drums, cym- 
bals and gongs away from Thai villagers engaged in a 
religious rite during the town’s Buddhist New Year 
ceremony late Thursday. 


Police quoted Thai eyewitnesses as saying the students 
“banged in an indecent manner” on the instruments, 
which belonged to a Buddhist temple, and triggered a 
brawl with Thais who tried to stop them. 


Nearly half of some 200 Burmese students who were 
living in Mae Sot took to the streets and joined in the 
fray, with both sides wielding clubs and long knives, 
police said. 
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Four Burmese students were injured and hospitalized 
before police could disperse the crowd. The Thais suf- 
fered only minor injuries. 


Mr. Aung Naing and the four injured students were 
among 10 student leaders charged with illegal entry and 
jailed at Mae Sot. 


Thai police said they rounded up Mr. Win Moe with 96 
other students late Thursday and deported them from 
neighboring Kanchanaburi Province into Burma’s Mon 
State early Friday. 


The 10 Burmese students jailed in Mae Sot were likely to 
be repatriated across the border into Burma’s Karen State, 
an area partly controlled by Karen National Union (KNU) 
guerrillas, after serving a brief sentence, police said. 


Police said they were searching for nearly 100 other 
Burmese students in the town to repatriate them. [pas- 
Sage Omitted] 


Up to 170 hard-core ABSDF students have taken up 
arms to fight alongside the anti-Rangoon KNU rebels, 
Thai border police said. 


About 10 armed students were killed while defending the 
KNU’s Tirkerney camp, which was overrun by Burmese 
troops earlier this week. 


Observers in Mae Sot have said that the Burmese stu- 
dents, disillusioned with the KNU after four of its main 
base camps were overrun by Burmese troops this year, 
have sought to avoid heavy fighting in Burma. 


Names of New Senate Appointees Revealed 
BK2204014589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
22 Apr 89 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Former House speaker Prasit Kanchanawat and 
PM’s {Prime Minister’s] chief adviser Wan Chansu 
emerged strong candidates for the post of Senate speaker 
as they were appointed along with 91 others to the 
Senate, THE NATION learned yesterday. 


Prasit was among the new faces while Wan was one of 
the 93 outgoing senators, whose term expires today. 


In a surprise move, Prime Minister Chatchai Chunha- 
wan dropped outgoing Senate Speaker Ukrit Mongkhon- 
nawin from the list which was approved Thursday night 
by His Majesty the King and returned to Government 
House yesterday. 


Speculation was previously rampant that Ukrit would 
have been reappointed senator and subsequently retain 
his top legislative post. 
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The government delayed the announcement of the 
appointments because it did not want the news to 
overshadow yesterday’s inauguration ceremony of 
newly-appointed Supreme Patriarch Somdet Phra Yan- 
sangwon, Official sources said. 


Among the new faces are Phansak Winyarat, the chair- 
man of the young PM’s personal advisers, Phithak 
Wiriyarat, a member of Wan’s advisory board, Deputy 
PM’s Secretary General Det Bunlong, Deputy Police 
Directors General Pol Gen [Police General] Sawaeng 
Thirasawat and Pol Gen Wasit Detkunchon and PM’s 
Office Permanent Secretary Aphilat Osathanon. 


New appointees who are also prominent businessmen 
include Plengsak Prakatphesat, executive vice president 
of the Metro Group, and Piyabut Chonwichan, president 
of the trouble-plagued Union Bank of Bangkok, who was 
reportedly at odds with Finance Minister Pramuan 
Saphawasy. 


Senators will have to elect their speaker when Parliament 
reconvenes next month. The speaker will automatically 
be made Parliament president. 


Prasit, the aging chairman of the Bangkok Bank’s board 
of directors, was quoted as confiding earlier that he 
intended to undertake “an important mission” one last 
time before he passes away. 


Both Prasit and Wan have established close ties with 
Gen Chatchai Chunhawan. Wan, one of the most afflu- 
ent businessmen in the country, also has extensive polit- 
ical and military connections at the top. 


Wan had earlier been mentioned in some reports as 
being a strong candidate for the top legislative post. The 
premier was evasive on the speculation but Deputy 
Prime Minister Gen Thianchai Sirisamphan defended 
Wan against criticisms that he should not be made 
Senate speaker while serving as the PM’s chief adviser. 


The appointments will become effective as of tomorrow 
after the 93 outgoing senators complete their tenure today. 


The outgoing senators who made it back to the Senate 
include: 


—Gen Panya Singsakda, PM’s secretary general and 
formerly assistant army chief of staff for operations 
before his promotion to the rank of full general and his 
subsequent resignation to take up the political post. 

—Cabinet Secretary General Anan Anantakun. 

—Navy Commander in Chief Adm Praphat Kritsan- 
achan. 

—Deputy Supreme Commander ACM [Air Chief Mar- 
shal] Kaset Rotchananin. 

—Air Force Chief of Staff ACM Kan Phimanthip. 

—Air Forde Deputy Chief of Staff ACM Likhit Suwan- 
nathat. 

—Bangkok Bank President Chatri Sophonphanit. 
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—Kamphon Watcharaphon of mass-circulation THAI 
RAT 

—Prasit Hetrakun of DAILY NEWS newspaper. 

—Doctor Prao Niwatwong. 

—Doctor Atthasit Wetchachiwa, dean of the Medical 
Faculty of Rama Hosital. 

—Osot Kosin, former industry minister. 

—Nongyao Chaiseri, secretary general of the National 
Youth Bureau and former rector of Thammasat Uni- 
versity. 

—PM’s Office Minister Michai Ruchuphan. 

—Budget Bureau Director Bodi Chunnanon. 

—Education Permanent Secretary Banchong Chusakun- 
chat. 

—Finance Permanent Secretary Phanat Simasathian. 

—Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs M.R. Kasem- 
samoson Kasemsi. 


Apart from Ukrit, the outgoing senators dropped out of 

the new list include: 

—Chulalongkon University Rector Dr Kasem Suwanna- 
kun. 

—Kasem Chatikawanit, chairman of Thai Oil Refinery 
and Bangchak 


Oil Refinery. 

—Lawyer Chawalit Rungsaeng. 

—Former PM’s Office Minister Chan Manutham. 

—Former PM’s Secretary General Sqn Ldr [Squadron 
Leader] Prasong Sunsiri. 

—Anuson Sapmanu, adviser of Interior Minister Pra- 
man Adireksan. 


Government Criticized Over List 
BK2304081089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 Apr 89 pp 1-2 


[Text] The list of the 94 incoming senators comprises a 
heavy presence of businessmen and military officers, 32 
and 36 respectively compared to 23 and 29 in the 
outgoing group, touching off criticism that the govern- 
ment gives them more importance than people from 
other walks of life. 


Many of the newly-appointed businessmen are affluent 
people in the provinces with close ties to the ruling Chat 
Thai Party. Among them is Wichai Choetchai, president 
of the Choetchai Industry, the manufacturer of tour- 
coach bodies in Nakhon Ratchasima, where Prime Min- 
ister Chatchai Chunhawan was elected MP. 


Many critics saw it as a natural trend because many 
Cabinet members of the Chatchai administration have 
business backgrounds and extensive business connections. 


Some remarked that the growing military presence, partic- 
ularly on the part of the Royal Thai Army, also reflects the 
greater say by the military establishment led by acting 
Supreme Commander General Chawalit Yongchaiyut—if 
not the growing pressure among the younger army officers 
for promotions within their own institute. 
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The appointments saw a significant drop in the number 
of government officials from 22 to 14. Workers and 
farmers also declined from nine to two while police 
officers insignificantly decreased from five to four. 


Reacting to the announcement, ex-senator Amat Kham- 
thetthong said the list showed the priority importance the 
government paid to “millionaries” and “the men in 
uniform” 


The government failed to recognize the importance of 
labourers, said the ex-labour leader. 


Another ex-labour leader dropped from the new list, 
Sawat Lukdot, described the drop as “regrettable”, but 
he said that the overall list reflects no traces of nepotism. 


“It did not surprise me. Nobody would be appointed to 
the Senate if he does not belong to (the premier’s) 
group,” commented former PM’s Office Minister Chan 
Manutham, who served under former premier Gen Prem 
Tinsulanon and failed to be reappointed to the Senate in 
yesterday's announcement. 


Chan, also former PM’s chief adviser in the last Prem 
administration, described the Senate posts as “pow- 
erless”. ““Being a senator can be awkward. It’s just like a 
krathoei (homosexual)”, he jested. 


Reacting to criticism that many outgoing senators 
appointed by Prem were left out from the list, M.R. 
Khukrit Pramot, mentor of Gen Chatchai, said different 
premiers naturally made different choices. 


“This is the way it is. Different premiers like and hate 
different people. You can’t expect human beings to be 
free of emotion,” he said. 


Three More Political Parties Dissolved 
BK2104025589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 Apr 89 p 1 


[Text] Three political parties which failed to field candi- 
dates in the last general election were dissolved yesterday 
by the Supreme Court. 


Dissolved were the National Democracy Party led by 
former prime minister Kriangsak Chamanan, the Dem- 
ocratic Labour Party led by Prasoet Sapsunthon and the 
Prachachart Party led by Paderm Sirivehcapan. 


The order was issued in accordance with the Political 
Party Act which specifies that any parties failing to field 
election candidates in at least half of the total number of 
seats in the House of Representatives will be dissolved 
after general elections. 


The Political Party Registrar, Permanent Secretary for 
Interior Phisan Munlasatsathon, called for the dissolu- 
tion of the three parties on January 24. 
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On Tuesday [18 April] the Prachachon, Community 
Action, and Progressive parties were also dissolved by 
the Supreme Court. 


The three parties are merging with the Ruam Thai Party 
which received approval on Tuesday to change its name 
to the Solidarity Party. 


Only 12 political parties now remain—Chai Thai, Social 
Action, Democrat, Prachakon Thai, Puang Chon Chao 
Thai, Ratsadon, Phalang Tham, United Democratic, 
Muan Chon, Social Democratic Force, Liberal, and 
Ruam Thai or Solidarity. 


Paper Views Defection of Opposition MP’s 
BK2104 133889 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
19 Apr 89 p8 


[Editorial: “A Test of Politicians”] 


[Text] It was reported that a number of members of 
Parliament from Prachachon, Progressive and Commu- 
nity Action Parties would join the government party 
once there is a verdict from the Supreme Court to 
dissolve the three parties. This is very possible despite 
the fact that the dissolution was meant for merging as 
one party under the name of the Solidarity Party, with 
the Ruam Thai Party as core, so that they can become a 
strong entity as an opposition bloc. 


From the perspective of the internationally accepted 
democratic norm, such practice is unacceptable and 
disgraceful. There is no worthwhile reason to justify the 
change of side by those MP’s. 


Those representatives must think that the merging of 
their parties under the new Solidarity Party would not 
improve their status as a member of the new party, 
which will again be an opposition party. They would 
never get a chance to be in the government and, more 
important, they would never have an opportunity to 
make profits and repay their debts. They therefore 
hinted at joining the government. If those MP’s insisted 
On joining the government despite the fact that they had 
already been offered an ample sum in joining the new 
party, we then have to conclude that the motivation for 
joining the government is not money alone. It must 
rather be the political reason—the government party is 
overwhelmingly popular and, if there is another election, 
those in the government party will certainly be reelected 
and possibly be named cabinet ministers. They include 
those MP’s defecting from the opposition parties. 


We are not concerned about the defection of those 
Opposition MP’s, but we are worried that such a political 
development is detrimental to the public faith in democ- 
racy. It could make the Thai people become weary of the 
democratic system. We wonder why there is no good 
solution to our system. 
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What is discouraging is—why do Thai politicians have to 
succumb to personal interests to the point of forsaking 
their duties and responsibilities in the interests of the 
country and the people as a whole? 


Concerning those MP’s, General Chatchai Chunhawan 
once said: ““We have work for them if they want to join 
us.”” This is tantamount to offering something in return 
for their defection. Is this some sort of a bribe just to 
make Thailand turn into a parliamentary dictatorship 
the way Singapore is? Or is it a political gimmick aimed 
at blocking somebody from climbing up to gain top 
political power? It is difficult to make an assessment of 
this game. 


Army Said Duplicating Government Tasks 
BK2104102589 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
20 Apr 89 p 8 


{Editorial: “Season for Readjustment”) 


[Text] Prime Minister General Chatchai Chunhawan 
and National Security Council Secretary General Suwit 
Suthanukun say they knew nothing about France asking 
permission to send arms to Prince Sihanouk’s faction 
through the Thai border, but Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Sunthon Khongsomphong acknowledged 
that France had asked landing permission for its aircraft 
to deliver weapons to Prince Sihanouk’s forces. Gen 
Sunthon made the acknowledgement in an innocent 
manner and did not take into consideration its interna- 
tional political consequences. 


Because the Thai Government has declared that it has the 
intention of converting the battlefield in Indochina into a 
marketplace, it should be very careful that its policies and 
actions are constructive and balanced so that they will 
facilitate a settlement of the conflict in Cambodia, the only 
place in Indochina where battle remains. Gen Chatchai’s 
balancing act of attempting a dialogue with Hun Sen, 
leader of the fourth Cambodian faction, was markedly 
successful despite opposition by a superpower. 


The Thai military officer's innocent and naive acknoWf” 
edgement of approval for the French arms aid to transit 
Thai territory could damage Gen Chatchai’s balancing 
efforts because it could cause distrust among the anti- 
Sihanouk Cambodian factions. Moreover, Thailand’s 
attempt to turn Indochina into a marketplace could be 
lonked upon as lacking in sincerity. 


Senior military officers therefore must be very careful 
about their statements, always keeping in mind that com- 
ments on issues concerning the government and national 
interest should be left for the government or relevant 
ministries to handle themselves, lest the officers would be 
performing in areas outside their responsibilities. 


It appears that in the current situation there will be more 
clashes between the military and other government agen- 
cies on their roles as the military is looking for things to 
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do, now that it has no foreign enemies or communist 
insurgents to fight. This underemployment leads the 
military to readjust itself to other noncombat roles, as 
evidenced by its role in the northeast and southern 
development programs. 


But this readjustment has resulted in duplicating the 
tasks of other government and civilian agencies, which 
view the military’s role as competing and has led to 
clashes. The military should keep in mind that if it wants 
to diversify its role, it should join and participate in the 
implementing agencies instead of trying to compete for a 
leadership role, as in the case of the Suwannaphum 
project, for example. 


One way of diversifying the military role is a change in 
the curriculum of the military academy to suit the 
country’s needs. The country now needs more engineers 
and architects. Gen Chatchai indicates he wants to 
change the army academy’s curriculum to better serve 
national development than it does now. 


Vietnam 


Further on Nguyen Van Linh’s Stopover in Moscow 
BK2104151589 Hanoi VNA in English 1456 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 21—-Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, arrived in Moscow yesterday afternoon on 
his way to Cuba for an official visit. 


Nguyen Van Linh and his party were greeted on their 
arrival by Vic Chebrikov, Politburo member and secre- 
tary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU) Central Committee; V.L. Musatov, deputy head 
of the CPSU Central Committee’s International Com- 
mission; and other Soviet party officials. 


Vietnamese Ambassador Nguyen Manh Cam, Cuban 
Ambassador Camacho Aguilera, Lao Ambassador 
Khamphong Phanvongsa and the Kampuchean charge 
d'affaires were among the welcome party. 


Nguyen Co Thach Meets Shevardnadze 
BK2304 104389 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 23 Apr 89 


[Text] The Soviet Union is very pleased at the recent 
development of the situation in Southeast Asia, espe- 
cially at the progress made in solving the Kampuchean 
issue. Speaking at a meeting with Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach on April 22, Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze said: The April 5 joint 
declaration of Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea helps 
promote the process toward settlement of the Kampu- 
chean issue. This initiative should be supported by those 
who are interested in eliminating armed conflicts in the 


region. 
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Also at the meeting, the two foreign ministers exchanged 
views On other international questions concerning the 
Kampuchean issue. They held that at present, the task of 
primary importance is to take measures to prevent the 
return to power in Kampuchea of the Pol Pol clique and 
the possible civil war in Kampuchea and to put an end to 
all foreign aid to all Kampuchean factions while the time 
for the Vietnamese troop pullout is no longer a problem. 
The two sides pointed out that the Kampuchean internal 
affairs must be solved by the Kampucheans themselves 
without foreign interference. 


The two foreign ministers also laid stress on the coming 
meeting between Chairman Hun Sen and Prince Siha- 
nouk and advocated the convening of an international 
conference on Kampuchea. They held that it would be 
fine if this conference would be convened before the 
complete withdrawal of foreign armed forces from Kam- 
puchea. 


For his part, Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach expressed the hope that the impending Sino- 
Soviet summit would create favorable conditions toward 
the situation in Asia and toward the international rela- 
tions as well. 


More on Shevardnadze Talks 
BK2304 152589 Hanoi VNA in English 1450 GMT 
23 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 23—Nguyen Co Thach, Polit- 
buro member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and foreign minister, who is now in Moscow 
for the meeting between co-chairmen of the Vietnam- 
USSR inter-governmental commission for economic, 
scientific and technological cooperation, on April 22 
held talks with E. Shevardnadze, Politburo member of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Central Com- 
mittee and foreign minister. 


The two ministers informed each other of the restructu- 
ration in the Soviet Union and the renovation in Viet- 
nam. The two sides thoroughly discussed the issues on 
the cooperation between the two countries. They appre- 
ciated the positive development of that cooperation. 
However, they expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
low effeciency of a number of economic and trade fields, 
and the slow application of new forms of cooperation. 


The two sides affirmed their unanimous stance on the 
settlement of the fundamental issues of the era, and their 
aspiration to actively exert the new political thinking in 
the international affairs. The two ministers agreed to 
continue normalising the relations between the East and 
West. 


Concerning the Afghan situation, the two ministers 
stated that the Soviet Union and Vietnam resolutely 
protest all outside interference in the internal affairs of 
Afghanistan, and hold that all Geneva agreements on 
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Afghanistan must be scrupulously implemented. Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach informed his counterpart of 
the steps taken by Vietnam and other Indochinese coun- 
tries to normalize the situation in Southeast Asia. 


Foreign Minister Shevardnadze voiced the Soviet 
Union’s satisfaction at the positive development of the 
situation in Southeast Asia, and the progress in the 
process to solve the Kampuchea issue. The joint decla- 
ration of April 5 of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam constitutes a strong push to the 
search for an early solution to the Kampuchea issue, he 
said. That initiative is worthy to win support from all 
those who really concern the elimination of the conflict 
in the region. 


The two foreign ministers had the same view that at 
present, when the issue of a time-table for the withdrawal 
of the Vietnamese volunteer troops from Kampuchea is 
solved. The task of the most important significance is to 
carry Out measures to prevent the genocidal Pol Pot 
clique to return to power in Kampuchea, prevent a civil 
war as well as put an end to foreign military aid to all 
Kampuchean factions. The two sides stressed that the 
internal issues of Kampuchea must be solved by the 
Kampuchean people themselves without outside inter- 
vention. In that juncture, the two sides stressed on the 
special significance of the meeting in early May between 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the P.R.K. Hun 
Sen and Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 


The two sides also stressed on the constructive role of the 
informal meetings in Jakarta, and the importance of the 
positive changes in the relations between the Indochi- 
nese and ASEAN countries in the direction towards a 
solution to the Kampuchea issue. 


The two side held that an important thing is that all 
countries concerned should do all they can to contribute 
to the settlement of the Kampuchea issue, and move 
away any thing that could obstruct or slow down this 
process. 


The two ministers stood for the convening of an inter- 
national conference on Kampuchea. The two sides held 
that it will be appropriate if this conference is convened 
before the completion of the foreign troop withdrawal 
from Kampuchea. 


Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach expressed his confi- 
dence that the forthcoming Sino-Soviet summit will 
have favourable effects on the situation in Asia and on 
international relations in general. 


The talks, which also attended by Vietnamese Ambassa- 
dor to the Soviet Union Nguyen Manh Cam, took place 
in the atmosphere of traditional friendship and full 
mutual understanding. 
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Interview With Nguyen Van Linh Cited 
BK2404065089 Hanoi VNA in English 0627 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 24—Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee has recently granted an interview to the 
Cuban paper “GRANMA” in Hanoi. 


Following are questions and answers: 


Question 1: JIM-2 [Jakarta informal meeting] was con- 
vened in Indonesia several weeks ago; what is Vietnam's 
evaluation of the outcome of that conference? 


Answer: With its conclusion on two pivotal questions of 
the Kampuchea issue, namely the withdrawal of Viet- 
namese troops and the prevention of the recurrence of 
the genocidal Pol Pot regime in Kampuchea as well as 
the cessation of foreign military aid to opposing Kam- 
puchean factions, JIM-! has broken the 10-year-old 
deadlock on the Kampuchean issue. 


JIM-2 has reaffirmed these two pivotal issues. At the 
same time, it affirmed that the Vietnamese troop pullout 
had been discussed in detail and that what remained to 
be discussed were concrete measures to prevent the 
recurrence of the genocidal Pol Pot regime in Kampu- 
chea. We welcomed the five [number as received] mea- 
sures proposed by Chairman Hun Sen, that is an end to 
military supply for Pol Pot’s armed forces, the disman- 
tling of the Polpotist armed forces, the trial of the Pol 
Potist ringleaders, no major role for the Khmer Rouge in 
the future Kampuchean government, the confiscation of 
their hidden arms depots, the prevention of their use of 


refugee camps for military purposes. 


Another bigger outcome of JIM-1 and JIM-2 is the 
cooperation among regional countries in settling the 
Kampuchea issue. 


Question 2: What steps has Vietnam taken to eliminate 
its differences with the ASEAN countries, China, and the 
United States? 


Answer: Over the past 40 years, Vietnam has been the 
victim of the policy of econonsic embargo, political 
isolation and military confrontation of the United States 
and the West in general as well as of China. Those forces 
have pitted many ASEAN countries against Vietnam, 
Laos and Kampuchea. The Vietnamese people aspire for 
peace to rebuild their country, to gradually get rid of 
poverty and backwardness, arid rebuild their war-rav- 


aged economy. 


The Vietnam-Indonesia joint communique released in 
July 1988 in Ho Chi Minh City has ushered in a new 
period in the relationship between Vietnam and the 
ASEAN, from confrontation to dialogue, and opened up 
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a possibility for building a Southeast Asia of peace, 
freedom, neutrality and without nuclear weapons. At 
JIM-2 Vietnam and Laos declared their readiness to join 
in the 1976 Bali Treaty. 


At present, the Vietnam-U.S. relationship is not good 
but it is better than that during the U.S. aggression 
against Vietnam. The two countries are cooperating 
fruitfully in the settlement of hwmanitarjan issues of 
both sides. We are prepared to '*.sk forward. The nor- 
malization of the relations between the two countries 
will benefit both sides as well as peace and stability in the 


region. 


China is Vietnam’s big socialist neighbour. We desire to 
restore the friendly relations with China for the basic and 
long-term interests of both peoples of Vietnam and 
China, which are peace and development. Recently, 
Vietnam sent its deputy foreign minister to Beijing for 
talks on the normalization of the Vietnam-China rela- 
tions and on the Kampuchea issue. Vietnam has pro- 
posed the date for the second round of the meeting and 
is awaiting the Chinese reply. Though China still uses 
every excuse to postpone the restoration of the friendly 
relations between the two countries, we will persistently 
surmount all obstacles so as to achieve our goal. 


Question 3: We learn that your country is in a process of 
renovation. What measures has Vietnam taken to 
enhance the state’s economic management? 


Answer: Over the past two years, implementing the 
resolution of the Sixth Congress of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam, we have carried out step by step a program 
of comprehensive renovation in all domains in the 
direction of advancing toward socialism with steps and 
measures suited to Vietnam’s conditions economically; 
we have gradually eliminated the mechanism of bureau- 
cratic centralized management based on state subsidies 
and switched to a new mechanism in line with the law of 
socialist commodity production. We have begun plan- 
ning the economic structure and some major economic 
balances on the macro scale, used the market relation- 
ship, respected the law of value, and encouraged the 
development of all the five economic sectors with the 
state sector as the centerpiece. Our anti-inflation mea- 
sures have helped check the monthly price increase from 
18 percent in the first half of 1988 to 8 percent in the 
second half. 


The encouraging outcome is that those correct policies 
have initially liberated the productive forces and 
achieved one step reducing macroeconomic imbalance 
and particularly the inflation rate. [sentence as received] 
Difficulties in the people's life have been lessened. 


Renovation is a revolutionary process; it takes time and 
requires persistence and high determination. 


Question 4: How has the solidarity among the Indochi- 
nese countries been strengthened? 
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Answer: In the past, the imperialist and other reaction- 
ary forces ruled all the three countries, Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea. They waged wars against them and 
used Southeast Asian countries to oppose them. This has 
forced the three countries to unite in the common 
struggle against the common enemies, for the indepen- 
dence of each couniry. 


Over the past ten years, the three countries have suffered 
from the Pol Pot genocidal regime. They were subjected 
to military threat, political blockade and economic 
embargo by the imperialists and other outside reaction- 
ary forces. They have united closely in this common 
struggle while endeavouring for peace in Southeast Asia. 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea have consolidated and 
strengthened their comprehensive cooperation while 
bringing into full play their high sense of self-reliance 
and respecting each other’s legitimate national rights. 


Question 5: What is the significance of your current visit 
to Cuba? 


Answer: This is not my first visit to Cuba. Each time I 
arrived in this heroic and beautiful island, | was deeply 
moved by the warm, sincere and loyal friendship 
between Cuba and Vietnam, and also by the major 
achievements of the Cuban people. 


This time, I visit Cuba when the world is witnessing deep 
and enormous changes, when Vietnam is carrying out 
renovation along the guideline of its sixth party congress 
and when Cuba is implementing the resolutions of its 
third party congress. We will discuss with esteemed 
Comrade Fidel Castro and other Cuban leaders interna- 
tional issues of common concern and measures to further 
enhance the traditional solidarity between the two coun- 
tries in the new situation. 


Filmmakers Delegation Visit United States 
BK2404082189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 22 Apr 89 


[Text] At the invitation of Mr Geoffrey Gilmore, direc- 
tor of the faculty of motion picture and television of the 
University of California at Los Angeles, and Mr Tom 
Leroy, director of the Asia Association in New York, a 
delegation of Vietnamese cinematographers led by 
Nguyen Thu, director general of the Vietnam Motion 
Picture Corporation, and Hai Minh and Hong Sen, 
people’s artists and movie directors, on 15 April left for 
the United States to attend the first Vietnamese film 
show to be held in this country in April 1989. The film 
show includes feature and documentary films selected 
and presented by American cinematographers at the 
1988 Hawaii Film Festival, such as “When Will October 
Come,” “The Deserted Ricefield,” “The Silent 
Township,” “Old Stories for 17-Year-Olds,” “You and 
Me,” and “Dien Bien Phu.” The film show organizing 
committee has also requested that we supply it with the 
film series “The Little Children of Hanoi.” 
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Arms Trafficking Reportedly Flourishing 
BK2404115489 Hong Kong AFP in English 1144 GMT 
24 Apr 89 


{By Jean-Claude Chapon] 


[Text] Hanoi, April 24 (AFP)}—Vietnamese authorities 
are increasingly worried about a flourishing black- 
market trade in weapons stolen from Army depots in the 
last few years, according to a report published Monday. 


More than 10,000 firearms, 6,000 tons of explosives, 2.6 
million detonators, nearly 61,000 grenades, some 3,000 
100-millimeter shells, plus 3,700 mines and 20,000 
meters (66,000 feet) of fuse have disappeared from 
depots since 1981, the official communist party daily 
NHAN DAN said. 


The thefts are sometimes organized by the soldiers 
themselves, who in turn sell them to arms traffickers, 
NHAN DAN said. 


The paper criticized “the irresponsibility of managers at 
military depots.” 


In the marketplace at Lang Son, a northern city where 
the Vietnamese Army has maintained a strong presence 
for a decade due to tension with China, a hand grenade 
can be purchased for 3,000 dong (about 66 U.S. cents at 
official rate), according to the Army paper QUAN DOI 
NHAN DAN. 


“At certain locations,” the Army paper said, “the crim- 
inals have even dared to remove the warheads from 
missiles to extract the precious metals they contain and 
then resell them.” 


There have been 122 break-ins at arms stockpiles this 
year, 23 percent of them committed by soldiers, accord- 
ing to officials. 


What worries the authorities even more is that some 
demobilized soldiers or wounded veterans, sometimes 
unemployed and homeless, use the [words indistict] to 
support themselves by organizing rackets and thefts in 
the nation’s larger cities. 


Vietnamese authorities have decided to reduce the size 
of the standing army, the world’s third largest, primarily 
because of the strain its enormous cost has placed on the 
country’s resources. 


Some 300,000 soldiers have already been demobilized, 
according to officials, mostly those returning from the 
10-year war in Cambodia against the Chinese-backed 
Khmer Rouge. 


Police in Hanoi, working with military authorities, 
recently seized 2! firearms and 117 grenades from 
demobilized soldiers, QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 


reported. 
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Wounded veterans and returning soldiers have been 
blackmailing shops, especially in Ho Chi Minh City, 
threatening to throw a grenade into the stores if they are 
not paid off, according to several sources. 


Police sources say many of business people have resorted 
to purchasing arms from black marketeers in order to 
defend themselves. 


Most goldsmiths have obtained weapons this way, police 
say. 
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The army daily said that incomplete statistics compiled 
last year by 24 municipalities showed that 79 people 
were killed and 193 wounded during 182 crimes involv- 
ing weapons or explosives. 


Another 281 people were killed and 457 wounded while 
handling arms and ammunition, according to the Army 
paper, which reported that during February of this year 
alone, 52 people were killed and 206 wounded in 76 
similar incidents. 
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